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- in Gads houſhold, q 


The Text. Eputs. 2.19,20,21,22. 
Tee are no more flrangert ana forreindrs, but fellow Citizens 
with the Saints, and of the houſhold of God: 
eAndarebailtupon the foundation of the Apofiles and Pro- 
phets ,, Jeſus Chrift himſelfe. being, the* chiefe corner 


one, ec. 
(EEMINLELSESES1(SESEIE PF SEES. 
"The Chriſti Guide to a wiſe 
1:70 1 YU urerſation.s' | 


EPenns.5. 15,16. 
Take heede that yee walks circumſpettly ; wet as ſooles but 
a-wiſc : 


Redeeming the tinge c for the dayes are exill, 
(SESERETSSLSESTS)=LISK 


The ſhort proſperitic of the wicked, andthe 
Happy eftare ofthe 1 v 


P8AL-37435,36,37- 

I haxe ſcene the wicked in great power : and ſpreads ng bim- 
fſelfe like a _ Bay-tree, 

Yet hee paſſed away, and loe heewas not : yea, T ſought him, 
bat he could notbe found.” © 


CMarke theper fel man ,and behold the upright : for the end 
Li that man #4 peace. 
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tothe RreaDesr, 


OOD Reader: the ſubſtance 
of theſe Sermons was long 
ſince preached by a reuerend 
and learned Deane, Door 


Eedes Deane of Worceſter ; which being 


giuen mein ſundry broken and caſt papers 
after his death, 1 peruſed at my times of 
leaſure; and perceiuing they might be of 
veto many by Printing, 1 was very vnwil- 
lingto engrole them for priudte vie from 
publique benefit. And that made mee thus 
roſerthem together as I could, with ſome 


ſupply where any thing was wanting, and | 


where the reading was troubleſome, with | 


ſome ſmall akeration. Thou: haſt them- 


(therefore ) not altogether as they were 
Az preached, 


— 
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The Publiſher to the Reader. | 


preached, bur as | could copic them from | 
| the Authors firſt lines. They concerne the 
| times weliueinas direRly and particularly - 
| as if they had bin fer vnto them by the 

' Preacher, If any thing, hereſer downe,may 

| (any whit) furher thy walking in the way of 
grace, I thinkemy labour this way well paid 

| for, God bleſle thy reading inthis,and other + 
good Bookes, ſpecially in the Booke of 

God, for which Ipray, who am 


i 


Thine inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


RosxiaT HORN, 


UN 


CHRISTIANS 
ADMISSION 
into the houſhold of 


- Gov, and his founda- 
fion in the ſame, 


— 


Yee are no more ſtrangers and forreiners, but fellow Citi- 
zens with the Suits, and of the houſhold of God : 
eAnd are built vpon the foundation of the e-1poftles and 


one, 
In whons all the building fitly framed together, groweth unto 
an holy Temple in the Lord : 
In whom you alſo are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the ſpirit. 


| a8 © £ are no more flrangers and for- 
\> R124, reiners, but Citizens, ec. Great 
4 was the goodnefle of God in crea- 


> one, was more then the wi/zſ# of 
of Chriſtians can conceiue : but 


W - V FW ting,great in continuing the world 
& fo for mans ſake: his power in the 
the world could expreſſe : hisloue 

inthe other, is more then the beſt 

neither was the creation of the world more then the eletti- 
hy | B on 


Prophets, Ieſuus Chriſt himſelfe being the chiefe corner | 


| — 


— —— — 
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The Chriftians admiſzion, 


on of his Church; nor the continuing of the one, which is 


great, beyond the preſeruation of the other, which is grea- 
nm much he created the world of ck mbnd 
that heredeemed it of nothing : the one he did for vs,when 
we were his owne, and that without coſt : the other, when 
we were hizenemies, but not without the death of his onely 
ſane. Therefore, how much the greater a benefit ic was 
that God ſhould /ave vs, then that he ſhould make vs,that 
we ſhould be borne anew,then that we ſhould be boyne ;ſo 


much the berter it were for vs not to be borne, rhen not to 
be choſen; and not to be, then not to be of his Church. 
Wherein, howſocuer [acob had a prixiledge, and [ndah 
the prerogariue; ſo that they wereichoſex as the Lillie be- 
fore the flowers of the fie/d,as the fheepe before all the beaſts 
of the earth, as the Fine before all the rrees of rhe Foreſt, 
as the Dowe before all the b5yds of the aire, and as his pe- 
culiare people before all the 2\ atsons of the wor {d : yer was 
the benefit to the Gentiles no eſſe, and the mercy of God, 
to thern, a great deale more, that they which were no peo- 
le ſhould - called a holy people, and which were wild 
nature, ſhould by grace , become naturall and legji- 
timate branches in the true Olive, which is the Church 
of God. 
For which cauſe the Apoſtle, in this place, commendeth 
to the Epheſians, and, in them, to vs,not onely the eftate of 


him, Inthe ſpeaking whereof, that I goe no farther then 
the words lead me ; three things may well and chiefely be 
obſerued : as firſt, the calling of the Gentiles : ſecondly, 
their foundation, being called : and thirdly, their building 
vp. In their calling wee are to conſider from whence, and 
wo what they were called : in their foundation, by whom, 
and ypon whom they were laid : and in their building vp, 
how and to what end they were built. They were called 
from being ſtrangers and forreiners,to becitizens with the 
Saints, and of the houſhold of God. They were laid by 
the hets, and Apoſtles, vpon Chriſt : and they did 


—_—— 


grow; forthe manner, as coupled together, and for the 


—_— et. | - 


"7," EO IR IT 


their calſing in Chriſt, but the ground and end thereof in. 


td 


as. 


end |. 


_ 
_— 


| into the milerie of their firſt foule condition , they mig 


and foundation in Gods beuſhold. 


of God by the (firir. 

For the firſt : there is no one thing that doeth more 
mooue a man, to conſider what hee is, then to remember 
what hee was. So great a light to our judgements, doeth 
this light of compariag our ſelues, with our ſelues, bring, 
and ſo deepe an impreſſion in our hearts, doeth the con- 
ſcience of that which is paſt being ſerto the preſent, make. 
For, as there is no miſery greater, then to haue beene 
happy : ſo is it not the lealt part of happinefſe to remem- 
ber that we haue beene miſerable. «Adam, the better hee 
was in Paradiie, the worſe hee was our : contratily, the 
Gentiles, the further they were from the Cogenant oo. 
miſe, the greater was their benefit in ir. And therefore, 
as the Church of Epheſics was bidden to remember from 
whence (hee was fallen, eLpoc. 2.5. that, remembring her 
great fall, ſhe might ſorrow, and bee more aſhamed, then 
if ſhe had neuer becne mounted ſo high, ia that loue, which 
the Apoſtle (there) callerh her firſtloue, verſe 4. {o (here) 
the Epheſians are bidden to remember, to whar they were 
raiſed, as from being Gentiles i2the fleſh, and ftrangersin 
Iſracl, ro bee worſhippers in ſpirit, and of the Iirael of 
God, that they might thinke more highly of char excellenc 
eſtate, to which they were called, and in him that called 
them,endeuour to walke more worthy of it, For although 


. healch bee welcome co all men, yer ro thenrir is cuer molt 


welcome, that haue beene moſt ficke,md though peace bc 
euer ſeaſonable, yer never more then after Warre : ſo the 
grace of God, though it cannot come amiſſe to any ; yer 
where finne hath abounded, there it aboundeth much 
more. Rom. 5. 20. 

And ( therefore ) not without good cauſe, the Apoſtle, 
in this place,deſcribing che vocation of the Gentiles,doerh 
(as alſo inthe beginning of the Chapter ) pur them firſt in 
minde of that eftate from which they were called, nor to 
looke backe, as L2ts wife to Sodom : Gen.1g. and ſome If. 
raclites to the fl-{h-pors of Egypt; bur thar, by looking 


he 
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end, to bee a holy Temple in the Lord, and the habiracion 
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be brought the ſooner to a loathing of it; and in the baſe- 
neſſe of Fir old man, might more perfily ſee and admire 
the excellent worthineſſe, of their new eſtate in Chriſt. 
Further, if ir pleaſed God, when hee had brought his peo- 
ple out of Egypt,8& was about to bring them into Canaan, 
to make that their deliuery out of Egypt ſo great a benefir, 
as that at the giuing of the Law, hee tooke it for a peece 
of his ſtile, ſaying ; / the Lord that brought thee out of the 
Land of «Egypt : and if afterward, hauing brought them 
out ot Babylon, he would bee remembred by the name of 
that God,that delivered them from the land of the North, 
that is, from the Babylonian, yoake, as being a worke of {© 
prear faluation. Jer.16.15.How can it be, but that be would 
aue vs, who are called co a better inherirance, and from 
greater dangers, to bee ſo much the more mindfu!l of our 
oldeſtate, by how much wee are deliuered from a blacker 
darkenefſe then thag of Egypt, and a more terrible priſon, 
then that of Babylon ? For beſides the naturall infetion 
of our firſt parents, whereby (with all mankinde ) our 
ſoules and bodies were made the veſſels of corruption,and 
our perſons the bond-ſlaues of fine; and befides that, by 
them, the image of God was defaced in vs, and we depri- 
ued of all goed thereby, it was added, in the ſecret, but 
iuſt judgement of God, to this miſery of our loſt eſtate, 
that our father ſhould bee an Amorite, and owr mother an 
Hittite : that, 1 our natinitie, when wee were borne, our 
nauell ſhould not be cut : that, no eye ſhould pitie vs, and that 
we ſhoald be calt ont in the open field, to the contempt of our 
perſon,in the day that we were borne, Ezech.16.7,1,5. Alſo 
that wee ſhould bee as the CAlonntaixes of Gilboa, vpon 
which muſt n::ther come deaw.nor raine; 2 Sam.1.21, that 
is, neicher deaw of grace, nor raine of righteouſneſſe, For, 
"_ for foure thouſand yeeres, none of the farneſle of 
cauen fell ypon the ſoile of rhg-Geatiles : a little ſprink- | 
ling there was vpon CMelchiſedech, Iethro, lob, the peo- 
ple of Niniue, and ſome others, but the fruitfull raine fe)l 
ypon the fields of Iſracl,and God watered his own garden 
onely, not youtchſafing any of his influences to the com- 


— 
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mon fields of the Heathen, And they ( generally) fare in 
darkeneſſe, ſaue that here and there God opened the eyes, 
now of one, and then of another, who ſaw the light, 
though more darkely, then the children of the light did. 
The table was for Iſraelites, and not for Canaanites; yet 
ſome crummes fell from the table of the children, at one 
time, to a Canaanite a woman of ſingular faith, at another 
time to a woman, conuerred at /acobs well, and other- 
whiles to ſundry others, both men and women, ſirangers 
from the knowledge, and loue of the true God ; neuerthe- 
lefle, there were not many ſuch, till the wall of partition 
was broken downe, and men might as eafily-haue num- 
bred chem, as a man may a poore mans ſheepe. All the 
reſt of the Heathen were in palpable darkeneſſe, and igno- 
rance, given vp to ſtrange luſts, and alienes from the pro- 
miſe of life. 

Which though they did leaſt feele, that had moſt cauſe, 
(becauſe as euery mao is furtheſt from the knowledge of 
that happineſſe which is in Chriſt, the further hee is from 
the acknowledging of h's owne great miſery without 
him, ) yet there was no man giuen vp to. ſo reprobate a 
minde, but that by the Diuine light of his darke nature,he 
might perceiue and ſee, that hee wanted figge leaues to 
couer his nakednefle, knowledge to direR himin his blind 
way,ability to ſtrengthen him in his weake apprehenfions, 
and that in hi-nſclte (as of himſelfe) it were an endlefle la- 
bour to ſeeke for, and finde true happineſſe. And thoſe 
wants of nature, as they made them by nature fearcfull, ſo 
did their feare ingender in them a kinde of reverence, to 
worſhip wharſocuer they thought was able to helpe them, 
as not onely the Sunne and Moone (which they made their 
Gods) bur whatſocucr was more vaworthy the name 
of God. | 

Wee read of Columbus, a trauailer, that when inthe 
Welt Indyes he could ndt obcaine viRtuals for his army, of 
a certaine.peaple that worſhipped the Moone, he vſed this 
ſtratageme. Fore-ſceing by Aſtronomie that an eclipſe 
would ſhortly be, he threatned them,that vnleſle chey did | 
B 3 relecue 
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relecue his army by ſuch a day and houre, hee would re- 
mooue their god our of Heauen. Which though they 
made light of when they heard ir, yer, becauſc even _ 
things, 11 ſo amacter were not to be neglected, they 
waired bothfor the day and houre, that he had ſpoken of, 
and finding the face of the Moone thento bee darkened, 
thought that he had power ( as hee ſaid) ro 1emoone their 
God : and therefore, beſides that they made almoſt a god 
of him, they yealded nor their victuals onely ro his army, 
but themſclues to his goucrnement. 


That which Ce/umbrs found inthe god of thoſe Indians, | 


may be thought of the other gods of the Heathen ; what 
affiance ſocuer rhey pur in them,there is a time when th 

will bce eclipſed. To this opinion of falſe gods that was 
ioyned ( ordinarily) great wickedneſle of life, and fo, as 
there was nothing {o vile and wicked, that at one time or 
other, by ſonie one or other of that blind world of Gen- 
tiles, was not made lawfull. But to bury them, ſpecially rhe 
prophaner ſort of them, in their owne mire, and not to 
{peake more of them among Chriſtians; let vs examine 
whether the light of reaſon, which the more ciuill people 
among them did liuein, bee not meere darkenefie. For 
which of tk.e1 did ever goe ſo farre with the ſharpneſſe of 
their wit, and reach ſo high, or wade fo deepe with the 
ripeneſſe of their iudgement, as to come (1 doe nor ſay) to 
the knowledge of the true, and great Ged, whom (as it is 
written of S:z»»ensdes ) the more they ſought, the lefſe they 
found: butthat euen inthoſe things which they moſt ſtudi- 
ed,might nor iuſtly ſay, that the greateſt part of that they 
knew, was the lealt of that they knew not? And as for ho. 
neſty and verrue, whereof they opened the ſchoole, ( be- 
ſides that, moſt of them who ſpake as though they hated 
vice, did live as though they hated vertue;) it was the 
iudgement of choſe (whoſe judgement was moſt receiued) 
that the nature of good, and of that which we call honeſt, 
was not ſo much in deed, as in opinion, and cuftome, Yer, 
could they not deny that to be true which T#{ly, in one of 
his bookes de ndtaras Deer. Of the nature of Heathen 


= Mes ____ gods, 
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gods, ſpeaketh of, that many did /anma improbitate vii, 


non fine ſumma ratione ; that is, commit notorious crimes, 
but not without great helpe of reaſon, Neithercould the 
bur erre in other matters, whoerred ſo much in chat, whic 
was Chiefe, to wit, the end of mans life, as that there were 
ſcarce two found cfone opinion. 

But wee, vpon whom it hath pleaſed God, in the 
riches of his mercy, toſhed the beames of his louing and 
bright countenance, and to lighten the darkeneſſe of our 
reaſon, with the day-ſtarre of his grace, haue learned out 
of the ſchoole of Chriſt, that the naturall man, ( whoſe 
members are weapons of vnrightcouſnefſe, and fooliſh 
heart is full of darkeneſſc, Rom.1.21.) doeth not perceiue 
| the things ofthe ſpirit of God : 1 Cor.2.14. And ſeeking, 
wee haue found, that his life is vanitie, his vnderftanding 
blindneſſe, his iudgement opinion, his reaſon fooliſhneſle, 
and his being in the World, bur a kind of being in a Wil- 
derneſſe, wherein hee is eſtranged from the Citie of the li- 

uing God, For euer fince hee was, not onely, caſt out of 
the garden of God, but kept out by the Cherubim, Gene. 
3-24+ hce hath beene a ſtranger to Heaven, hauing had no 
other acceſle or entrance thereunto, then it hath pleaſed 
him, that caſt him out, to giue him by ecffectuall yocation, 

Now what itis, in this Puke, to bee a ſtranger, or bani» 
ſhed man, to be denied the priuiledges, and libertie ic of our 
naturall ſoile, and to goe exile, into flat Arheiſme,and op. 
poſition to the true God, it may bee ſomewhat diſcerned 
by the bitter, and heauy dayes that goe ouer their heads, 
who are but put our of their earthly countrey by Tyrants, 
and butfor ſome ſhort time, The naturall affeRion, thar 
euery man feeles toward his owne countrey, and proper 
home, may ſufficiently teach ys «whart it is to bee ſtrangers, 
from our countrey of Heauen, and not for a ſhort time, or 
' life, but for cuer. In other baniſhments, wee may finde 
ſome rem*dy, one place to vs, may be as goed as another, 


was wont to ſay) Citizens of the World, and therefore 


and we are ( all ) Socrates his countrey men, that is, (as he | 
baniſhed but out of one part of our countrey, m—_ | 


| 
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| iy ther : but hee that is thruſt our of this Citie, is thruſt ove of 
all, and though he dwell in che faireſt Cities ofthe World, 
| yet doeth he bur liue the life of one that wanders ina Wil- 

derneſie, and hathno Citie to dwell in, 

Againe, whereas in other baniſhments, we are denied 
but a temporall freedome, and ſuffer onely the loſſe of 
goods and liuings, inthis our baniſhment from heauen, 
we are pt from an euerlaſting freedome, and looſe, nor vn- 
certaine, but ere riches; nor ſome temporall, but an eter- | 
all inheritance, nor liuing onely, bur /ife alſo; and not 
this ſhort life, but the life chat endureth ener, the life of 
= ſaluation, and the blefled /ife of the Saints in glory. And 
"I where in other caſes, our baniſhment may bee vniuſt, and 
_ our exile for righteouſneſle, and ſo, wee (the baniſhed) | 
| may haue, for the ſupply of our natural ſoile, the pleaſant 
"Sm paradiſe of our good conſcience to watke 57: : in this caſe, 
to be caſt out of Heanen, is worthy to be caſt out; and, in 
the puniſhment of ir ſelfe, what good conſcience can re- 
leene vs, when it is iuſt, and deſerued ? And now, as the 
Rare of them, who are ſtrangers from the citie of the bleſ- 
ſed, is miſerable enough,ſecing they are denied the libertie 
that is ſo much worth ; ſo is their miſery doubled by this, 
that they haue made themſelues worthy of it, being depri- 
wed of the glory of God,berauſe they hane ſinned, Rom. .1 Jo 
partly by not vnderftanding, which was the darkeneſſe of 
their minde, & partly(bur principally)by not /ſeekeng after 
God, which was the frowardneſſe of their will,and becauſe 
they would haue it ſo. Rom. 3. 11. For, they gane them- 
ſelnes oner to worke all uncleaneneſſe, enenwith greedineſſe, 
Epheſ.4.19. | 

But, what this is we ſhall berter vnderſtand, if we exa- 
\ | mine thoſe titles, with the which thee Fpoſtle,jin this Chap- 
ter,doth deſcribe & fs/e thoſe Chriſtians, that were Gen- 
tiles : where, hee calleth them ( firſt) Gemiles in the fleſs, . 
Epheſc2.11. which name, though ic were acommon name 
to the Nations of the Earth, yer was it (now) and was 
holden a name of as great reproach to them of Gods citie, 
as the name of Barbarian to a' Grecian, and the name of 


Turk 
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Turks to a (briftian. The reaſon was, the Gents/es were 
great [dolaters; and the things which they ſacrificed, 
they did ſacrifice to Demils, and not to God. 1 Cor. 10.20. 
Alſo, for that world of wickedneſſe which they were giuen 
vnto, it was ſuch, as might not bee named, that is, which 
they could not ſpeake of for ſhame. 1 Cor.z.1. And when 
our Sauiowr Chriſt would put them to the worſt, that 
would not heare theC hurch,the wortt name he gaze them, 
as the worſt, that could be giuen them, was the name of a 
Heathen : Mat. 18. 17; 

So the eApoFtle, in this Epiſtle, exhorting theſe 
Epheſians to watch ower their lines, and themſelaes with 
ſome care and diligence , forbids them to walke as other 
Gentiles, that is as the worlt ſort of men. Epheſ.4-17. No 
lefſe opprobrious was the name that the eApo#ie gaue 
them in the ſecond place, Epheſ 2.21. by calling them the 
vncircumciſion; it being the marke, by which they were 
difinguiſhed and knowne, from Gods peculiar people. 
And therefore it is ſaid, that no ſtranger that iwuncircoum- 
ciſed in heart, or uncircumciſed in fleſh ſhall enter intro 
the Santtuary of God; 2ccounting all to be frangers from 
God, and Gods peculiar inheritance, that are ſuch. Ezech. 
44- 9. For this cauſe, doeth Daxid call Golyah the vncir- 
cumciſed Philiſtim : 1 Sam. 17. 26+ and Sax! defired his 
Armour-bearer to kill him, leaſt hee ſhould fall into the 
hands of the vncircumciled Philiſtims : 1 Sam.31.4. and 
Stenen drawing a Metaphore from hence, «A. 7.5 «. cal- 
leth the deſperate ewes, men of yncircumciſed hearts and 
eares. Thirdly, he calles them (when they were Heathen) 
men without (fri/t; Epheſ. 2.12. that is, without the hope 
and grace of the blefſed Seed in Chriſt : and not fo onely, 
buc alienes from the common Wealth of 1/-ael; thar is, 
from the exrernall profeſſion, and outward fellowſhip of 
the (arch; and thereby, rangers from the Couenant of 
Promile, becauſe they knew not his 1udgements. P/a/m. 
147. 20. 

_d hereof enſucih, that which is reckened in the laſt 
place, that they were not (onely) without hope; becauſe 
| C without 
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withour the Law,and Word, in which were the Promites, 
by which Hope is perfited ; but wichourt God in the 
World, becauſe without {hriff, by whom, and by whom 


; (onely we know him.) Thus by their names, we ſcetheir 
; Ceedes, as we ſee a face inaglaſſe, Their wiſedome, was 


— — 
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but the wiſedome of the fleſh, and they did finne in the 
beſt things, that they beſt d1d; For, they had not faith, and 
without it, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God : Heby. 1 1.6. the 
Scripture ſajth ſo, though the Church of Rome {ay other- 
wayes, becauſe they would eſtabliſh, if not the freedome 
of Mans will, yet, at the leaft,the purcneſle of their impure 
naturals, thereby. And therefore wee ſay with Saint e{#- 
enſtine, that virtutes Gentium quadam indole animi ita 
deletftant, wt eos, in quibus fuerint, vellemns precipue ab 
infernt craciatibus liberars, niſi aliter ſenſus bumanus, ali- 
ter Creators inſtitla ſe haberet : the vertues of the Gen- 
tiles for a certaine good intent they ſeeme to beaie, doc {0 
delight vs, that wee could wiſh them free from Hell tor- 
ments, but that there is one reaſon of mans thinking, and 
another of the Diuine juſtice. For, if the regenerate and 
beleeuers themſelues, while they are at home in the body, 
are abſent from the Lord, 2 ( 9r4nth.5.6. bow can they bee 
neere him, that are not yet called, and whoſe eſtate, in re- 
ſpeR of their ſauage life, is compared toadeſert, and the 
men in it, to Drzgons and Oftriches in the wilderneſle ? 
Io 70. 29. 
And who are called, in the Scripture , not workers 

bur ſeruants of vnrighteouſneſle ? And nor ficke, but dead 
in finncs, and treſpaſſes? And not people of God , but 
childrenof wrath ? And giuen vp, notto the darkeneſſe, 
bur blindnefſſe of their, vnderſtandings? To walke in all, 
not wantonneſle onely, but yncleanenefſe ; not through 
infirmitic of nature, but with greedineſſe of will and af- 
feftion ? Which being fo, and a greate deale worſe then 
either the tongue of man can exprefle, or his heart con- 
ceiue, my words, nay my thoughts are ſwallowed vp with 
the due conſideration of this firſt benefit, being the news 
birth of our Chriſtianicie, that wee are no more;ſtrangers, 

and 
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and no more forrainers ; and yet, what is this to that 
which now followeth, that we ſhould become. 

Citizens with the Saints , and of the houſehold of God ? 
Though theſe two are coupled together, with ſo neceſſary 
a chaine of coherence, that he who leaues to be a ſtranger, 
beginnes to be a Cirizen, and hee that is no more a forrai- 
ner, is foorthwith one of the houſhould of God ; yet, as 
God, when hee paſſed by and ſaw his Church, in her jn- 
fancy, polluted in her owne blood, thought it not enough 
ro wah her wich water, and to annoint her with oyle, 
ſ>reading ouer her his skirts of loue to couer her filthines ; 
bur cloathed her with Silkes, and decked her with Iewels, 
and other beautifull ornaments, that ſhee might grow into 
a Kingdome; Exzech.16.8,9.12, 13. So, dk it were 
much thatGod ſhould take from vs the euils of our old 
eſtate, yer he thought it not enough, valeſſe hee gaue and 
adorned vs with the riches of our new calling; and though 
ie were an excceding great benefit, and more then wee 
could hope for, to bee delinered from being any longer 
rangers and forrainers ; yer, hee twat is rich in giving, 
would not here ſtay, as if he had done enough, vnleſſe hee 
had (allo) made vs Citizens with his owne houſhold 
people, and of his owne family , and peculiar charge. 
Where,ifthe diſproportion betweene God and man ſeeme 
ſo grear, as that ir muſt needes ſeeme ahard matter, for 
fleſh and blood to conceiue, how God ſhould giue ſovile 
a creature as man, ſo worthy an eſtace, as of being a Citi- 
zen with his Angels, and houſhold people, let vs know 
that, as A/ex244er rold a priuate meane perſon, to whom 
hee gaue a whole Citie, that though it were beyond the 
proportion of his eſtate, yer he ſhould conſider, not what 
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hee was to take, but what became him to giue : ſo this be- 
nefit, ( which is great indeed) is to be mealſuzed with the 
yard of the giuer, and not by the baſeneſle of vs on whom 
it is beſtowed : and that ( here) it was confidered,not what 
wee delcrued to recciue, but what ſtood with Gods good 
pleaſure to giue, without deſert, to vs that haue receiued 


io much : the rather, becauſe he who is rich in mercy,bolds 
C 2 him- 
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himſelfe to be neither rich nor great, except he make vs 
rich in receits, and himſelfe great, by giuing to vs : there- 
fore, he is ſaid to make vs worthy of that eltate to which he 
calleth vs, And yet further(which maketh the benefit great 
in it ſelfe greater to vs) we are nor onely admitted into 
this Citie, as free-Deniſons, but adopted into the family 
as Sonnes, and of the houſhold of God. Neither are we 
ſonnes onely by (ſuch) adoption, but heires, yea, fejlow 
heires with Chriſt, Beſides, in the manner of our adopt1- 
on, wee haue no ſmall aduantage : for, whereas men 
doe rather finde them fit whom they adopt into their 
houſe, then make them ſo : to bee adopted in Chriſt, 
is to bee made worthy , in him, of the inheritance to 
which we are called, and with the gift of the ſonne is joy- 
ned the grace of new-birth. Sothe Apoſtle ; Whom he fore- 
knew, them he pred: flinated to be made conformable to the 
image of hu Sonne, that be might be the firſt burne among 
many brethren, Roms. 8.29. and therefore, God did nor 
onely make vs ſonnes, but make vs fitto be ſonnes in an 
inheritance that fadeth not, reſerued in heauen for vs. 
Againe, whereas adoption among men, takes effet 
onely by ſucceſſion, and ſo as the adopted doth not ſuc- 
ceede in the inheritance, till he be dead that adopted him : 
he that is adopted to this ſpirituall inheritance of Saints, is 
preſently poſſeſſed of it with him that gaue it. Tothis may 
be added that netable ſaying of Saint eAufin, hereditas 
in qua Chrifts coheredes ſumus, non minuitur multitudine 
filtorum,nec ſit anguſtior numeroſitale coheredum;ſed tanta 
eſt multis,quanta paucu,tanta ſingults,quanta ommibus;that 
is, the inhericour of Chriſt is neither diminiſhed by the 
multitude of ſonnes, nor made narrower by the number 
of heires; but it is as great to many as to few, and as much 
to euery one as it is toall : for, ſince the Lord did enlarge 
the place of his tents, and ſpread out the curtaines of his 
habitations,the Churches in which he d welleth with glo- 
ry, Eſay 54-2. ſince he remoued the wall of partition, and 
opened the doore of faith tothe Gentiles, there hath bin 
no reſpeReirher of Iew or Gentile, bond or free, male or 
| female, 
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female, but of ane » creature : which,as it cannot be with- 
out God the Father, ſo neither can ic Rand without the 
Church the Mother ; more then he may haue Chriftto be 
his head, that is not 2 member of his body, the Church. 
And this carrieth ſuch a neceſſicy with it, that as there was 
no ſafety withouz the Arke, nor hope without the Coue. 
nant :. ſo, neither is there any liberty without this Citie, 
nor inheritance but in this family : to which neceſſity there 
commeth this dignitic, as it were recompence; that this 
Citieis the te!lowſhip of Saints, and this fellowſhip cf 
Saints the very houſhold of God. And, what greater pre- 
rogatiue ; ſeeing thar, hereby, he who Awellert aboue the 
heauens vouchſafech to haue an habitation ypon his foot- 
ſtoole, theearth ; and by ſuch a conſociation with bis peo- 
ple, to vnite the true membeis of this earthly houte ro 
that Teruſalem , which is aboue, and free, the mother of 
vs 211? 

And,albeit there be in this Citie (many times) cnemies 
as well as friends, and Rrangers as Citizens ; alſo,veſſels of 
honour and diſhonour, children of promiſe and children of 
wrath ; yet of this Citie there are none, nor of this houſe, 
bur they that are ſealed with the bloud of the Lambe, and 
with the word of his teſtimony to newneſle of life, and to 
be holy, and without blame before him in loue, Epheſ. 1.4. 
who, becauſe they arethe true members and liuely parts 
of this ſpiricuall habitation of God, theretfore,and for their 
ſakes, it is called the Citie of the Saints, and houſprld of 
faith, and by Danid the —_ the congregation of the 
inſt, Pſal.c11 1. the benefic whereof, howlocuer they that 
lictle know Coe leſſe regard, yet they that haue any feeling 
of the Spirit mult needes confeſle, and fay with the fame 
Prophet ; that they are bleſſed that may dwell in this houſe ; 
and that(for the time )one day in thoſe Courts is more worth 
then a thouſand yeares elſewhere, Pſal.84.4-10. yea, here, 
they will wiſh rather to be doore-keepers, that is meaneſt 
in office, and leaſt in place, then to be great or highelt in 
the tabernacles of wickedneſſe, ver.10, the reaſon is; here, 
the Lord God is ſunne an _— vato them; their ſunne 
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in the miſts of aduerfitie, and their ſhicld of defence in 


rrouble, ver.11. here they may beheld the beantie of the 
Lord, is to fee his goodneſle inthe face of Chriſt : and to 
be ſatisfied with hi pleaſures, is to receine of hu fulneſſe, 
that grace or meaſure of grace that cauſcth true toy, and 
bringeth entire and found comfort with it tothe perplex- 
cd (pirit of man : both which imply a chaxge of our wile 
eſtate, and (as it were) anew birthin it; by the which 
not onely the blinde eyes of our vnderſtandings are ope- 
ned, and the o/d man cast off with his workes z but our. hard 
hearts are ſoſtned to the will of God, and the rew man 
raiſed vpin vs to righteouſneſT? and truc holinceiſe, in the 
obcdicnce of faith according to the Goſpel]. 

Trey that thus behold the beartie of the Lord, are no 
longer in darkneſle ; for in hzs /zght, ſhel! we ſee light : and, 
as it fared with the children ot Ifracl, who had light in 
their quarters, when the reſt of Egypt was couered with 
palpable darknefle : ſo, howloeucr the Prince of darke- 
nefle doth caſt a miſt of errour, and ſpread a cloud of jg. 
norance ypon the childrenof vnbelicfe; yer the Sunne of 
rightcoutneſſe, in this Citie of his ſpirituall Itracl, and in 
the proper horizon of the children offaith,ſhall make con- 
tinuall day-light; fo ſcattering all clouds, miſts, and ouer- 
caſtings, that no night ſhall be therein, neither any going 
downe of the Sunne, Eſay 60.20. whici Sunre, becauſe he 
ſhineth in our mindes, and giuech his word to this Cutie, 
as his beames in our hearts; therefore would he haue vs 
to frame our {clues to this cleare light of the Goſpel, which 
is preached to vs, 41d ts walke as in the day; furniſhed 
with the armour of the Ight in the true knowledge of the 
{ame Goſpell, with faith and ſound obedience, and war- 
ring againſt the darkneſſe cf our ignorance, and the Prince 
thereof, ſo as we may be called{no longer ) darkneſle,bur 
light in the Lord, Eph.5.8. And theretore the Church, in 


the Rexelattion, is {aid to be cloathed withthe Sunne,and to . 


haue the AMoone vnder her feet, Apoc. 10.1. fo the inhabi- 
rants in the Church mult be cloathed with Chriſt and his 
workes ; and tread downe the world and his vanities, as 

can- 
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conteraptible things. They thr doe fo, that is, put on 
Chriſt, doe tally, by char faith they hauein him, enioy all 
the liberties and whole freedome of this Citie : as thar 
there ſhall be no condemnation to them, Rom. $.1. that all 
things, cuen their very hnnes and the diuell,theic tempter 
to finne, ſhall worke ro the beſt for them: that they haue 


to Chriſt and his merits : that the hand-writing or obliga- 
tion of Lawes that was againſt them, is done away, and an 
acquittance ſealed to them in his bloud and death, who 
tooke vp their bond, and {as a booke vtterly cancelled ) 
faftned it to his Croſſe, neucr to be of force any more; 


his death : that they haue free acceſſe to God the Father by 
Teſirs Chriſt, and may be ſure to recerne whatſoener they 
arke in hu name : that, befices large immunities from all 
kinde of bondage to finne, they are endowed plentifully 
and richly with the graces of the ſpirit to righteouſneſle : 
that, by the Word and Saciaments rightly adminifred, 
they get and retaine that peace of conſcience, that no man 
(ever ) well conceiued,but he that firſt receiued it : and, in 
a word, that they haue tor aſſurance of ſaluarion in the 
God of thcir ſsluation : theſe arc, and are ſure to be the 
franchiſes of Citizens and ſons, that are in Chrilt, and are 
| followers of Chrilt. 
' And, whorightly conſidering this in heart, may not cry 
out with the Apoſile, O altitido? O, the deepentſſe of the 
| riches both of the mercy and louc of God to mankiade ? 
| Rom.11. 7 3. that when we were nothing, he ſhould make 
| vs? and when we were worle then nothing, hee ſhoald 
| doc ſomuch, ſoexceeding much, for vs ? that, when we 
' lay polluted in our bloud, hee ſhould waſh vs with his 
owne precious bloud ? and when we were fold ynder fin, 
-redeeme vs witha price, fromthe condemaation of fine ? 
that he ſhould giue himſelfe, for ſo vile creatures, and vn» 
dertake ſo ſharmefull a death for ſo ſhareleſſe offenders ? 


| Or, as Cypriaznotes, he ſhould be that which we aregthat 
we 
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the right of ſonnes, and by ſuch right, a Iawfull intereſt ; 


that they behold a moſt ſeuere Tudge in the face of a Saui- | 
our, and by him may challenge their generall pardon, in | 
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We might be that which he is: Ir js a ſtrange thing that 
the Poets faine of Amphion, that with the ſweernefſe of 
his Muficke,he drew trees and ſtones together to the buil» 
ding of Thebes: the morall is ; that by his wiſdome and 
ſweet elocution, which was as muſicke to their cares, he 
drew a rude people, that dwelt in woods, to ciuilitie and 
manners; andto liue in ſocierie, that liced ſauagely be- 
fore. That which the Poets haue fained of efmphion and 
Thebes, is moſt true in Chriſt and his Church : for, with 
his word, as with the muſicke of heauen, he called the 
Gentiles, and of them, as of ſtones, raiſed vp children to 
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Abraham, Mat 3.9.and he made them that were Gentiles, | 


no longer Gentiles, thatis, ſtrangers, - but ſonnes: and 
thoſe that were vncircumciled in the fleſh, circumciſed in 
the ſpirit : and the old men offin, the new borne of God : 
and thoſe without Chriſt,the very members of Chriſt : and 
thoſe heires of promiſe, that had no hope : and thoſe thar 
were aljens from Iſrael, partakers with Iſrael of the co- 
uenant of life : and ſtrangers,Cirizens : and farre of,neere : 
a1d without God in the world, Gods children: and no 
people, a glorious people. 

Yet becauſ*,he is nota lewe,thatis outwardly one ; and 
becauſe many that are called, few are choſen; therefore, 
we that are Citizens,mult liue as Citizens z not the worlds 
Citizens, but Citizens with the Saints. [ern/alem # buil- 
ded as a Citie that us compatt together, Pſal. 122.3, this was 
ſpoken of the earthly, and may well be applied, both to 
the ſpirituall /er#ſalem, the Church of Grace,and the hea- 
uenly, which is the Church in glory: for, we muſt not 
thinke that Gods delight was any way, ſet vpon timher 
and ſtone ; or,at any time, ypon faire and well compacted 
buildings : bur this was rather to admoniſh the Citizens, 
then to praiſe the Cirie, teaching them, that if God be 
pleaſed with ſuch an vniformitie and compaGtednefle in 
maceriall buildings,much more will he reſpeR in them(his 
owne building by grace) ſpiritu:ll order and compacted- 
neſſe of minde. And fo, if the Cirizens at Teruſalem muſt 
be in order to God; ſhall the Citizens in the Goſpel, 


breake = 


and foundation in Gods houſhold, 


breake order, and liue in no conformity to him ? Are we 
(then) Citizens of God ? we muſt keepe Gods order, and 
not what rule we liſt in his Citie : we muſt honour his per- 
ſon and word, reuerence his name and Sabbaths, bow to 
him onely and ro no creature with him; keepe his ordi- 
nances, and obſerue his lawes. 

The Magiſtrates that watch his gates, muſt ſee that no 
prophaneneſle be either practiſed or countenanced within 
them : they mult ſee that the go0d be encouraged,and the 
euill taken away, or reformed: alſo, that all within their 
authoritic (as it were gates) ſcrue the Lord, or be made to 
ſerue him. 

The Miniſters mult faithſully execute their charge in 
the watch of this Citie : they muſt not be blinde guides, 
nor ſlcepic watchmen : and, they mult eate the rowle, and 
. goe and peaks to the howſe of Iſrael, Exzech.3.1. they muſt 

warne the people of their danger,with the crumpet at their 
mouth, Ezech.3 3.3,6. and feeding them with good and 
ſound teaching, lead them to the pure treames and riuer 
of life, 

The people, the Citizens, mult be ruled by the good 
word of God, and by humaine ordinances and lawes a- 
greeable to it : not reſiſting gouernment, and giuing ho- 
nour to God, by honouring thoſe powers that are of bim, 
Thus if we be Citizens, we muſt liue as they that dwell in 
Gods Citie, and not inthe worlds foreſt. So if we be of 
the houſhold of God, we muſt liue as his houſhold fer- 
uantsand ſonnes, and not as ſeruants of finne, and ſonnes 
of Belial, and ſo ſhame our Maſters houſe, and diſcredit 
our Maſters ſeruice : or, we muſt liue, that is,holily liue,as 
his ſeruants and ſonnes, Now, holmeſſe becommeth Gods 
houſe, Pſal.93.5. and they that are of his houſhold mult 
be holy. 

a get in that are not ſo, but they ſhall be turned 
out, as hee was , that had not on his wedding garment, 
CHMat. 22.11.13. for God cannot endure that any yncleane 

on,that any Moabite,{ ananite,1ſmalite,or other ſonne 
of Belial ſhould be witnefle of his praiſe. The gates E | 
D the 
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| the Lord 4re gates of righteonſne(ſe ; and the righteous ſhall 
enter into them, Pſal.118.19. His houſe is the houſe of his 
honour,and they that be of his houſhold, mult doe him ſer- 
uice ; which dogges and ſwine cannot doe; and there- 
Kg fore, though ſuch be ſometimes inthe houſe, yer they are 
YH but ſtrangers. and none of the houſhold : which is true in 
by: 1 all chat prophane rabble of ſwearers, drunkards, filthy a- 
i dulterers, and other netorious offenders; and in all hypo- 
crites, of whom the Apoſile Saint /ohn ſpeakech thus,rhey 
went out from vs, but they were not of vs, 1 lohn 2.19, and 
generally in all contemners and deſpiſers'of God, who, 
though they liue in his houſe, haue no inch of priuiledge, 
neither any allowance therein. | 
Gods houſhold is the houſhold of faith, and of faith. 
fullmen; or ic is the Church of Gods Saints,and not a fta- 
ble of beaſts, or cage of yncleane birds. In a word, Gods 
bouſc it is the houſe of good people, and of goodneſſe and 
will ye ſteale, murther, and commit adultery, and ſweare 
falſely , and burne your incenſe to ſtrange Gods, and come 
and ſtand before the Lord, in the houſe whereupon his 
name is called, though ye commic all theſe abominations? 
[er.7.9,10. If ye be of the houſhold of God, ye muſt not 
conſpire againſt him in his owne houſe, as a houſhold of 
rebels, and increaſe of finfull men ;z and ye muſt be ruled 
by him, and doe reuerence to him, that hath the key of the 
houſe of David. 
Some liue in bis houſe, that both diſhonour him and his 
houſe ; and many arme themſelues wich the name of the 
| Church, when yet ({auc for name) the Church bath no 
greater enemies then they are : therefore, leaſt in ſtead of 
[ the Arke of the Church, we-fall into a ſhip of Pirats, and 
in ſtead of the Lords houſe, ypon a den of theeues; we mult 
(as felloweth) ſee,that our Chriſtian outward calling haue 
a good and ſure foundation, 
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VERS. 20». 


Built vpon the foundation of the Apoiilerand Prophets,aud 
Jeſus Chriſt (himſelfe ) the chiefe corner-ftone. 


"oe is grounded, by the doArine of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles,vpon Chriſt. The RhemiFs,in their annotati- 
ons ypon the new Teftament, would wreſt this, which is 
here {poken of the foundation in Chriſt, to the perſons of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, his ſeruants. But befides that 
it makes flatly againſt the ſupremacy of Petey, to have that 
giuen toall, that they would appropriate to himzit ſeemes 
to haue no ſhadow of that,that they would haue it in ſub- 
ſtonce to be : for, whether by the foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, be meant. (as ſorne vnderſtand it) that 
the vocation of the Genti/es had the ſame ground, which 
the Prophets and Apoſtles had ; or (which ſeemeth to be 
neererto the Apoſtles minde ) that the dotrine of the A- 
poſilez and Prophets, was the foundation of their calling 
in Chriſt, in neither can it any way favour their abſurd 
opinion : or, if there had bin any reſpect of perſons, in this 
recitall of names ; the Apoſtle might as well haue mentio- 
ped the Patriarks, to on the promiſe was made, and 
the worthy Kings, by whom it was continued;as the Apo- 
files and Prophets by whom it was (but) ſpoken. And 
(here) firſt he nameth them thar were laſt; 2 wit, the A- 
poſiles; not that they preached any other; doQtrine then 
was agreeable to thar of the prophets, which were before 
them; but becauſe they witneſſed thatro be done, which 
(before,) was but promiſed tobe done; and were imme- 
diately ſent to manifeſtthar clearely (e3itwere inche = 
| ſanne ) to the world, which by che Prophets) ſo long 

| fore, was but ſhadowed : for, albeit the fathers in the old 
TeRtameint, had (at all times) che Pcophers(as it were the 
le(ty Rarres of beaucn ) to give themlight;'yer was it,” in 
| a manner, night withthem all, rill cheſunne of righteouſ- 


nefſe (Chriſt Ieſu ) did ariſe vntothem, Whoſe light, be- 
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cauſe it was in great meaſure beſtowed vpon the A 

files, as alſo becauſe (after his aſcenſion) the holy Ghoſt 
in viſible maner.c:me downe vpon them, therefore was the 
do&trine,which they taught,a neceſſary meane,by which to 
jay the foundation of the Church vponChriſt, This,though 
the Church of Rome doth labour co auoide , by proving 
thatthere was a Church, before the word was written with 
inke or engrauen in one, and ſo making it to be more 
probable that the Church ſhould giue authoricie ro the 
Word, then take any from it : yet becauſe we know thar, 
howloeuer there was light in the world before the Sarine 
was placed in his tabernacle in heauen, Gen.1.3.16. yet 
when che Suane, the chiefe of the two great lightz was 
made, there was no light that was not derijued from it : 
we are perſwaded that though the heauen of the Church 
had her light of knowledge, within, before the light of 
lecters came; yet 2s ſoone as the word was written, which 
was written when that Law, imprinted at thefirſt in eL- 
dam and Emnecs heart, began to weare; all the light the 
Church had was to be borrowed from the Word ; firſt of 
the old Teftament, and after ofthe old and new. And this 
we may learne of the Apoſtles themſclues, whoſe Church 
was, (it -ſelfe) grounded vpon the doQtrine of the Pro- 


foundation in Chriſt. 


ſentthem, and who when the fulneſle of time was come, 
Gal. 4.4. came himlſelfe, and brought his everlaſting Goſ- 

Il withhim; therefore Chriſt (as followeth) is men:io- 
ned and ſpoken of by an excellency; a Teſus Chriſt: him- 
ſclfe; and Chriſt the chiefe corner ſtone : for, thouph the 


God, were built vpon the toundation, that is, doctrine of 
the Apoliles and Prophets ; yet were they not built ypon 
them, but ypon Chriſt, who,as he is the ground of all tairh, 
ſois he the matter and end of all Scripuure: and therefore 
ypon him, the Gentiles and all Churches were, and are 


(properly) laid by their doctrine, 
| And, 


—— 


phers,which is here added,as another part of the Churches. 


Gentiles, in their yocationto the Citie and houſhold of 


But becauſe the doArine was not theirs , bit his that | 


| 


and foundationin Gods houſhold. 


And whoſocuer buildeth ( I'doe nor ſay) vpon any 0. 
ther buc him, but vpon any other wich him, hath the leſſe 
hold of this foundation, and the lefſe aſſurance of his owne 
building, This Rone, this chiefe ſtone, laid in Sion, was 
and is contemprtible-in the eyes of the world, and therefore 
refuſed by worldly builders, P/al. r18. 22. yet was it 
made the head of the corner, and (here) the chiefe corner. 
fone : not by compariſon with ochers ; as our aduerſa- 
ries would haue it, that they may make them t» be of the 
toundation that are ſcarce of the building, and heads thar 
are no ſound memb<rs of the Church ; but becauſe, to 
him, that is (onely) high, all things are aſcribed in the 
higheſt degree. 

And he is called the corner-ſtone , becauſe both ſorts'of 
people, lewes and Gentiles ate reconciled, and (equal- 
ly) founded in him : for, he is the Sonne, whom we muſt 
kifle when God is angry, P/al.2. 1 2. It is his face,in whom 
we mult, and onely can behold the glory of God : ro him 
was giuen a name aboue all names, Phil. 2.9. neither is 
there any other name yader heauen, by which we mult be 
faued, As 4.12. Tertuliancals bim the ſeale to both Te» 
ſtaments; and Saint eA»uftix the knot, in the which all 
the Articles of our Faith are bound ,vp, or which holds 
them altogether : and (therefore) are the righteous ſaid 
to bee as Mount Sion , which: cannot bee remooued, 
but remaine for cuer, P/alme 115. 1. Becauſe they are 
grounded vpon that ſtone, in Sion, in which, whoſoe- 
uer trufteth, fall not be aſhamed, E/as 28.16. 1.Pes. 2.6. 
which tone, is not onely ſo ele& and precious, that wee 
cannot haue a better, but ſo neceſſary and: fo fingular that 
we may hauc no other. For other foundation no man may 
lay, then that which is already laid, Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Corn. 
2-11. in him is the ſumme of our ſaluarion, and all the 
parts. Hee is the authour and finiſher of our fairh, Heb, 
12.2, the beginning and the end; the eAipha and Omega 
thereof, and of whatſoeuer is berweene., eFpoc.1.8. "And 
(to be ſhon;) hee alone is all in all ynro vs, wiſedome, and 
rightcouſnefle, and a} redemption: x Coy. | 
=. 1.30. 
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| 1.30..and in him doe the Gentiles truſt. Rem.15.12. But 
were the Gentiles, and are wee, that ſometimes were as 
theſe Gentiles, laid by one continual and confiant dodtrine 
of the Prophets & Apoſtles, vpon Chriſt? Then is there bur 
one rule, both to:them and vs, of faith vnto ſaluation, by 
the doctrine of the Scriptures. For did not (all) cate of the 
ſame ſpirituall meate? And did not (all) drinke of the 
ſame ſpiriruall drinke ? and were not ( all) baptized vnto 
CAſoſes, inthe cloud,andin the Sea? x Cor. 10. 2.3,4. That 
is, was not one Law (asit were Moſes ) and one Goſpel, 
as it were {pirituall meate, and ſpiricuall drinke in Chriſt, 
to Iew and Gentile ? To theſe Gentiles, and to vs that 
were Gentiles, and are Chriſtians? So, the Goſpel is ſaid 
to bee the power of God ynto ſaluation to every beleeuer, 
to the Iew firſt, and alſo to the Grecian. Rom. 1.16.” Nor * 
oac to them, and another to vs, but one to both, 

The people before Chriſt, and wee now in Chriſt, were 
of one houſhold, and ynder one goucrnour : now the peo- 
ple of one Kingdome, and (much more) priuate perſons 
of one houſe haue but one law, For the great Ged of [{- 
reel, is ndtlike that grear King of the Macedons,of whom 
it is written, that as niany nations as hee had vnder him, 
ſo many kird:s of ſcruice hee received of them : but ſo 
ielous rather teis of his glory, and true ſervice, thar as ke 
admirs noGod but himſclte, ſo he vouchſafeth no ſeruice 
but bis owne z and acknowledges no ſeruice of his owne, | 
but what is done by his'owne Word, andtendred-in his 
owne Sonne. RT. g 

eAbrahams erecde, and oursarc one ; and the booke 
g vchich eLbraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael had in their heart, as 
| it was, hidden.inthe Wall. 2 X*»g.22.8. Wee (their 
Reritie ) who walke in the Reppes of their faith, hauc in 
our hands; ſaue that they had bur an epitome of Chriſt, 
and wee the-yolume at large. God ſpake by his Prophers 
in the old Teſtament, by his fontic in the New. Heb. 1:1 ; 2. 
Is not thetongue af God alway the ſame, and one to all ? 

Or did hte ſpeake comrarily to our fathers and to vs? In 
| divers manners1 grant,for he liſped (as it were ) by Aſoſes 
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and feundation in Gods boaſhold. 


to them, in ſund:y tipes, figures, and ſhadowes of things | 


ro come: Exo4. 4. 10. But to vs hee hath ſpoken plaine- 
ly by Chriſt in the Goſpel. So that wee haue the fame 
Word that they had, but more legible, and in a fairer ler. 
ter; and they hauc the ſame Law that we haue, bur more 
vailed with ceremonies, and darker tothe then it is to 
vs. The Chunich and people of Rome, who ſay with thole 
Iewes, which purſued Chriſt ro death, wee hauc a Law : 
Toh.19.7.Haue another rule,not drawne vpon the ground, 
nor according to the rule of faith, neither yer built vpon 
the foundation that is (here) ſpoken of, but of Popes and 
Councels, 

The great things of Gods Law they count as a ftrange, 
thing or thing they much reſpeAnot : Hoſ.8.1 2.only,their 
owne dreames pleaſe them. But there is enough { leaf} 
written) for the guiding of euery true belecuer co Chriſt, 


and to lite in him : bn 20, 31. and they that will not q ———— 
heare Moſes and the Prophets,how ſhall other things per. F —— 


ſwad them? Zuke 16.31. Here alſo we haue no building, 
but ypon the Apoſiles and Prophets, Miniſters; and 
Chriſt the Maſter, vpon their Doctrine, and bis perſon : 
and what warrant ( then ) for additions to theſe b ſuch 
as they were, of whom God complaineth by Ezechiel ; 
that they ſet their threſhold by his threſholds, and their 
poſts by his poſts. £z2ch.4 3.8, I ſpeake of our aduerfaries, 
who adding to that which is written, ſo many ynwritten 
fabulous vanities, to which they giue the countenance of 
Scripture, doe ſet the threſho!d of tradition, by the thre- 
ſhold of the Word writtea , making the Lords ftluer 
Crofle, and mingling his Wine, with worſe then water. 
Eſ48. 1. 22+ 

Bur wee that haue a moſt ſure Word of the Prophets, 
let vs take heede vntoit, 2 Pet.1.19. and be wiſe in that ; 
not aboue that with Heretickes, nor agaiuft that with A- 
theiſts, that is able, and therefore ſufficient enough of ir 
ſelfe, to make vs wiſe to ſaluation, 2 75.3.15. Ler vs not 
with the Papiſts , whom we heare condemned, make ir 
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onely a partiall rule of our lives, but (impartially ) ſet our | 


wayes | 
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wayes to it, with reſpe& to all Gods Commandements. 
Neither let vs preſume to giue our ſelues a diſpenſation 
for any thing forbidden by ic, though neuer ſo ſmall; 
which is bur to ere a court of facultics in our owne bo- 
ſomes againſt it. Fur ſome will commit a finne, and then 
firetch che Word, to make it a little finne, if it bee great : 
and if it be lictle, ro make it nothing. But good Chri tians 
malt be builded, as well in their conuerſatioa as faith, vp- 
on the Apoſtles, Prophets, and Chriſt, that is, vpon the 
whole Word of God, that they ay bee abſolute, being 
made perfe& vnto all good workes : 2 Tim. 3. 17. that is, 
made perfect indeced,and furniſhed chorowly to rhe power 
ot god!ineſſe, 

And therefore, they are iuſtly reprooned, who ſecke to 
any thing in their corporall and fpirituall ditireſſe, rather 
then to the Scriptures. In the worthip of God, ſome more 
eſtecme their owne opinion and the tradition of their El- 
ders, then the rules of the Word. If they bee ſicke, they 
will goe ( firſt) ro carnall meanes, and (lafily ) ro Scrip- 
ture, In their appare!l,they are rather led by the faſhion,in 
their recreation by the company, in eating end drinking 
by their appetite, then the Scriptures. And (generally ) 
in their liues, it is eſteemed a courſe too ſtrit, and of too 
much niceneſle to ſtand to the direction of the Scriptures. 
Gods intent in writing and giuing his Word, was the ſer- 
ling of our hearts in the truth, and the grounding of our 
affeRions by the nature thereof : if therefore wee care not 
to build our faith vpon it by the Miniſterie, nor to dire 
our courſe by it.in our ordinagy way, that jt may bee ſaid, 
though in a better ſenſe, this was done that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled : John 19.36. we fruſtrate Gods purpoſe 
of inditing holy Scripture, and make our ſelues guiltie of a 
prodigious finne, or a finne, as bad as.the finne.of Wictch- 
craft. 1 Sam.I 5-23» 

Befides, in our obedience this way, our owne good is 
ſought; but wee ouer throw it, and our ſclues by odjous 
diſobedience, Therefore the Lord by Ezechie! ſpeaketh 

| thus; Statutes and ordinances haue I giuen them,which (if 
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and foundation in Gods howſpold, 
2 man doe he ſhall liue in them, Ezech.20.1 1. Loe, the do- 
ing of them is our life, or our gaine; asthe not doing of 
them muſt needes be, and juſtly,our deſtruQtion, 

Laſtly, not ro build ypon the Word, is to build ypon ig- 
norance; and ſo to build Popery in vs : which in ſtead of 
building in Conſcience, is to build in Hell : for, there is no 
conſcience, that is, good conſcience, without it ; and with- 
out good conſcience what are we, but vnconſcionable fin- 
ners? So much for our building vpon the foundation : bur, 
what manner building muſt this be? for the manner, it 
muſt be a coupling together : and for the end, it muſt be a 
holy Templein the Lord: as it followerh. 
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VERS. 21. 


In whom all the building coupled together, groweth vnto ave 
. boly Temple in the Lord. 


HE common knot that coupleth ys to God, and one 
to another, is the ſpirit : and in the ſpirit, this buil- 
ding muſt be coupled, as with the foundation by Faith, ſo 
in ic ſelfe by loue: for it commonly falleth our, that that 
which is diuided in- it ſelfe, is cafily from it ſelfe diuided 
alſv. And therefore as we baue one God and Father of 
all, which is aboue all, and through all, and in vs all : exe 
Lord, one Faith, one Bapts/me, Epheſ:4.5.ſo muſt we pro- 
uide to be knit together in one minde, and in one iudge- 
ment, 1.Coy.1.10, and to be (as the primitiue beleeuers 
were) sf one heart, and of one ſoule, Att 4.32. endeanon- 
ring to keepe (as rauch as we may ) the vnitie of the Spirit 
mthe bond of peace, Epheſ.4.3. a 
They dwell neere _ that inhabit in one Citiezbut 
Chriſtians (who are holy Citizens, are Citizens with the 
Saints ) ſhould dwell neerer in heart then men doe in their 
houſes. The communien of Saints is as an yndiuided Ci+ 
tie; and Cities in ynitic are goodly Cities : ſo is it a geod(y 
theng for brethren to dwell together in vnitie, Pſal. 133.1. | 
E Againe, 
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divided 2 was Teruſalemcompactia ir ſelie? and ſhall Ice 
ruſalems Cuizens iarre ?- mult hes buildings touch roge- 
ther? Pſal.12}. 3+ and.(hall not Chriſtian brethren touch, 
necrer, who are linked in faith, and ioyned in Chriſt? muſt 
our houſes be vniforme ? and ſhall wee, that liue in ſuch 
houſes, liue in no agreement ? One faith well,the Church 
leaueth to be,whey ſhe leauethro be one, And, therefore, 
they doe-not a litile decejue them(elues, who thioke they 
can grow in the root, and be torne from the branches : or, 
hold the foundation, and be rent in the roote; for, the 
branches muſt be vnited that will grow in the root ; and 
the roofe muſt be ſound and well coupled, that will, any 
while, keepe the foundation. 

This would be confidered of all, both houſe and buil- 
ders ; but ſpecially the builders, or labourers in this buil- 
ding, ſhould confider that it much concerneth them to be 
at peace among themſc]ues, and with the Church : there- 
fore ſhould they ſtudy,not neſs be quiet among them» 
ſelues, but to ſowe among thoſe that heare them,the ſeeds 
of peace. 

yr to this they may take ſome light from the very 
Prince of darkeneffe ; who knowing that his Kingdome 
can no longer continue then he makes it hold together, 
doth therefore,he and his, confpireto divide ys, but can 
neuer be perſwaded to divide rhemſclues : all their labour 
is to make'a rend jnour Church, ad to ſtop enery lntle 
chiake im their owne; alſo, ro keepetheir owne foundati- 
on, and to ſhake ours, How much more ſhould the buil- 
ders of Gods Church , both build therafelues, and i, 
with louing cxhortations to peace ; that prace may be with- 
in their wals , and profperitie (the aiquys of godly 

) within their palaces ? Pſal.12.2.7." | 

And for the ſpirituall houſe, which is builded by them, 
how ſhould ithold agreement with the truth, and with ir 
ſelfe ; not carried into faRion and parts, according to theſc 
dimded , Taxmoof Pant,and 1 of Apoilor and Cephas, 
and I am( brifts,x Cor.1.22, ſecing euen the children - 

he 
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Agaiae, Chriſts Coat had no feame; and ſhall his body be. 
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hell and houſhold of Belia/, doe agree ſo well (Gill I mighe 
ſay) both againſt vs, end with errour and lying vanities, 
againſt God, and his righteouſneſle ? | 
And yet, that we may not take the dry bones of peace 
for thar peace which is coupled with holinefle : the mar- 
row being gone ; it is to be confidered, rhat every peace is 
not tobe followed : for, whar peace,where lezabel and her 
formications are ? 2 King.9.22. what peace with the [e- 
zabel of Italie ? and what peace with the Rowiſh witch- 
crafts ? better open warrethen ſuch peace : bur I ſpake of 
peace among our ſelues : wherein(yet)we mult take heede 
of hauing peace with the vnfruirfull workes of darkneſſe ; 
and, fo, generall perſwaſjons to peace muſt be linked, 
which made the Apoſtle to ſay, 5f it be poſrible, and, as 
much a5 in you ts, haxe peace with all men: now, what' we 
may doe poſſibly, that we may doe lawfully ; and fome- 
times we may ſceke peace and not finde ir, at a churles 
hands : if, then, mans incorrigibleneſſe breake the peace, 
and ſome mans frowardneſle will haue no peace, we are in 
no fault, if we live nor familiarly with ſuche-.bur we 'muft 
be in charity with them, and pitie them in their cujls,pray- 
ing for their amendment, and ready, vpon it, to be recon- 
Ciled ; elſe we (our ſelues )are not children of peace. And 
in this ſenſe, we muſt have peace with all wen : and yet not 
fit vpon one, or the ſame ftoole with the workers-of inj- 
quitie : for, if we ſec a thiefe, we may not runne with 
him; we muſt, here,diuide our ſelues from him in his finne, 
but not inour charitie : and vile perſons we muſt hate, 
Pſal.15.4. thatis, as ſinners, not as men, To be ſhort 
(therefore) if we will hane peace withmen, 1 meaneſuch 
peaceand in ſich manner, as may make ir lawfult and 
good ; we muſt, firſt,ſee it be not againſtGod, and ſohaue 
no peace, to wit, of fatniliarity, with Papiſts, Dowe.19. 21. 
Dext.r;.chap. whole, ' 2 Chron:19. 252 Cori6.1g/econd- 
ly, that it be not againſt the Commonowealti:. for; what 
with Traitors? thirdly, thar: it be' not” againft our 
rethren, whom we muſt nor hurt, but /o#c 45 owr ſelwes. 
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Fourthly, that it be not againſt our ſelues, our ſoules, or 
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bodies by euill > fellowſhip : for, totouch the pitch of the 


wicked; is to be defiled with tne © company : and peace 
with the wicked, is called by H:/arze,a flauery,bur no true 
ee. 
All theſe kindes of peace are carnall and impious, or 
peace more cruell then any warre, which I leaue to thoſe 
who cry with one voyce, let him be crucified, Mat 2722. 
the peace required cm is the peace of charicie, the bro. 
therly peace of Chriſtians, and this we oweto all, euen to 


good and bad; te the good, for that they haue ; and rothe | 


ad, for that they may haue : ſo much the rather, becauſe 
that the »»itierequired in this building, is not that wee 


| ſhould be coupled onely, that is, knit, or glewed,or arti» 


ficially made faſt one to another ; but,as followeth : 
Grow, as it were into one, or ſo together, that we may 
be as vnwilling to be divided from our brethren, as wee 
would to haye our owne limbs torne from vs : and for 
this cauſe, and jn this ſenſe, are the parts of this building 
called by Saint Peter,not dead flones that mult be faſtned 
with morrer, but liuely, 1 Pet.2.5. which recciues from 
the corner Rone, as from their roor, ſap and life ſufficient, 
though not in one meaſure, yet as is fitteſt for euery ones 
calling, and beſt for the whole building. And therefore it 
is not enough to bein the foundation, and vnited to the 
building, vnleſſe wee daily grow (as it further followeth) 
vnto an holy Temple in the Lord : which is alſo meant by 
the ſtone in Dawel, which being cut our of the Mountaine 
without hands, grew, and became great, and filled the 
earth, Dar.2. 35. for, by ſuch increaſe, we come to be the 
Temple, or habiration of God : by it God dwels in vs, not 
as he: j$in his eternall godhead, every where ; buc as he is 
ſpecially in the faithfull by his Spirit ; and yer wee are not 
many,bur 6ne Temple : and the ſame ſpirit which is whol- 
ly in every one, is but whally one in all : ſo wee haue the 
And now ſecing weare called fromſo baſe aneſtate; as 
we would riſe from baſcneſle jn the werldly birth, to-more 


bam more greatneſſe, and would alſo depart further and | 
| | | | ' further We 
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further from an obſcure parentage to a better ſtocke and 
family : ſo in the heauenly new-birth,our defire(whatſoe- 
uerir be greater ) ſhould be no leſſe to grow and increaſe 
more and more in Ipirituall and true greatneſſe; and fur- 
ther and further to bee remoued from the parentage of 
ſinne, tothe noble ocke of Chrilt, which is the diuine ge- 
neration of the Sonne of God, This growing mult bee in 
the Lord, or in the ſundry ſtatures of his feare, from glory 
to Þ plory. For the eſtate of a Chriſtian in regeneration, is 
not a retrograde or ſtanding till, but a going forward 
therein, Philip. 3.16. And as children grow by the milke 
that they receiue : ſo, and vpon this condition we receiue 
the milke of the word, but it is,that we may grow thereby, 
1. Peter 2.2, Or if wee haue tafted how bountifull the 
Lord is; this taſting of him, how can it but ſet vs on a 
longing, till we be filled with him? verſe 3. That is, filled 
with the knowledge of him, when the Word dwellech 
richly in vs, and not in a beggarly manner ? Co/of; 3. 16, 
And filled with the obedience and loue of the truth , when 
wee walke no longer in the fleſh, but in the Tpirit or good 
way of life : and lanch foorth, Lake 8.22. or faile forward, 
(asa Ship gone our of the Hauen ) from the ſhore of the 
new birth, to the Hanen of our peace in death, Many are 
at a and in knowledge, and rather goe back-ward then 
forward in the my of grace. Such grow but vntowardly, 
and prooue dwarfes, and not men of any ſtature in Chriſt. 
But in 244 virtutis, non progreds eſt regredi; in the way of 
true yertue, not to goe on, 15 to goe backe : and, as it can= 
not be a member of a growing body, that growerh nor, as 
the body doeth : ſoncither can it bee any liuely member of 
atrue Church, that proſpereth not , as that Churcty doth 
with the increaſes 0 God. All non proficients (therefore ) 
in the degrees and ſchoole of regeneration,are bad Chriſti- 
ans, and not members growing into Chriſt, but members 
pro forma, that is, for Aſhion onely ; and fv, are as farre 
from the end, as they fall ſhort of the meanes of being as 


it followeth. 
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es holy Temple in the Lord, &-c. For, how can = 
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bee a fic Temple, or habitation for God by His Spirit to 
dwell in, which groweth not into a building ? What man 
can conuenichtly, and will contentedly dwell in a houſe 
that is but begun to be built, and before it haue any,cither 
roofe or couer ? And willthe high God dwell in any houſe 
in his Ieruſalem below, whoſe neither wall is builded, nor 
roofe couered ? but tb proceede: the words that follow 
have two points in them of ſpeciall conſideration : as the 
qualitie of this Temple, it muſt be holy : and the reaſon 
thereof; it is the habitation of God by his Spire. It is called 
a Temple, by allufion co the Temple that was at Ter»ſa- 
lem, which was a type of the fpirituall Teruſalem and 
Church of Chriſt : and this is either of all the (tones toge- 
ther, which is the Church; framed with the corner-ſtone, 
which is Chriſt : or of the ſtones conſidered ſeparately by 
themſclues, cucry one of which makes a fingular temple,as 
all rogether makes an yniuerſall in Chriſt, So many Chri- 
ſtians therefore, ſo many liuely ones toward the building 
of the generall Temple : and yet euery true Chriſtian is a 
Temple to God, x Cor,3.16. & 6.19. And this Temple, 
both the whole, and cuery ſtone in it, mult be holy,that is, 
endewed with holineſſe, and purged from the luſt of con. 
cupifcence, which was the luft of thoſe which knew not 
God, 1 Theſ. 44,5. which worke of reformatien, though 
it ſhall be hindred by many, as the ſecond Temple at Ieru- 
ſalem had many aduerſaries, \ eh. 4-1,2,7,8, & 2.19,20. 
yet ſhall it proceede to the perfection of the body of Chriſt, 
as that other building went forward, and was finiſhed, 
notwithſtanding all that either malice or craft could doe 
againſt it, 

Onely, let vs not hinder it our ſelnes, by living in vn- 
cleanneſſe, and by negleting to purge our ſelues, that wee 
may be a peculiar people to Gog, zealous of workes, 
Tit.2.14. And, what we beleeue let vs iſe ; wee be- 
leeuca holy Catholique Church, let ys therefore praftiſe 
holineffe, that our practiſe be not againſt our faith. Lee vs 
labour to be holy, as hee is holy that hath called vs. 1 Peter 
1.15,16, And ſecing hee hath waſhed vs, who hath giuen 
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himſelfe for vs, let vs not plunge our ſelues againe in the 
mire, Epheſ. 5.25, 36. to wit, in the mire of our firſt cor 
rupt nature, 


mm, 
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VERS. 23« 


In whom you all are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit. 


F Or, who will prepare for a great man (his friend) ina 
foule houſe, or lodge himina ſtable? And is any per- 
ſon greater, or friend better to ys then God? Or, is any 
4 or roome of the houſe, fowler then an ynpurged 
conſcience? And what ſtable is more loathſome, then the 
loathſome table , or rather tie of a wicked heatt? Bur, 
how doeth God dwell in vs? Reſp. Minifterially by his 


. Word and Sacraments, and (principally ) by his Spiric, 


For his Word (therefore) ſeeing hee dwelleth in vs by it ; 
wee muſt reſolue to giue to it, as to himſelfe, our beſt en. 
tertainement : lodging it in the belt roome of the houſe, 
the heart, and not in the out-houſe of the care. And for the 
Sacraments; chiefely chat of the Supper, the chamber 
muſt be trimmed, wherein Chrift will cate that Sacrament 


with his Diſciples. CIarke 14. 15, 16. And, for thatep 


which is chicte, and expreſſed in my Text, the Spirit, ſec- 
ing it is the Spirit of God, and very God ; wee mult take 
heed how wee finne againſt it, that is, the good motions of 


it in our hearts, wilfully, and diſpitefully : for that is a | 


fickeneſſe to death, for which chere is no Phificke by 
repentance. 

This is a finne of men ealightned with the trueth, The 
Gentiles, without God, cannot commir ie, neither the 
lewes, that are without Chriſt. A finne, wherein a man 
falles away, generally, and malitiouſly from God, yea, for 
eucr and vterly from him, in all the effeRs of a reprobate 
heart, and hcart that cannot repent. This is that great 
finne; which Saran hath ſo blacked, that it can neuer bee 
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made white : a ſfinne that ſhall not bee forgiuen to a man, 
cither in this World, or in the World to come ; that is, 
neuer, /at.1 2.32. 
neſt. But is not-the finne againſt the holy Ghoſt, a 
ſinne againſt the Father, and Sonne as well as him ? 
e-2nſ. This ſinne, if we conſider the perſon of the koly 
Ghoſt, it is no more againſt it, then it is againſt the perſons 
of the Father and the Sonne : but becauſe the holy Ghoſt 
immediately, both conuincech conſcience , and calight- 
neth it; therefore when we ſinne againft knowledge, and 
the light of our hearts, we are ſaid properly, and direQly 
| toſinne, not agaiaſt the Father, or Sonne, but haly Ghoſt, 
But a Chriſtian may finne againſt rhe Spirir, though in 
a farre leſſer degree of finne againſt him, then by this, 
which is ſo bitterly offenſiue againſt all his graces in our 
hearts, . 
To know how ; wee muſt firſt know how, and in what 
reſpetzrhe holy Ghoſt may be ſaid to dwell in a Chrifti- - 
an, or God by him. And this is not in regard of ſubRtance 
| « (for the whole ſubſtance of the holy Ghoſt, which cannot 
| bee diuided, cannor bee ſhut yp within the body or ſoule 
of man) bur in reſpeR of ſome particular workeor ope- 
ration, Now a Chriſtian may finne againſt this worke of 
'1t the Spirit in him; either when grace is offered, and not 
accepted of; or accepted of, and not well yſed, For ex- 
ample, grace was offered to the old World by XY gah,and 
hee warned them (for a hundred and twenty yeeres ) by 
{ preparing the Arke : but they had neither cares to heare it, 
nor hands to receiue it, and ſothe Arke, that is, the time 
of repentance, offered by ir, condemned them. Heb.x 1.7. 
1 Sodom was exhorted to repentance by juſt Zoe,and a plea= 
| ſant land : yer ſhee reieQed the Spirit that ſpake by theſe 
ynto her. 2 Per.2.6,7,3. The gheſts that were bidden to 
the ſupper, were bidden by the Spirit to it; but they re- 
fuſed ro come, Luke 14. 18, 19, 20. Stexen ſpake by the 
Spirit tothe Jewes,but they ſtopped their eares, AF.7.57. 
neither vouckſafing to heare him, nor the Spprit, by which 
| | he ſpake. *% 
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Many times, the Miniſters of the Goſpel knocke at our 
hearts by their exhortations, and warnings to repentance, 
yea, many biddings wee haue, by fickenefſe, and other 
wayes, and wee doe as much. Bur this is to refuſe grace, 
when the Spirit offereth ir, which cannot but grieue the 
Spirit, by the which wee are ſcaled to the day of our re- 
demption. Epheſc 4, 30. 

* And this is one kinde of finne againſt the Spirir : an- 
other is, when wee make the Spirit weary of vs, hauing 
receiued it, or grieue it by our wicked behaujour, not 
viing our Gheſt well. Which made the Apoſile in the 
foorth Chapter of this Epiſtle , and the thirtieth verſe 
(as wee heard ) to exhort theſe Epheſians, not to prieue, 
or make fad the Spiritin them, Where hee compareth 
the holy Gheſt to a gheſt, and our bodies and ſoules 
to Innes, 

Now, as men will vſe their gheſts well, that they may 
come againe.: ſo would che Apoſtle haue all Chriſtians, in 
cheſe Chriſtian Epheſians, ſo to entertaine a good motion, 
as a good gheſt,when itis offered,that it may come againe, 
and bring more company with it, to enrich this, ſhall I 
ſay Inne? Nay Temple of the Spirit, the heart, with the a- 
* boundance of ſpirituall wealth, and bleſſings in heauenly 
things in Chriſt, 

But the children of God / themſelues ) doe not al- | 
wayes keepe one tenure in receining the Spirit, when 
by it, grace is offered to them, for the auoiding of ſome 
euill, or the doing ſome good. For ſometimes, they are 
lefle apt to pray, leſle fit to heare, andlefſe prepared to 
the Sacrament, then at ſome other times they bee, Yea, 
they may haue lefſe feare of finne, care of well doing, 
zeale in prayer, and comfort in the Word at one time 
then another. 

This indeede, is a tempting of the Spirit, which n_ 
it make him not deſirous to be gone, yer ſomewhat cgoles 
his loue toward vs, as in Dad and others. And there- 
fore, we mul} ftriue with prayer, againſt all manner of de- 

cay in theſe ſpirituall riches, _ omit no oportunitie to | 
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doc well, as hee that meanes to bee rich in his trade, will 
omit no meanes of gaining by it. And (here) let vs con- 
ſider what a ſhame it is for the children of God, though 
they cannot looſe the Spirit, tolcoſe, for ſome ſeaſon, any 
graces (which they once had) of the ſanRifying Spirit. 
For was it not a ſhame for Lor,who was ſo chaſt in Sodom, 
to commir ſuch inceft, out of Sedows, in a: Caue in the 
Mountaine ? Ge, 19. 32-35. And did itnot greatly blot 
Daxids Chronicle, that in the dayes of peace (which hee 
did not inthe time of warre) hee ſhould fill his eyes with 
adulcery, and Raine his hands with blood ? 2 Sam. 11, 
2, 2, 4, $+ 15+ 

How weake was Sampſon that was ſo ſtrong, and 
how ridiculous, that was ſo feared, when the Lord de- 
parted from him? /zdg. 16. 20. 25, So Peter, loofing by 
the denfall of his Maſter, much of that courage hee had, 
when hee cut of Malchus right eare; [ohn 18.10. how 
was he poſed, and ouercome ot two filly maydes ? CIar. 
26.6971. And ſurely, if it bcea matter of diſcredit, being 
rich, to become poore in worldly ſubſtance, what greater 
ſhaine is it, being rich in grace, to decay inthe Heauen- 
ly treaſure? 

This ſhould make vs to purge our ſclues (daily) from 
all filchineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirit, 2 Cor. 7.1. nat to be 
careleſle, as if in proſperitic we could not be moued, P/a/. 
39.6,7, for, a man may take a dangerous ſurferafter a full 


[Feaſt of grace : and to be humbled, when wee haue done 


our belt ; confefling that we are wnprofitable, Lok. 17.10. 
the beſt haue their infirmities : and in enery Chriftian 
wombe, as in Rebeccahs, there is an Eſa of fleſh,and 7» 
cob of ſpirit Frugling together,Gen.25.22. we are ſanQifi- 
ed but in part, and corruption goerh not out but with our 
laſt enemy. 

In a word, in all the regenerate , there is a mixture 
of ſleeping and. waking, Cart.5.2. of finne aud grace: 
it concernes ys. (therefore) that pur on our harneſſe,notro 
boaſt, as he that putteth it off, 1 King. 20. 11. and ſo to 
take heede that we giue the ſpirit no occaſion, by fainting, | 
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or becomming ſecure in that warre, which is betweene the 
fleſh and fpiric in euery Chriſtian ſoule,Gal.g. 17. Ir is ſure 


that the eleQcan neuer quite looſe the ſpirit, that js, the 
ſauing graces of the ſpirit that dwelleth in them : and yer 
it is as ſure that the ſame may, by finning againſt it (ſun- 
dry wayes) looſe the feeling, the comfort, the joy and 
peace of it, for a ſeaſon; which made Daxid to pray vnto 
God, that he would not take hs ſpirir, that is, the ioy of 
his ſpirit {rom him, as appeareth,P/a/l.51.11,12. They chat 
take him to ſpeake otherwaies, ſay, that he ſpake but as a 
diſtempered fi:k-man, who ſpeakes, he knowes not well 
what himſelfez and what maruell that a guiltie priſoner at 
the bar (the water ſtanding in his eyes)ſhould miſſe in rea- 
ding of his owne pardon. 

But I rake ir, that David was come to himſelfe, when 
hee penned that exemplary Palme of his finne for the 
Churches inftrufion ; and that therefore hee knew what 
he ſaid, not diſtrufting any rotall lofle of the ſpirit of adop= 
tion, but onely deſiring that his feeling might come againe 
vnto him, and that he might haue (as he once had) both a 
free and joyfull ſpirit in worſhipping toward God. Yet, 
let hisexample bea warning to vs who haue receiued a 
farre leſler portion of ſaaCitying grace then Daxid had : 
for, where ſuck a Cedar fell, /-t him that ftandeth, take 
heede leaſt he fall, Cor.10.12.if fo excellent a man,fo high- 
ly exalted,as ypon his ſtrong hill, P/al.30.7.was fo quick- 
ly vypon the loe ground in his adultery and murder, as ap- 
peareth by his penitentiall Pſalme, wee had neede to take 
heede that we griene not the ſpirit, who ſtand yponſoloe 
a banke already. 

How this may bee, and how this our moſt worthy 
Gheſt may bee grieued , after wee haue received him 
into houſe, and ſo our light eclipſed,though not quenched 
as inthe darknefle it {clfe ; wee may ſee it, though ſome- 
what darkely, in certaine carthly fimilicudes : for, as if, 
when ſome noble Gheſt ſhould offertocome vnto vs, we 
ſhonld receiue him bur in ſome out or backe houle, not in 
our belt lodgings, wee ſhould conſtraine him with indig- 
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nation toleaue vs. 

So, for this Lordly Gbeſt (the Spirit) who commeth 
toys in his Word gloriouſly, as in his Charet: if we turne 
both ir and him contemptuouſly into ſome forſaken cor- 
ner, as it were backe-romes of the heart , what hope is 
there hee ſhould tarry with vs, and his Word, any while, 
abide among vs ? How much lefle,if we receiue his Word 
inco our hearts, as into ſome priſon-houſe, holding the 
trueth in vnrighteouſneſſe, Roy. 1.18, or, behead it as 
Iohn was in priſon > Mat. 14-10. 

Secondly,if we ſhall not receiue a great man(our friend) 
chearefully, or with good well-come, wee ſhall giue him 

ood 4 with contempt, to paſſe by vs, another time : 
ſo, if we ſhall not recejue gladly and willingly the Spirit 
of comfort, how can wee but driue away the Comforter ? 
If wee doe not flow ynto him, as the Sea, after ſuch an 
ebbe and low-water of knowledge and true goodneſſe; 
how can wee retaine that God, who will not tarry, any 
while, but where he findes a cheercfall giver ?. 

Thirdly, though a man receiue his great friend into his 
beſt roomes, yet if he doe nor dreſle vp thoſe roomes, and 
make them {weete, remouing all noiſome ſavours,he ſhall 
greatly offend that perſon, his friendly ſtranger : ſo,though 
wee ſhould receiue the Spirit into our hearts in ſome 
graces, yet if wee prepare not for his comming, nor make 
ready our hearts for his abode among vs, removing 
our Athy and ynſauory finnes that offend ſo much; how 
can. wee but giue iuit occaſion to that ſame Spirit to 
forlake vs? For what greater deſpit can bee offered to 
the-Spirit of Grace, and of Glory, then ro fee finne 
( his moſt deadly enemie ) in his owne habitation ? 
1 Sam.2.32. 

Fourthly, though a man receiue ſome great man (his 
friend) into a houſe ſwept and garniſhed, that is, well 
prepared for him, yet if afterwards, hce bripg his enemie 
(=e greateſt hee hath ) ro out-tace him, and ta vexe him in 

e ſameplace, how- can hee bur bee mooucd againſt, and 
offended with ſuch an hoſt ? So, though we entertaine the 
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Spirit, for atime, in ſome good motions, and in a heart re- 
formed in many things, as Herods was, 'yer if after ſome 
time, wee returne ( being thus waſhed )ro our wallowing 
apaine in the mire, and begin to licke yp the vomit that 
wee caſt; how can wee thinke to reteine the Spirit, and 
this forme of finning together ? For, as if one ſhould ſer 
vp a rebell in that Kings owne doeminions : ſo are they 
who bringing finne into the heart, Gods owne Throne, 
or ( further ) into any of their outward ſenſes, his owne 
dominions, doe vexe him (as it were) at home in his 
owne poſſeſſion. 

Fittly, though one receiue anoble man, into a faire and 
well furniſhed houſe, and poſſeſſe him quietly of it, yet if 
hee prouide not conueniently for his perſon, and traine, 
how can hee pleaſe him? So, who can pleaſe the Spirit, 
though hee make neuer ſo godly a ſhew of beiag zealous 
inthe Law, if he abridge him of the diet and ordinary that 
belongeth to his good keeping in him ? If hee care not to 
nouriſh his good motions at Sermons, and in the point of 
heating, ſcancle him by attending vpon the Word, :but at 
certeine times onely, and ſo become ( as Maſter Zatimer 
merily ſaid ) but a Straw-berry-hearer? And, may not 
the Spirit ſay to ſuch, as Chrilt to thoſe on his left-hand, 
at the laſt day; / was hungry, and yee fed me not; thiritie, 
and ye gane me no drinke ? Mat.25.42. 

Latily, though this great man ſhould bee receiued in 
all conditioas and manner, anſwerable to his great place 
and companies, y2t if after a day or two, (as being weary 
of our Gheſt beforc he bee willing to leaue vs ) wee with- 
draw things neceſſary from him, wee cannot but much 
offend him : ſo howſocuer wee begin in the Spirit, yet if 
(waxing weary of well doing with thoſe fooliſh Ga/ari- 
ans that ranne \well) © we end in the ſame, in the fl:(h, wce 
muſt needes grieue the holy Ghoſt, and ſhall heare, the 
laſt tate of theſe men is worle then their firſt, Zuke x 1.26. 
then ſhall wee bee ſeuen fold more the children of the 
Deuill. 


And thus wee haue heard how many wayes, the Spirir 
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(after it is receiued ) may bee made ſad by vs, and cauſed 
with griefe to leave vs, Let vs bewar how wee fo offend, 
leſt we turne the habitation pt God, into an habjtatioh, or 
hold of vncleane ſpirits. 

And (now) toconclude with that which is full of fin- 
gular comfort ; ſeeing wee are the habitation of God by 
his Spirit we may learne that God is not in vs, asa ſtranger 
in another mans houſe, but as at home, in his owne; and 
therefore will not looſe vs, as no man will looſe his in- 
heritance that is able to keepe it : and, who ſoablec, as hee 
that is Almighty ? Neither ( being the habitation of God) 
can wee lacke any thing that is good; that is, thar is 
good for vs. For, what want can there bee in the Kings 
houſe ? And as all good things are brought to the court : 
ſo, what ſo cuer is excellently good, is to bee had here. 
Here is loue, ioy, peace, long-{uffering, gentleneſſe, good- 
neſſe, faith, meekneſſe, temperance, againſt which chere is 
no Law. Gal.5.22, 23. 

Here is no Winter, nor fall of the Leafe, but a perpe- 
tuall Spring-time : and hee that would haue what hee can 
wiſh (if hee will wiſh lawfully and well) let him come 
hither. Let him build in grace, and ſet his houſe vpon 
Wiſedomes pillars , Prpxerbs9. 1. and no encmie ſhall 
hurt him. For it is the Bethel of God, or houſe ypon 
che Rocke : Matthew 7. 24. And hee that is in it will 
keepe it, when they that come againſt ir, ſhall fall downe 
before it : for, who dares interrupt Gods poſſeſſion ? Or, 
if hee dare, ſhall not periſh? 

Thus the ſecuritie is great, and the walkes are ſtrong, 
where God is the inhabitant : and, hee that is a wall of 
defence about his people, will bee a wall of fire againſt 
his peoples enemies. Zecharie 2.5. E/a. 4.5. Hee that 
builds $9», will throw downe Babel : and hee that ſaues 
Teruſalem , will ouerturne Paleſtina. The reaſon is, his 
Tabernacle is in Salem, and his dwelling at Sion, Pal, 

76. 3. But Babel and Paleſtina were Countries, where- 
in hee neuer vouchſafed either to dwell, or bce, as in bis 


Church. 
So 


— - 


and foundation inGods bouſbolad, 


So F conclude ; make God your inhabitant, and yee 
are ſure, but if hee dwell not in you by his Spirit, yee ſhall 
neuer dwell in ſaferie. 

And now, hee that dwelleth in vs, and in his ele& by 
promiſe, keepe vs and his whole 7/-ael: yea, bleſle vs,and 
faue his Ifracl, the Church which hee hath purchaſed with 

his owne blood; that, being the habitation of God by his 
' Spirit, it may bee a temple of holineſſe dedicated to 

his glory, in the grace of Chriſt, and loue of 
God the Father, to both which, with 
the holy Spiritof both, be ren« 
dred and giuen all praiſe 
and glory,now and 

cuer : Amen, 


P_— " i. AM th. Mt. 
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EPHES, To VER. I5,16, 


Take heed that yee walke circumſpettly ; not as ſooles, but 
as wiſe : 
Redeeming the time : for the dayes are enill, 


8 + Ake heed that yee walks circum- 
y ſpettly,&&c. It is written of * Cardi- 
-" nall Pole, that being demaunded 
yy which was the beſt way to vnder- 
ſtand the Epiſtle of Saint Paw/ to 
F-the Romans; anſwered, to begin 
with the ſtudy of the former part, 

_ and praRtiſe of the latter ; becauſe 
the firſt is a dem6ſtration of the grounds, the ſecond an ex. 
hortation to the fruits of Faith, That which he ſpake true- 
| ly of that one Epiſtle, may be obſerved in all the reſt, and 
' generally in all his writing : for, he planteth by do&trine, 
and wartereth by exhortation in cuery Epiltle, laying the 
foundation by teaching, and building vpon it by exhorta- 


| and firengthned through hope, may by the ſanctification 


- 


tion to a holy life ; that the true Chriſtian rooted in faith, 
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of the ſpirit, grow to a perfe& man in Chriſt. Herein the 
proportion he vſcth is not alwayes alike, nor the ſame, as 
(tanding (ſometimes) more vpon doctrine then exhortati- 
on, namely in that large Epiſtle of his to the Romans : 
ſometimes more vpon exhortation then doctrine, as in 
this ro the Epheſians; yet doth he apply both, and vſe ei- 
ther, as one becommeih more needefull chen another to 
profit with, And ſurely,if euer there were a time wherein 
there was more taught then followed, more knowne then 
practiſed, and therefore more neede of exhortation then 
doctrine, it is ours, and it is now: for cuen now, and at 
this tine, we are (agreat number of ys) better Schollers 
then menzand vnder the full ſailes of our ſcience,what doe 
we bur make ſhip-wracke of all good conſcience? There- 
fore I haue not thought it amiſle to intreat of that part of 
the Apoſtles exhortation, wherein hee generally aduiſeth 
the Epheſians, and in them vs, that ſecing they were called 
from being ſtrangers and forreiners, to be Citizens with 
the Saints, and of the houſhold of God ; and ſeeing they 
were made of enemies, ſonnes,and tranſlated out of dark- 
neſſe into ſo great light,they would (therefore) as Citizens 
and ſonnes, or as ſonnes and children of light, take heede, 
not onely (though carefully) to the doGrine which they 
had recciued, but circumſpeRly to their wayes, walking 
not onely dire&tly therein in regard of themſelues, bur 
wiſely in reſpeR of others, and not as fooles in the vanitie 
of their opinions, bur as wiſe, vnderſtanding what the will 


of the Lord is : not neglecting the grace then offered, bur 


redeeming the ſeaſon, or buying it backe againe, like good 


chapmen of time. 

Now, ia theſe words, the Apoſtle requireth (firſt) dili- 
gence, take beede : then the ordering of our wayes by dili- 
gence, how yee walke; after,all auoiding of offence in walk- 
"Gs that yee walks circumſpeftly, and circumſpeRtly with 
diſcretion ; wot as fooles, but 4s wiſe: and laſtly, that wee 
take all occaſion to.doe good, not looſing but redeeming 


-|. the opportunitie : the reaſon is, the dayes are exall, or we 


live in a bad age, and with men of bad conditions ; ſo cuill 
G and 


4t 


_ 


_ 


The Chriſtians Guide 


OO OO — _— — 


and nought, that they haue cuen tainted time ir (elfe, 
and the very dayes in which wee liue. To take heede, 
and not toour walking, is nodiligence ; to walke,and not 
circumſpeRiy, no diſcreet diligence ; to be circumſpeR, 
and not wiſe, is great follie ; to be diſcreet and wile in 0- 
ther things, and nor for time, is vanitie, andno godly dif- 
cretion: but ſo totake heede that we walke; ſo to walke 
that we be circumſpectthat we be wile ; ſo to be wiſe that 
we redeeme the time, or bin out for well doing, that pre- 
cious commodirie that others deſpiſe (who therefore are 
no good husbands of time bur ſpendchrifes of it)is the way 
(indeede) to make the dayes that are euill to others, good 
tO vs. 

Take heede ) is as much as watch ouer your Chriſtian 
ſtate, that you receiue not the grace of God in vaine : of 
this duetic, as there are many cauſes to moue vs to it, ſo 
there are many occaſions to withdraw vs : for whether we 
looke into the world that was made to ſerue vs, or into 
our ſelues who were made to ſerue the Lord ; whether we 
caſt our eyes ypon things without ys, or call ro minde the 
things that are within vs; whar are they (take them at 
their beſt) but cauſes to moue vs to walke worthy of ony 
vocation ? but take them in their corruption, and whar are 
they but occaſions of euill 2 what,bur ſnares in the world, 
and the chaines of the Prince of darkenefle to hoITTs5 in 
wickedneſſe ? 

And both theſe, as they ae ofno ſmall force,the one to 
bring vs to our duties,if well confidered,the other co lead 
vs away from them, to all yanitie of minde & crror of life, 
ifnot well watched and taken heede vnto, ſo doe they 
exact at our hands no {mall labour and diligence, duely 
and well to obſerue both one and other; for atbeir godli- 
neſle be of it ſelfe, ſo great riches, that it neede nothin 
bur it ſelfe to commend it to vs: and finne be of it feet 
great (hoe gaine but) loſſe and loathſomeneſle, that it hath 
cnou 
may be nothing wanting to ſtirreyp our diligence, by all 
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in itſelfe to make it vile ynto vs: yer that there” | 


meanes inthis marter, many things are. ſpoken of the one 
to [ 


t# a wiſe conuerſation. 
to make vsto ſecke it with more care, and as much is no- 
ted of the indignicie of the other, to make vs auoid it with 
more contempt : for the firſt conſideration, if wee would 
enter into the ſoule of it, acknowledging the great care 
that God hath of vs, how can it but moue vs to double di- 
ligence, and heede in the matter? ſpecially, being thereby 
waged,and wich ſome hire,to ſeeke that which is ſo worth 
the ſeeking ? for to ſpeake nothing of our creation, which 
was of nothing, nor how he made all things ſubiect to vs, 
that we (for whom he made all things) might be ſubie&t 
to him alone : when we were worſe then ——_—_ he redee- 
med vs, and when we had leſſe then nothing, hee endued 
vs with the graces of his ſpirit, that being dead to4inne, we 
might line vnto righteouſneſſe, and being delinered from the 
Bands of our enemies, we might ſerne him without feare, all 
the dayes of our life, inrighteouſueſſe and true holineſſe be- 
fore him, Lnk,1.74,75- 

Now that hee deliuered vs from ſo great a bondage as 
we were ſubiect vnto, not onely generally by thefall of 4- 
dam,but more particular by being caſt our of che common 
wealth of Iſracl, was ſuch a benefit as deſerueth whatſoe- 
uer ſeruice we are any way able to performe ynto him : but 
that he ſhould redeeme vs with ſo great a price,as the death 
of his firſt and onely ſonne, and call ys alſoto fo high an 
eſtate, ro be Citizens with the Saints, and heires with him 
of an inherutance immortall, vndefiled, that fadeth not, re- 

ſerned in heaxen for vs : this 1s a bleſſing that is many de» 
grees greater then the ſeruice of our whole life can attaine 
vnto: but beyondall this, that hee ſhould endue vs with 
thoſe gifts, and bleſſed graces that make ys to walke wor- 
thy of this vocation, and able, as it would ſceme, to pay 
him with his owne lent loue, by making vs ſo rich in him ; 
what heart created can conceiue what this is? and it it 

cannot be conceiued by vs, how doth it concerne vs rotake 
heede (ſeeing theſe benefits of God are ſo much more then 
we can deſcrue or conceiue ) not to receiue ſo great grace 
in yaine z nor to thinke, where we can deſerue nothing,we 


cay ſerue more or better then wee ought; or to play the | 
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vnthrifcs with fo rich a treaſure committed toour keeping 
and vie? He that hath commirted to vs our life, and his 
money, tobe recalled at his pleafure, and hath diuided a- 
monglt vs his bleſſings, and his ralents ro occupie till he: 
come, will one day, molit certainely , require againe his 
coine of life that ke lent vs, and reckon wich vs particular- 
ly for the ſcuerall peeces of his ſtocke of grace; both, which 
we haucill imployed, and which we haue not imployed to 
theirbeſt end, which is his glory : then, neicher the hiding 
of our talent inthe ground by an ynproficable life, ſhall be 
able to deliuer vs from our account to damnation : nor the 
{malneſle of his gift, and of our receit, as it were the (in- 
gleralent, excule vs; if we haue bin vnfruirfull in the leaſt 
matters : nor others ill vſing of greater graces be a cloake 
for vs; but the ſecrets of ali hearts, as it were the bookes 
of the Lords accounts, ſhall be laid open , euery leafe of 
them, and hiddenthing in them : and a iuſt, I doe not ſay 
equalitie, but proportion of increaſe ſhall be exaQed at 
our hands according to the meaſure of grace which wee 
haue receiued : foras it is inthe fift of the ſecond to the 
Corinthians ver.10. We muſt all appeare before the tndge- 
ment ſeat of God , that enery man may recetne the things 
which are done in hu body, according to that hee hath done, 
whither it be good oy exll : and therefore they doe not alit- 
tle deceiue themſelues, who hauing a greater meaſure of 
grace dealt ynto them, and more of the Lords money in 
their hands then others, doe abuſe all that bountifulneſſ: 
of the Lord, and rwrne his grace into wantonneſſe; and yet 
thinke they ſhall as cably paſſe their accounts, as they who 
haue receiued ſmaller ſummes both of time and ſpirituall 
riches ro anſwer for; as if to receive much, were rather a 
prey to greater ſecuritie,then the charge of a greater 
urthen, 

But it fareth not with the heires of heauen as it doth 
with the Lords of the earth, who becauſe they are borne to 
greater rents and poſſeſſions then others are, thinke they 
may liue more idlely then others,and( as they yſe the mat- 
ter) more wickedly : but the more that euery onereceines 

here 
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here, the more will be required of him ; and the better his 


calling is, the more ſceme!y mult his waiking be init : for 
wee are all of vs vnprofitable ſernants ; euen the beſt of vs, 
when we hauec done our beſt, are ſo: and if wee were ma- 


. nyYegrees better then we are, we were many more degrees 


weorle then we ſhould be. And, this reſpe, we are cal- 
led tewards of God, not owners of his gifts; and therefore 
not to abuſe them to our pleaſures, but to anſwer for not 
viing them in his ſeruice, 

But as we are totake heede to our Chriſtian life that it 


>drichdraw vs from a good 
paings for the crdering of our 
Chriſtian life, much more : for, how many are they, and 
how many wayes offered ? I would we were as willing to 
preuentthem, as wee areſure they doe daily, nay cuery 
houre, and moment of our life, circumuent vs : for, who 
can op2n his eyes, and not ſee? his cares, and not heare 
occaſions of euill in a!l places ? who can thinke, and not a- 
miſſe ? walke, and not walke 1n death? or, (which is lefſe) 
bur Reppe out of doores, and not Reppe into a great pu. 
dle of finne > Not onely by the corruption of our vile na- 
ture, by which we are carriedto all euil, but alſo by the 
ſubrile inticement of our old eniemie, who. hath ſpred his 
nets of deceit over all the world, and baited his hookes 
with euery part of our fleſh ,and hath ſo many lures of im- 
poſture for our eycs, charmes for our cares, yaine thoughts 
for our hearts, and by-wayes for our fcer, we are ſoengirt 
and beſet daily on euery hand and fide of vs, that wee are 
eafily caughi, and no fooner aſſailed, then taken : neither 
is he ſure that thinkes hee commeth into this field of af- 
faults beſt appointed for them : the world, whac is.it but 
a Sea, which ſwelleth with prideFfomerh with fat,Goilerh 
with deſires, and bath many contrarie tydes and tempeTts 
to turne vs from the port. to which wee ſaile ? OuTho 
whar1s ic bur a-life of battels, and a perpetuall warfare, in 
the which we are to firine againſt the world and the Prince 
s G thereof, 
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thereof, yea againſt our owne fleſh, and the luſts there- 


in, and not to haue one minute of truce with them; but in 
a calme to looke for a tempeſt, and to be moſt diftruſttull, 
whenthe enemy ſeemeth molt quiet and fill? ſor, befides 
thoſe many weapons which Sathan hath to aſſault vs, the 
many occaſions that he hath to withdraw vs ; his skill in 
vſing his weapons, his policic in applying and taking his 
occaſions ; he is well acquainted with the humours, nor 
of cuery age onely, but of cueryeſtace alſo : and therefore 
can fit euery one with and in that to which hee is molt in- 
clined. He tempteth young men with beautie, middle age 
with glory, and old age with money : he ſtirreth vp con- 
tempt in {uperiours, cnuie in inferiours, and malice in C- 
quals: If any beſtrong in faith, hee will ceach him to pre- 
ſume; and if any be weake, he will driue him to deſpaire. 
He cloatheth his foule practiſes with tolerable names ; 
making luſt but atricke of youth, ambition a ſpur to yer- 
tue, defire of money honeſt prouiſion, and whatſoeuer is 
of it ſelfe euill, and for it ſelfe hatefull, a thing meerely in- 
different : yea, where he cannot hinder the courſe of god- 
linefle, he will ſo aduance it in the followers, that hee will 
make chem proud of that they doe. And to be ſhort, when 
he perceiueth that hee cannot worke ſo groſely in the chil- 
dren of light, as toper{wade them that Yarkneſle is light, 
and light darknefſe; heEfetches about ynder hand to per- 
ſwade them, that though they may not doe as the wicked 
doe, yet it is no harme to keepe them company ; and 
though they be aſhamed of many things in the light , 
yet in the darke they neede not, ſeeing no man ſees 
them. 

Further, to this his skill and policie, hee addes no lefſe 
diligence : and for this, hee is ſaid to be a Dragon that ne- 
uer fleepeth, and Lyon that neuer lyes till, /ceking whom 
he may denoure ; hee ſowes tares in the night , and atten- 
deth their growing in the day ; he gaines the time that we 
looſe, and where we are careleſle, be workes; what wee 
ſcatter he gathers, and what opportunities-wee giue, hee 
takes. And what hee doth in perſon'by himlſelfe, the ſame 
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he doeth by his Miniſters, making them more watchful] ro 
build vp the Synagogue of Antichriſt, then they are to 
build Gods houſe; and more zealous for a temple of 
idoles,thea they are zealous for the Temple of God, None 
aveth faint or fall among them; none ſlumber nor ſleepe ; 
neither 14 the girdle of their loines looſed; nar the latchet of 
their ſhoves broken, Eſa.5+27. 

Wherefore it is, that though our caſe be neuer ſo good, 
and our enemies cafe deſperate, yet hee will bee in hope to 
ouercome vs, if by no other meanes, yet with his impor- 
tunitics. And to this, as to all other his atrempts againl(t 
vs, he is much incouraged and fer on by our owne corrup- 
tion, which giues him no ſmall hope, while wee cary 
that about vs, which is as ready to open the gate , as hee 
to enter, 

For,as Bernard noteth very well: uot quot degimus in 
regione vmbre mortts, &c. As many of vs as liue in this 
ſhadow of death, in this infirmitie of body, as it were ſeat 
of temptations, we haue our inconueniences; we arecaſie 
to bee ſeduced, faint to doe good, weake to refiſt cuill, 
Whereby it com:meth to paſſe, that when we would judge 
betweene good and cuill, wee are decciued, when wee 
would doe good, wee cannot, and when wee would refift 
euill, we yeeld vato it, 

This the Apoſile Saint Paw/, calleth the Law in our 
members, rebeling againſt the Law of our minde, and 
leading vs captine to the Law of Gnae. Rem.7.23. A Law 
of ſuch force and ſpite againſt vs, while wee'dwell in this 
carthly houſe, that wee need no other enemie to maintaine 
bartell with vs, and to keepe vs this way doing , Therc- 
fore, ſceing we haue ſo many cauſes co ſeeke a thing which 
fort ſelfe, is io worthy; ſeeing allo our ayncient enemic 
beſers vs with ſo many occaſions, and ſo-much skill and 
diligence, going (o farre- beyond vs in his aduantages, to 
our ſpoile and vtter deſtruQion: how ſhould theſe things 
moue vs to be well appointed,at all aſſaies, rorake beede 
ro our Chriſtian ſtate, and particularly (as followerh) rg 


our walking, | i 
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That yee walke, &rc. Albeit, wee are totake no ſmall 
heed to our Chriſtian Rate, that it tand vpon matter of 
ſound dorine, ſo.that not onely we belecue nothing con- 
trary to the Word, but beleeue whatſoeuer is conteined in 
ic : yetare we ſo to looke to it, that we faſhion our walk- 
| ing to it, and fo to beleene, that we liue there-afrer, And 
therefore, where we are willed to take heed of falſe Pro- 
phets that come in Shcepes cloathing, and to trie the Spi- 
rit, becauſe ſome that feeme of God, may prooue Sathani- 
call : we are taught to know falſe Prophets by their fuits, 


exhorteth Timothie to looke to his Doctrine, exhortech 
the ſame Timothie alſo to looke to himſelfe.For true it is, 
that as our eyes defire light to the end chey may ſee, and 
yet withall defire ir, that by ſeeing they may receiue and 
ojue direQion tothe body : ſo the eye of the ſoule, the yn- 
derftanding, defires the Doctrine, as it were light of the 
will of God, that it may know; and yet ſo ſhould defire 
to know, that good affeRions may follow, and know- 
ledge, ſo gotten, may dire our life. Allo, as itis ſaid of 
Chriſt that hee knew noeuill, when it is meant hee did 
none : ſo may hee true}y be ſaid, to know the will of God 
that doeth it. | 

For in vaine doe we keepe his Commandements in our 
heads, if wee keepe them not in our liues. And here, the 
Prophet Damid, that hee might ſirre vs vp to the deeper 
ſtudy, and meditation of the Law, pronounceth them 
happy, not that are learned, but that are vndefiled inthe 
way, not that know the Law, but that walke in it. After. 
| wards, hee calles the Law a Lanterne, not vnto our eyes, 

| but ynto our ſeete : and a light, not to our mindes, but to 
: our pathes. Which hee doeth, that wee might vnderftand 
| | that fruitlefſe knowledge, and an idle profeſſion of the 
| Law without fulfilling it, is a damnable, both knowledge 
1 and profeſſion, 

Andif any ſhall thinke chat obedience to the Com- 
mandements, was fo required yader the Law, as that it 
was abrogated with it, (which is the opinion of 

Arheift 
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and lying Spirits by their Doctrine : and the Apoſtle who | 
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eAtheiſts at this day, that by ir they may cloake their li- |. 


bertie of life, and of ſome Profeſſours;that yeeld too muich 
totheir luſts : ) let them know that Chriſt cawe not to de= 
troy the Law, bur to fulfill it; CMath.y .17. and that hee 
was ſo farre from raking any edge of rigour from it, that 
he wherteth it to a ſeuerer expoſition, adding more quick- 
neſſe to it, then the Phariſes would confeſle to bee in it in 
reſtraining the naturall Man,For,where the Law forbad to 
commir murder, he expounded the Law rightly, to forbid 
avger : and where it Fcbad to commit adultery, he. ex= 
pounded ir, to forbid all looking ypon a woman to luſt af- 
ter her: AMath.5.27,28. Where it forbad forſwearing, he 
expounded it,to forbid ſwearing at all, to wit, vainely,and 
in common talke : CAMath. 5. 33. 34. and where it com- 
manded to loue our neighbour, hee expounded as a com- 


| mandement to loue our enemies. ath.5.43,44- 


So hee laid more weight-ypon the Law, rather then 
tooke off any ; for, hee himſelfe was'to fulfill it. How 
much the more injury doe our aduerſarics (the Papiſts ) 
to vs, and to our Doctrine, while they goe about to per- 
ſwade the ruder multitude, that our Doctrine of faith, 
takes away good workes, and brings ig agreater liberty, 
or rather licenſe of life, then is t6 bee found among the 
Turks,and Infidels.For where we fay that faith alone doth 
iuſtifie ; we doe not require that faith ſhould be alone,be- 
cauſe it juſtifies alone, bur confefle with the Apoſile, that 
faith without workes is dead. Jeaw.2.17. And ſo granc 
him any thing rather then faith, that can-{ſpeake as though 
hee hated vice, and yet live, as though he hated yertue, Ic 
is the ſaying of our Saujour Chriſt; »9: one, that 


ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdome of 


Heawen, but he that doeth.the with of ny Father which # in 
Heaxen, Math7.21. £3 | 

For, the fig-rree in the Goſpel made a faire floriſh by 
leaves; bur, bauing nothing bur leaues of ſeeming, withe= 
red; Adath. 21.19. after Chriſt had ſaid, newer fruut grow 
on thee any mire. The fooliſh Virgines had Lam _ 
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| Oile of faith and a good conſcience therein, were ſhur our. 
| Alarth.25.3.3-10.11, The Phariſe had the Law of God 
in his mouth, and inthe skirts of bis garments, no man 
oftner, or more; and yet when bee weat intothe Temple 
| to pray, the filly Publican, was preferred before him : for, 
he went to his houſe more juſtified,rather then he. Zuk.18. 
14 By all which wee learne,that it is not enough ta come 
necre to God with our lips, except our hearts come neere 
him, and our hands touch him. Aſath.15.8. & 9.20, To 
be hearers of the Law, and nor doers, is to deceiue our 
{clues : Iam.t.22. For, ſo weeſha!l make our cares to ac- 
cuſe vs, and our owne mouthes to ſpeake againſt vs. And 
they, who ( like Monſters ) haue longer tongues then 
hands, that is, can ſay more then they will doe, are not vn- 
ficrly compared to leaues without fruit , lampes with- 


_ — 


linefſe, bur 
theſe (as Gregory inoteth in his moralles ) it commeth to 
paſſe in the juſt wud tof God, that by the wicked- 
neſſe of their liues they looſe the opinion of their faith. 
For, though we are to confefle with the mouth, as wee doe 
beleeve wich-the heart; Rom. 10.10. Yer { as Cyprian 
faithin his booke de Daptici Martyris) effics ing oft vite 
quan lingue teftimenium : more ſpeaking is the Teſti- 
mony ofourlife, then the witnefle of our rongue, And, in 
the ſame booke further; hahbent & opera [nam linguam, 
habent [nam facundiam ( etiam ) tacente Imgna. Our 
workes can ſpeake, and chat eloquently for vs, though. we 
hold our peace. Inthe end hee concludes, rhates ourgood 


CE 


thinke isno God; I cannorbe denied, butthatthe 
| Word of Goed'is like vnto fire; and. therefore ss able ta 
worke in vs, not onely the knowledge of Gods will, but 
obedience to the fame, as fire giues vnco warer, notently 
heate but motion, rmakiog it not onely hote,, but to-boile 
6uer. Yet as fire it ſelfe, neuer ſq hace,.doerl not 
burne the hand- char hi toucheth ir, -quickely 
through the flame : {o- neither doeth: the Word: waic 


1 
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out oile, clouds without water, having a (hew of god. | 
ing the power thereof. 2 Tim. 3.5. To | 


workes rom God, ſo oureuill.doc- ſay fer vs, th:t wee | 
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And here their negligence commeth to bee repreoued, 
who, though they acknowledge the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
and can be content { intheir manner ) to giue their names 
to the trueth, doe not much trouble themſelues in ſhew- 
ing it foorth by their deedes, how fo cuer (other wayes ) 
they will be wary enough to doe nothing directly again 
it. Bur, though they thinke it good to {leepe in a whole 
and warme skinne, and to paſſe through this life, as a Ship 
through the Sea, that Jeaueth no figne of her being there : 
yet they ſhall finde, how ſo cuer they can reaſonablycleare 
themſclues of doing noeuill ; that they vſhall anſwere for 
not doing of good,and further,for not doing as much good 
as they might. 

And therefore, let them that liue in no particular yoca- 
tion flater themſelues as much as they liſt, becauſe in do- 
ing nothing, they doe no cuill rugs indeede, jt be euill 
to doe nothing, and idlenefle bee ( as Bernard proueth ) 
as well the mother of vice, as the ftep-mother of vertue) 
they ſhall heare, one day, that ſentence of condemnation 
read againſt them; [was hwngry, and ye gane me no meate ; 
I thirfted, and yee gaue me no drinke ; 4 was naked, and yee 
cloathed me not. Math. 25.41.47 

It is not ſaid, that when Chriſt, in his ou members, 
was hu , yee tooke away his bread, but it is ſaid, yee 
did not feede him : nor that yee tooke away his drinke, 
when hee was thirſty, but that yee gaue him no drinke : 
neither that yee yneloathed him, but that yee cloathed 
him not when hee was naked, So Saint «Awguſtine, but 
as wee muſt walke, ſo wee muſt ſo walke, that wee bee 
circumſpeR. 

Walke circamfpeftly, ec. Becauſe there is but one way 
right, and the ſame narrow, CMHat.7.14-wherethore are 
many by-wayes,and broad withall, jt is neceſſary, and re- 

ired, that in our walking, we bee circumſpect, looking 

tvs, and to our feete, where we ſet them : and that as 
well in reſpect of our ſclues, that we doe not erre, as in re- 
ſpe&ofochers, that wedoe _ offend, For our — 
2 . 


where it islietle regarded, or paſlcth py through vs. 


— —_— 


| 


_ 


mo — — —— 


— . 


— 


7 LE 


— 


PE IY 


The Chriſtians Gaide bY 


ſhall nor doe amiſle, if, as the Sailor hath alway the North 
pole,and the Archer his marke in his eye ; fo we ever haue 
in theeye of our minde, the end at which we ſhould aime 
in our whole courſe ; euen that which is the Norch pole of 
our Chriſtian Nauigation, and white or leuell of our beſt 
and holieſt endeuours here. And therefore if wee did well 
confider to what end we were created,and fince the image 
of God was defaced in vs, to what end wee were re. 
deemed; it would moue ys to take that courſe that could 
beſt bring vs to that end, and to thinke all that labour 


loft, that is beſtowed to the contrary, or impertinently | 


thereunto, 

The rather (alſo) ſhould wee fo doe, becaule it is nor 
in our power or choiſe to propoſe to our (elues, in our 
Chriſtian walke, what end and manner wee liſt ; but haue 
the ſame pitched and ſer vnto vs by the will of God, whoſe 
will in his Word, is our fanQification, and that euery one 
of vs ſhould know how to poſſelle his vefſell in holineſſe 


| and honour. 1 Theſc4.3,4+ Now this holineſſe of life, be- 


ing the chicfe end, or white at which the regenerate 
ſhould —_— bend ynto, in their Chriſtian wr 
an, doeth ſer a price it, and all other things elſe, 
which (though Ewfull and needfull in our _ life) 
we ſhould much lefſe efteeme then ir,and it (being chiefe ) 
much more then them all. For this cauſe ic behoueth vs to 
bee very ci , that (fecing temporal bleſſings are 
neceflarily, and may lawfully, in a ſort, be defired) we bee 
not cariedaway with the tide of our affeRions, to ſer our 
hearts ypon them, or to eſteeme them, either for them- 
ſclues, or for any other end, and with any other minde, 
then for the exerciſc of godlineſle, 

For as the Moone is darkened and Eclipſed, when the 
Earth doeth come berweene her and the Sunne : {o the 
mindes of the godly ſuffer, and are jn a certaine Eclipſe of 
Pierie, when earthly cogitations, come berweene them 
and the Sunne of Righteouſneſſe, Chriſt Feſus. Therefore 
well was it noted by Gregory in his Morals, that: /o/wus te 
Hicitus non cadit qui [+ aliquanido,' & 4 licitis carte re- 
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ftringit ; that is, that hee onely doeth nor offend inthings | 
ynlawfull, that now and then reſtraines himſelfe from 
things lawfull. 

And now, it wee muſt bee ſocircumſpeR in things in- 
different, and lawfull, as not to deſire them, cither more 
or other wayes then we ſhould ; how much more circum- 
{peR,ought we to be in thole things, that (of themlelues ) 
are vnlawfull and wicked ? There is no fellowſhip be- 
tweene light and darkeneſſe, betweene the warkes of the 
Spirit, and the deedes of the fleſh. 2 Cor.6.14, If we will 
live inthe Spiric, wee muſt walke in the Spirit : Ga4.5.25. 
Andif we bee Chrifts, wee muſt crucifie the fleſh with the 
affeRions and the luſts. Gal. 5.24- 

One faith well; if wee would bee of the minde before 
we finne, of the which wee commonly are, when we haue 
finned, and did marke our pleaſures ( as eH5ftotle doeth 
aduife ) not asthey come, but as they goe away ; wee 
would not commit ſuch groſe finnes, and fo with greedi- 
neſſe, as wee doe; nor drinke iniquitie as the molt doe, { 
who drinke it, as the beaſt doeth water. Neither are wee 
to be wary or circurnſpeR onely in the greater euils, but in 
ſmaller offences ( alſo) wee muſt ſtop their courſe when | 
they are a beginning, and roote them vp when they are 
young. For lictle ſparkes may proue great fires, and ſmall E 
ſprings riſe to great ponds. 

The leaſt infirmities wee haue, doe bring ( as Saine 
Hierom noteth ) though not death, yet fickeneſle to the 


ſoule, and though they doe not quench, yet they make fad F—— 


the Spirit of God, And (therefore) as they that loue their 
bodily death, doe not onely preuene death, bur the dif- 
caſes that make way to it : ſo they that care for the health 
of their ſoules, will bee as diligent to preuent the diſeaſe, 
as they would the death of ir, when they ſee it comming. 
For, if ir bee true in the life of the body, it is much more 
crue in the life of the ſoule, that vita, now eff vinere ſed v4- 
lere; that is, it is not life to liue, butto bee in health, and 
many live by breathing, that are dead in finne. It (there- 
fore) we did as conftangly beleeue that, which wee cannot 

_H3 deny 
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denic to be moſt true, which is that our aduerſary win- 
noweth ys as whear, and that we ſhall giue an account of 


| every, not onely wicked, bur idle, not onely deede , but 


word, Mat.1 2.36. we would (as Saint [erom counſelleth 
vs ) minima pro maximis cauere, be as circumipeR in ſmall 
things as in great, ſpecially ſince the leaſt finne committed 
is made greater then wee can anſwer by the greatnefſe of 
him againſt whom it 1s done. 

This ſhould make vs carefull topreuent, not finne one- 
ly but the occaſions thereof,cthat we be not ouer-taken ere 
we be aware, and take the diſeaſe Hefore we ſuſpett it, A- 
nin verers qus ſtit , ſeit tanto vadere; the minde that 
knoweth how to feare, knoweth how to walke ſafely, and 
without feare : and itis careto be prouided againſt occa- 
fions, that make vs ſecure. As (therefore) it is written of 
the Africans , becauſe their Countrey is troubled much 
with Snakes, that they tread lightly in euery place, and, 
if they chance to fecele any cold thing, doe more then halfe 
ſuſpeR it is a Snake ; and as they that ride with acharge in 
the night, doe (becauſe of the darkenefle, and their feare 
furthered by it) take every buſh for a thiefe : cuen ſo wee, 
who by reaſon of a greater charge, goe in greater danger, 
and are threatned with the bitings of ſharper teeth 
Snakes haue any,' ſhould much more ſuſpeR ypon every 
occaſion; thinking euery place we tread on, to be anet to 
ſnare vs, and euery thing we doe, to be a bait to catch vs; 
in cuery grafle we ſhould feare a ſnake, and in every buſh 
a thiefe of our ſaluation: as well againſt ſmall as great 
finnes we ſhould come well appointed with the armoxry of 
light, havipg about our loines the girdle of truth , in our 
hands the ſo:eld of faith, and ſword of the ſpirit, which 13 the 
word of Ged ; for the couer of our feet, the preparation of 
the Goſpell, and the helmet of ſaluation on our head ; righ- 
reonſneſſe, for our breaſt-plate, and for all parts, prayer, 
whichis the butten, or knor, that holds all the peeces to- 
gether that we looſe nothing. Theſe we bauc in che armo- 
——_ Scripture, by the key of Saint Pas! in his Epiſtle to 

Epheſians, chapter6. verſes 14,15,16,17,18, If wee 

take 
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take theſe peeces from thence, arme with them vpon all 
occaſions, and vſethem as we ought, wee ſhall not runne | 


inco cuill : and when the enemy aſfaileth vs, wee hall 
be ready both to giue him barcaile, and to ſend him 
backe. . 

And yet it will not be enough for our circumſpecRt walk- 
ing, that we fhie all, not onely finne, bur occafions of finne 
our ſclues, except we {o beare our ſelues in reſpeR of 0- 
thers, that we giue no occaſion of iuſt offence ro them by 
word or deede, 1 ſay iuſt offence ; becauſe, many times,an 
offence may be taken when it is not giuen, So the aduerla- 
ries of the truth are offended at our doctrine which is true, 
and at the fruics of it, which are good : like as the ewes, 
when Stephen did truely charge them tv be »wen of wncir- 
cumciſed hearts and eaves, ſuch as ever refilted the holy 


Ghoſt as their fathers did, were (cuen) cut to the heart, | 


and gnaſhed at him with their teeth, «As 7.51,54. Bur 
how can we helpe it? the offence is taken by them, not 
giuen by ys. Now if the malice of the wicked be ſuch chac 
they will take offence at that which is well done ; how cir- 
cum'peR ſhould we be,and how circumſpeRly ſhould we 
walke, chat by our cuill deedes we giue them no juft oc- 

caſfion? | 
This occafion, though it may be given diuers waycs,ci- 
ther when we teach ſome falſe or vncertaine doctrine, con- 
erary to that which we haue receiueg ; or when in things 
indifferent we abuſe our Chriſtian libertie, eating with of- 
fence, and wearing our apparell ſo as may iuſtly giue of- 
fence ; yer is it chiefely ment in this place,as.ſpoken of thas 
offence that is giuen by our cuill life : for, we.ought co haue 
a2 honeſt teſtimony euen of chem that are without : and 
ourlight ſhould ſo ſhine vnto others in our godly conuer- 
ſacion, that they may ſee our good workes through itzand 
by it, or beholding it, glorific our father which is in hea» 
ven, Aar.g.16. we muſt not be an occaſion that the name 
of God be blaſphemed through vs, Rom-2.24- the racher, 
becauſe they thacare without, and alſo becauſe they thac 
are weake within, haue their judgement led by no go 
| rule, 
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rule, nor cfteeme of the dotrine further,or otherwiſe then 
they ſec it fruitfull in che followers : thereforc doth the A- | 
poltle exhort the Epheſians, fince they were called in hope, | 
to adornethe calling with heir good liues ; and,being re- 
newed in the ſpirit of their minde, tocaſt off the old man,and 
to put on the new in holineſſe, Epheſe4.22,23,24. fince they 
were lightned, hee bids them to lay afide the workes of | 
darkeneſſe,and in an honeſt conuerſation, to doe the deeds | 
that will not flye the light. So he wrote to the Romans, | 
who alſo had bin called, by God, out of darkeneſſe tmto his | 
marueilous light; bidding them, fince that night was paſt,to 
walke honeſtly;as in the day, Rom.13.12,13. thatis, to doe 
the workes ofthe day of the Goſpell, not the vofruitfull 
workes of the night of ignorance, and of finne, The ſame 
Apoſtle writing to the Church at Corinth, doeth in great | 
zeale, and with many reaſons charge themto giue none | 
offence, either to the Iewes, or to the Gentiles, or to the 
Church of God, x Cor.10. 32. burtto edifice one another 
with their good example,as well as doctrine,ver. 3 3.1 or, 
14-12. and in his former Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians fift 
chapter, and 22. verſe, for this cauſe hee exhorts them to 
abſtaine, not from euill onely, but from all appearance and 
ſhew of euill ; for,the common ſort takes euery one to be 
as he ſcenes, and will take a ſmall occaſion to condemne 
him and his profeſſion that ſeemes nor. 

I doe not ſpeake thig, as if men ſhould liue to opinion 
and ſhew, and thateuery thing were beſt that ſeemes beſt, 
or that the common ſort thinkes beſt : bur I ſpeake ir to 
the end we ſhould not vtterly negleR the vulgar report,or 
(which is the diſcaſe of an impudent face and ns. a9 

ard what men fayof vs : for, that which Tw{ke ſpake 
friendſhip, is true of reports ; grawe eſt amicitia vere ac- 
cuſars, ſed fi falſo accuſerts,non et negligendum. Io friend- 
ip it is a grieuous thing juſtly tobe accuſed,and not to be 
negleted if we be accuſed fallely: for, albeit acleare con- 
ſcience be a brazen wall; yec, as Saint eA#ſtin noteth, duo 
ſunt neceſſaria conſcientia, & bona ſama; conſcrentia prop« 
ter te ipſum, bona fama propter Proximum : that is, tw 
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things are needefull in a(peaceable Chriſtian life ) good 
conſcience, and a good name ; good conſcience for our 
owne ſakes, good name for our neighbours ſake. And this 
later is ſaid by Sa/omomnto be aboue great riches, Pro.22. 1. 
thar is, more then any or all the commodities of this life. In 
another place, by the ſame wiſe King in /ers/alem, it is 
preferred before the beſt orntments, and elteemed with the 
moſt precious things, Eccle/.7.2. 
Dawmd was carcfull not to ſeeme delighted with Saul: 
death; and therefore to ſatisfic others as well as tocon- 
tent himſelfe, he greatly mourned for it, 2 Sam.11.17,19. 
&c. Thelike fatisfation he was carefull to giue about the 
death of eAbner,z San.3.31. hee would not haue the ſuſ- 
pition of that trecherous deede to come necre him, but re- 
moues it by making great lamencation for him, though he 
had beene his enemic: though it be not in our power to 
bridle the tongues and pennes of ill diſpoſed perſons, yet 
it much concernes ys to beare oft their Rroakes with 
our innocencie , and to be ſure that we giue them nojuſt 
occaſion, 

The true light that came intothe world,entred with this 
condition, that men ſhould not onely fit ſtill in darkenefle, 
but loue darkenefſe; and not onely ſo much, but more 
then light, /obx 3.19. ſo ordinary a thing it is for truth ir 
ſelfe :o heare ill, and where there is molt necde, not to be 
received. Chriſt is tearmed but the Sonne of a Carpenter, 
though the Sonne,and great power of God : the Apoltles 
men of excellent congues and ſpeech, are ſaid co be full of 
new wine, Atts 2.13. Paul molt ſober, is ſaid robe mad 
and beſide himſelfe, eAtts 26. 24. Tohn Baptiſt, to haue 4 
Dixell,, Mat.x 1.18. the Primatiue Chriſtians ro belecue in 
a Galil-an and hangd God : theſe did well,and yer heard 
iliin rhe world chat was not worthy of them: ſorrue ir is 
that the world ſpeakes no language ſo much and perteRtly, 
as reproach and flander : and hence it is that of late, the 
execution of Juſtice is called perſecution for the Goſpel ; 
puniſhment of Traitors, ring of Saints; the preach- 
ing of Faith, the preaching —_— is not our diuiſi- 

on 
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on among our {elues come tothis, that on the one fide all 

zeale is made hypocrifie,and all learning indged vanitie on 
the other : on either ſtde, what is ſo good, bur it is made 
i112 and what fo ill,that is not made worſe ? 

Theſe things (as I haue ſaid) we:lconfidered, haue we 
not great cauſe to looke ro our wayes, and our ſelues cir- 
cumſpeRtly ? and ſeeing wee are to regard our brethren 
in our example, as well as to cleare our ſelues in our do- 
ings, how warie ſhould wee be both of doing euill our 
ſelues, and of being any occaſion that cuill be done by 0- 
thers ? The Heathen Law-giuer appointed a double pu- 
niſhment to a publiqueill-doing Magiſtrate : the one for 
doing euill, the other, for giuing an euill example. And ſo 
Chriſtians, when they doe amiſſe, ftand doubly charged 
beforethe Lord ; once for the eaill they doe, and againe 
for the hurt that commeth of it. So Daxid bore a double 
ſmne in his finnes cf adultery and murther; one before 
God, that was put away, 2 $47.12.13. another by which 
he made the enemies ou Lord to blaſpheme : and this was 
viſited with certaine ſharpe chaſtiſements temporall : the 
childe that was borne muſt dye, and the ſword of trouble 
muſt be walking,verſe 14.and verſe 10. Therefore though 
this counſell of a heathen man be good, A\ 2 te queſs veris 
extra, that is, let no man ſecke himfelte in other mens 
mouthes : yetthat which another ſaith is neceffary ; vimen- 
dum rette cum propter plurima,tunc has (precipue ) ob cau- 
ſas ut linguas mancipior ,contemnas : we ought to live wel, 
as for many other reaſons, ſo for this chietely, that we may 
contemne the tongues of railing Marrtizs. And it cannot 
but be neceſſary tor eucry one that doth tender his credit, 
thoughin the firſt place to take heede that hee deſerue no 
euill, yet in the ſecond to be no lefſe carefu!l that he be not 
eui!l ſpoken of without deſerving, 

So we {ce that hee had neede to haue as many eyes as 
eArgus, or rather to be full of eyes, as an Angell of God, 
that will be circumſpeRenough in an age ſo ul of temp- 
tations , and in dayes fo cuill : to which let me adde 
this one reaſon more,aad that is, the {mall incouragements 
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that this froward world affords to thoſe that follow after 
things of beſt report ; the diſgraces that ir caſts ypon grace 
in the chilaren of light; & the no accoiit that it makes either 
of godlines or of godly perſons,able to make them ro turne 
out of their good way,ifthey walk not circumſpetly. And 
here the admonitis that Chriſt gaue, would be remebred,jc 
is a good antidote againſt carnall weaknes: bleſſed is he that 
[all not be offended in me,Mat.11.6. & weſhall haue need 
of it for our more comfortable paſſing through this vale of 
Baca.lt isa hard condition that we are putynto;hard(I con- 
feſle)to fleſh and blond to beare the croſſe with patience, 
when our good conuerſation inthe world is not onely left 
without honour, but filled with reproach : for, will it not 
much trouble a man in his way (who yet walketh weakely) 
when he ſhall heare with his cares, that that which is moſt 
precious and aboue all worldly treaſure, ſhall beare no 
price, or be reckoned nothing inthe ballance, that is, in 
the opinion of the greateſt, and greateſt part of worldly 
men? Befides, what incouragement is there tor good things 
and good men, when no rewards (here) are aſcribed to 
them 2 when no nobilitie is giuen tothe new birth? no ho. 
nour to the ſeruice of God ? no beautie to the beautie of 
the daughter of Sion, whoſe glory ts all within ? no ioy ex- 
ternall toa good conſcience? no glory to the crofle? no 
wiſedome to the knowledge of Chriſt ? and no riches to 
true godlinefle, which (yet) is of ſo great gaine, that the 
Merchant of this Pearle was content to (ell all, himſelfe 
and all, to buie it, Mar. 1 2.44. If aman walke not circum- 
ſpefly, how can he our be offended at theſe things ? how 
can he but cither retuſe the narrow way of grace,or (being 
entred into it) goe backe with diſcouragement ? It is ne- 
ceſſary therefore, and more then conuement, that wee ſo 
walke, and turt'er (as it followeth) that we walke ; 

Not as fooles, but as wiſe. ) By wiſedome, the Apoſtle 
(here ) meaneth Chriftian wiſedome,and godly warineſle : 
not ſuch wiſedo:me as hath no folly in it : for, who is fo 
wiſe, bur is in ſome things fooliſh, and at ſome times dea» 


lerh fooliſhly ? Hence this ſaying ; ſ#/tor,plena ſunt omnia; 
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that is, all things and places are full of fooles and folly; 


or the wileſt are fooles in ſome things : «ad no maa ſo 
wiſe, that doth not ſometimes trip,and in ſome things halt 
downe right in his wiſedome, Neuertheleſſe good Chri- 
ſtians may and ought to carrie themſelues wiſely and wich 
good dilcretion in all companies, and at all times, And in 
the Apoſtles dialect, he is counted wiſe, not that hath no 
folly m him in reſpect of heauenly knowledge and macters, 
bur that hath the {ealt folly in him, in regard of them. Bur 
fooles are they that vnderitand not, nor will know, what 
the will of the Lords, Epheſc5.17. And of all fooles, there 
is no fooleto him, and yet no folly ſo much followed as 
his, who ſaith in his heart there 13 no God, Pſal. 14. 1. For 
ſuch an one, if he might be ſcene in his owe likenefle,and 
not masked and diſguiſed in ſo many profeſſions, (as ir 
were) ſhapes, in the which he puts himſeclfe, wee ſhould 
finde ſinne a peerelefſe foole; yea him a foole, thar ſo var- 
niſhed with cofours goes for wiſe. And this couert-folly 
doth chicfely reigne in the worldly Politique, who hauing 
learned of his Maſter Aachianel; that Religion was deui- 
ſed but to fray fooles (though States-men, that mulſt-not 
be eſteemed fookes, muft (neeeflarily) feeme religious) is 
yet very circumſpe& to be. reputed wiſe and rchgious, 
thereby roabule the ſimplicity of them chat are religious 
indeede, 

Of this kinde 1 would there did not abound in our own 
State roo many, who vnder the name of Religion, are rea+ 
dy to cut the throat of Religion ; and therefore condemne 
Churches and Calledges, as cages of vacicanc Birds, that 
they may make ther the neſts of Cormorants, Hence it is, 
that hauing ſhorne the wooll of our Ecclehaſticall prefer. 
ments; the moſt of our beſt reuenewes,in many places, arc 
by Gods hexuy hand vpon our finnes,made bur thred-bare 

nfions ; but the ſtubble that they have conceiued will 

ing forth chaffe for rhe vynquenchable burning, and that 
which they ſeemed to hawe, foall be taken from thew, Lake 
8, 18. 
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are fooles : and theſe ate (rather) negatively,then poſitiue- 
ly, religious : fooles, that can reaſon againlt all Religions, 
but for none : who (therefore) make Religion che Burr for 
their tongues to ſhoot ar. 
And there are another ſort of fooles, who thinke they 
walke as warily as is required, if they can {o walke thar 
mans Law can take-no aduantage of them, though they 
breake Gods Law daily ; ſwearing horribly ſpending time 
wickedly, and miſpending Gods Sabbaths. It may be 
ſaid of {uch as Sexeca ſaid of the like in his time: Pam 
anguita eſt innocentia ad legem bonum eſſe? that is, how 
nearely goe they to worke with their honetty, that will be 
no beter then the Law compels them ? ſpecially chat Law 
that entreth not into the heart, but ſRaieth without, as it 
were, inthe vtter court of words and deedes? In this caſe 
euery man (hou'd be a Law to himſelfe , remembring 
that the prauitie(cuenof thoughts)hath a Iudge,the [udge | 
of thoughts ; and good men will doe that which is good, 
rather of conſcience becauſe they know it to be good,then 
of conſtraint becauſe ic is commanded ; For thus they free 
themſelues from that folly by which many thinke they 
walke circumſpetly , when they walke cloſely ; and arc 
wary, when {indeede ) they be craftic : but this damned 
policic of the Papilts, $; nox cafte,tamen caute : if you can- 
not liue chaſtely, ar leaſt live charily ; let vs leane to the 
Atowles and to the Bats, Eſay 2. 20. to Papilts, and to 
Papiſticall perſons : for finne is finne,though it be ſhut vp; 
I doe not ſay in the fecrereſt corner of our chambers, bur in 
the very cloſer of our hearts : and tFole cloakes that we 
ſeeke to cover it with, are bur the figge-leaues of «Ada, 
or r2ther ners,in the which fooles think they dance vnſene: 
but who can conceale fire, which will maniteſt it (elfe by 
it owne light? ſo,who can hide finne,that will not be hid- 
den,thoughit be neuer ſo cloſely pent vp in our thoughts? 
yet the fowle of the heauea will carry the voyce, and thar 
which hath wings will declare the matrer, Zccl/eſ. 10. 20, 
wee haue ſcene the happy experience of it inour dayes ; 


where nothing was, or could be practifed againſt /aco5 by 
| I any 
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any E/a,bur it was knowne to dRebecca,our mother in Iſ- 
rael, Gen.27.4 2+ and the Raxens of the Valley hane picked 


ont the eyes of many of her haters,Pro.30.17. 
Bur ſay, that the light of our ſecret finnes did not 


breake out before men : yer, what hope is there to hide | 
them, when hee alwayes beholdeth them, who can enter | 


when the doores are ſhut, /obn 20.26. and thoſe eyes 1 


meane of conſcience, ſee them, that are more, in this caſe, | 
then a thouſand witneſſes ? It may be faid of theſe circum. | 
ſpeR fonles, vir quenquam inentes qui aperts oftio poſſit | 


virere, ianitores conſcientia, non ſuperbia oppoſiit. Seneca 


Epiſt. 96. That is, yee ſhall ſcarce finde one of them thar 


dares liue with his doore open, which proceedeth rather | 


from the guilrineſſe of his conſcience, then for any pride to 
keepe a porter, 

To this folly, let mee adde another not much vnlike; 
and this is the folly of thoſe that are ſtrict in ſmall mar- 
ters, and in greater looſe girded : and theſe, if they were 
meaſured by the ſame thread that they meaſure others, 
would bee found little betrer then Phariſaicall fooles, that 
Rraine at a Gnat, and ſwallow a Camell, Marth. 24. 24. 
they tithe Mint, and Cumwmin, but leaue the weighticr 
matters of the Law. verſe 23. Daintie they arc in a cere- 
mony,but not daintie to commit fin; and (as wee vie to 
ſay) they Rumble ata raw, and leape ouer blockes, But 
of all fooles, they are fooles of record,who thinke they are 
circumſpec enough, if they can cloake their owne faultes 
| by finding fault with others. And this folly runnes like a 
ſpreading Canker; it hath ouer-taken the moſt part of 
men, who ſeeke themſelues, rather cucry where, then in 
themſclues ; and who ( like that woman, of whom P/u- 
tarch maketh mention ) fir blind at home with their eyes 
in a basker, but put them on when they goe abroad, But 
there are none, = looke lefle 1nto themſelues, then they 
that looke ſo much into others. 

For, whereas the honeſt minde, the better it is it ſelfe, 
the lefſe it ſuſpeQerh others to be euill, and either looketh 


not atall ypon others, or looketh on them as on a glaſſe, | 
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in the which her o-vne intic;niries are reflected. ypon ber 
ſelfe, and therefore is as farre from iudging ill of others,as 
ſhe is from thinking her {elfe to bee good : the minde that 
is fouled with finne, and thereby enforced to loathe her 
owne filthy home, is glad to flie out,and ro wander among 
others ; and there, either by diſcouering their finnes to 
couer her owne, or by reprouing them, to. gaine to her 
ſelfe an opinion, and ſeeming not to be as the is. 

Toconclude all theſe follies in one, and many other not 
ſpoken of, which to fingle out by one and by one, were an 
endleſſe labour ;they walke as fooles that walke after their 
owne fancie, and not as they haue direQtion from God in 
his word; and therefore, in the next place, it is requi 
red that wiſedome bee the Guide to our circumſpes 
walking. 

But as wiſe.) Here, leaftany man might be deceiued in 
the word, or miſtake what true wiſedome is, in the 17. 
verſe,that followeth,it is ſaid to be that, which vnderſtand- 


eth what the will of the Lord #4: excluding all wiſedome | 


of the fleſh, and iudging none wile, but who are made 
wiſe bythe word to fſaluation, Where (yet) the Apoltle 
doth not ſo oppoſe berweene that wiſedome which is of 
God, and that excellent facultic of vnderftanding, which is 
a gift of the ſpirit of God common to good and bad, to 
the ſpiricuall, and in the naturall man, as if none were able 
to conceiue the things of God but men vnlearned,and men 
not trained vp in humaine knowledges: for, howſocuer 
morall wiſedome is mrere fooliſhncfle with God, when in 
the ſurges cf her owne conceir, ſhe is lifted vp aboue that 
which is mcete ; yet when ſhee holdeth her owne proper 
courſe and chanaell,in ſobriety, ſhe proueth an inſtrumert 
of much ſe:uice toGods glory, and Church: and there- 
fore (as one ſpeaketh of many) /# v1i/t1.45 ancilla eſt ſi neſti- 
as. Domina: that is, if thou canſt rell how to vſ: her,ſhe is 
thy ſEruant, but if thou cant nor, ſhe will be thy miſtreſſe ; 
ſo may it be (aid of wifedome acquired with induſtry ; be- 
ing ſanQified thou maiſt command her.; not directed a- 
right, ſhe will not ſerue but command thee. To be wile 
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then, is ſo to be by the word of God : more generally, to 


be wiſe,is rowalke in a contrary way to fooles, How they | 


walke we haue heard : and fo wee haue heard how wee 
ought to walke : that is, as Antipodes torhem,and (25 was 
ſajd) in contrary Wayes. 

It is ſole wiſedome to feare God, and one maine point of 
it is, to watke in his (ommandements, Eccleſ; 12.13. T ſal. 
111.10. Pro.1.7. Dent. q6. /0b further, the feare of the 
Lord u wiſedome, and to depart from exill 11 vnderftanding, 
Tob 28.28. It was once ſaid by one, that it wasres ingert- 
ofa eſſe Chriftianum : a matter of wit ro be a Chriſtian : 
now it may be faid (all things well confidered) that it is a 
point of great wiſdome to be a good Chriſtian: for though 
the rules of Chriſtianlife be ſo conſtantly true, as that they 
all draw the vyarietic of our wayes, and the differences of 
our callings to that one thing which 1 neceſſarie, Luk, 10.42. 
as totheir proper center, yetare there in the world courſes 
of our naturall life, ſo many caſes, and ſome of conſcience, 
which require a right judgement, in regard of circumſtan- 
ces and manner of doing :that he had neede of more then a 
minde to doe well, that will walke as hee ought in things 
honeſt towards themthat are without, and in things in- 
different towards them that are weake within: for we muſt 
nor thinke that it is perfe& wiſedome onely to vnderſtand 
the will of God, but perfeR and true wiſedome is, to ex- 
preſſe it to the life, in all the ations of our life, To doe 0- 
otherwiſe, ot contrary , is not to walke wiſely , but as 

votes. 
£ And therefore hath the Scripture concluded all ynrigh- 
reouſneſſe ynder the name of folly ; whether it be of igno- 
rance in the minde, or peruerſeneſſe inthe affeions and 
will : ſo CMirianss ſinne of grudging againſt her brother 
and Lord Moſes, is called a fooliſh finne, NN «m.12.11. 
ſo the Iſraelites a froward people, are ſaid to be a fooliſh 
people, Dext.32.6. and Samwel told Sax, when bee had 
done wickedly,that he did fooliſhly, 1 Sam.13.1 3. David 
confeſſeth as much againſt himſelfe, after he had numbred 


| the people,laying :1 hane done very fooliſply,2 Sam.24-10. 
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the Princes of Zoax are called fooles, Eſay 19- 11. ſo are 
the wicked people in /eremie,q.22. and the Phariſes that 
were hypocrites, CAfat.23. 16,17. and the rich man that 
was cooetous, Zak. 1 2.20. and the two Dilſciples that be. 
leeued not, Lk. 24-25. The Gentiles allo are called fooles 
chat knowing God, glorified him not as God, Rom.1.21,22. 
and Paz! (aith tothe Apoſtate Galathrans, fooliſh Galathi- 
ans,Gal.3.1. 

And thus it is plaine that all varighteouſneſle is folly, 
and that all workers of iniquitie are fooles, If therefore we 
will be truely wiſe, we muſt be wiſe to doe good,and fim- 
ple to that which is euill. The heart of a wiſe man #4 at his 
right hand : but the heart of a foole is at his left, ſaith Salo- 
man, Eccleſ.10.2. It is properly vnderſtood of the good 
and bad ſucceſſe that followeth the ations of the wilſe,and 
fooliſh : and yer it may not vnpreperly be referred to their 
different courſes of lite ; as that the heart of the wiſe is e- 
uer inclining to good, and the heart of fooles cuer decli- 
ning, as by a left hand from it. And this ſeemeth to be the 
reaſon why the Phyloſopher, as hee accounted wiſedome 
the Queene and life of all morall yertues ; ſo he did ſhut y 
all vices inthat one of folly.Where he thought not —_— 
to doe bona, the things that were good, except wee did 
them bene, that is, wiſely and well in euery circumſtance : 
for if we erre but in one circumſtance we doeill; and wee 
cannot doe perfeRly well, vnleſſe well inall: therefore in 
the not perfeRtion of our wayes, whoſe very perfeRion( as 
Hierome faith) is to acknowledge how farre wee are from 
perfeRion. Our firſt point of wiſedome is, not onely to 
commit no folly, but to haue an eye to the good wee doe, 
and to that which we would doe wiſely, that it be good 
both in ſubſtance, and in manner of doing, and throughly 
and in every part good; yea, well and good; well, as from 
vs, and good toour neighbour, 

Further, we may be {aid ro wa/ke wiſely, when wee not 
onely ſceme, but are Religious; and walke, both as the 


Law requires, and as conſcience direQts ; not think» ' 
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Andour walking u with wiſedome, if wee haug the greacſt | 


Care of the greatelt matters: if we turne our eyes from 0- 
himſelfe ; and if we follow what is commanded, not what 
we fancy in Religion : for folly hath this miſerie,ro be plea- 
ſed with ir felfe : and it is hard to finde a man ſo fooliſh, 
that thinkes not himſelfe wiſe : ſo incurable is the fickneſle 
of thoſe that are wile in their owne opinion. 

But what wiſedome is in vs, reietting the word of the 
Lord? Ter.8.9, and how can wee be ſaid to walke wiſely, 
who walke not after true wiſedome, but after Machia- 
well ? In Chriſtian yertues wee doe our dueties to halues, 
and therein profefle our ſelucs wiſe : is this to walke wiſely? 
Wee draw examples into rules, and preſume that cuery 
thing is lawfully done, that is done commonly. Many 
thinke it to be a fafe and good plea to ſay, that either they 
were not the firft that did ſo, or that they doe no more 
then others; Is there any wiſedome ia this ? bur ſuch ſhall 
one day finde, thatas they hauc finned with the multitude, 
they ſhall be puniſhed with the multirude, and beare them 
they bore them company 
intheir finne : they fined by example, bur they ſhall be 
puniſhed in their owne perſons, when it will be but cold 
comfort to them topo to hell with company. And then 
what wiſedome will iz be xo ſceke a defence cither in the 
example, or cuſtome of cuill ? 

Here, I would we that ſhould teach others,could teach 
our felues : wifſedome ſhould be in our mouthes, and the 
vertue of it in-oar wayecs : bur doe wee not follow the 
droucto the frarables, rhat ſhould lcad the Gheepe of the 
ſlanghrerro'Chrift > Wee that ſhould rurne 'others from 
the world, doc we not cleave to che world our ſelues ? and 
haue we'not oor conuerſation in couctouſneſle, that ſay to 
another, thox ſhalt not coner ? Wee ſhould ver the 
world, and hath-notthe world made a | of vs? 
Wee are not vader that tyrannie rhar'did Cloifter the Mi- 


niſters ofthe Goſpelifrom theſe onrward thinps,and from 
with, 0s 
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thers to our ſelues; for the juſt man is the firſt accuſer of 


- 
4 ————— 


* 
«_ . __ 
= = " P; 


—_—_— 


dn," 
-- Pd 


__——c . 


| : bh w 


LR — 


RF. For, they deferre the reſolution, thinking they can never 


19 a wiſe connerſation. 
to vſe this ourlibertie without ſcandall? Doe we gouerne 
our families to the example of others ? Doe wee vſe the 
World as if wee vſed it not? Or rather doe we not vie it, 
as if we had skill ro vie nothing elſe? Or, as if it were our 
charge, and not the flocke of Chriſt committed to ys? 
haue a minde to enter the courſe of godlineſſe, who 
Ralf ftand at the gate, or goe backe, taking a longer day. 


beginne to late, where true Chriſtians thinke, they can 
neucr beginne too ſoone. One ſpeaking of folly, ſpeaketh 
well of ſuch: /nter ceter 4 mala hoc quoque habet ſtultitia, 
ſemper ancipit vixere ; among many other euils that folly 
hath, this is one, ſhee is eucr beginning to liue. Doe ſuch 
walke wiſely 2 To theſe wee may adde another' kinde of 
fooles, that walke no better, And they are ſuch as make 
(honey more haſte to beginne, but with as ill ſpeede : for 

ey dwell vpon their beginnings, and are neuer led for- 
ward to perfeRtion, Hebr.6.1. Hauing gotten the reputa- 
tion of forward men, they ſpend vpon the ſtocke of that 
poore credit of theirs, till all be gone. And theſe, in ieede 
of walking wiſely, walke as fooliſhly as any : for, beſides 
that they leaue to bee good, they defire to bee no better; 
and they left (but) the World with Demas, to returne 
more violently coir; before they held it in one hand, now 
they embrace it with both, 2 7im.4-10. 

Queſt. Butis eucry walking wiſely walking well ? Anſ; 
Euery walking wiſely according tothe word ; wherein,and 
wherein onely is true wiſedome, is ſafe walking and walk- 
ing wel: not elſe, for wiſdome in her corruption is the mo. 
ther of herefic for opinion, and of diſobedience for action : 
yet humbled vnder the ſpirit, and direed by the word, 
ſhe becomes both a bulwarke for truth, and a guide for 
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Chriſtian life, theſe (1 fay ) he maketh ewo maine props 
of faith : by which itis plaine that policie and true religi- 
on are not {uch ſtrangers as ſome would make them. 1n- 
deede craft and true religion can neuer meet , but wiſc- 
dome and godlineſſe may : and Chriſtian policie in Chri- 
Rians is ſometimes, and for ſome purpoſes neceſſary : 
| therefore our Sauiour Chriſt, when he ſeat his Diſciples 
Sheepe among Wolues, bidding them to be wiſe as Ser- \ 
pents : not wile Serpents, that is,crafcily wiſe ; bur yet w/e a 
| as Serpents,that is, politiquely ſo. He requires (I grant) 
ſimplicitie of them : bur it is the ſimplicitie, not of Aſſes, 
but of Doues, Mar.to.16. that is, innocent : ftmphcicie, 
not fillie fimplicitic. And this wiſedome Pax! vſed in the 
councell, when hee caſt a bone betweene the Saddxces | 
and the Phariſes, «Atts 23. 6,7. ſaying,l ama Phariſe, the 
ſonne of a Phariſe, of the oy of the reſurreion of the dead 
ars I accuſed : and ſo ſetthem together, 

This, no way iuſtifieth that myſterie of iniquitic that 
worketh in thoſe faithlefle and crafcie [eſv5tes, whom the 
father of errours ſendeth ouer vnto vs; men of as many 
ſoules, as Proters had faces : no teneam vnltus mutan- 
tems Protea nods ? ſaith the Poet: that is, how ſhall we lay 
a netfor ſuch changelings ? or carch, as in a knor, ſuch ſlip. 
pery Eeles, and flies of Rowe, that breake through all 
Lawes, and hauc halfe in their lips, and halfe in their 
heart and conſcience ? 

Theſe are not godly but wickedly wife, nor without 
guile wiſe, but wiſe to doe ecuill. Burt wherein (chiefelj) 
confifterh ſpiritual wiſedome, and circumſpe&t walking ? 
in, and by redeeming th time : for it followeth. 
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VERs. 16. 
Redeeming the time : for the dayes are enill, 
"T3 that redeemethe ſeaſon, making euery time the 
rime of repentance, are ſpiritually wiſe, and doe cir- 
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cumſpettly os. they thar apply theraſclues to all | 


times,nor they ghar vainly ſpend the good houres of time : 
for ſuch poure our their time, as water that is ſpilc, which 
cannot be gathered vp againe zand doe not redeeme time, 
butls \ To redeeme the time (therefore) is, not to 
grace that it offereth : for though the time be 


that acceptable time of grace : and he that biddeth ys, 
while we haze the light, to beleene in the light, Tobn 12-36. 
giues vs to vnderſtand that the hauing of the light is no 
inheritance. 

Gods peculiar people (the ewes ) had the light of the 
world firſt offered to them in Chriſts Preaching and Mira- 
cles, but when they /oued darkeneſſe more then light, be- 
cauſe their deedes were enill, Iohn 3.19.their light was put 
out in deepe darkeneſſe, in which they wander from the 
Lord of life, to this day : the day of faluation, or accepta- 
vle day, that, was offered them, they regarded not ; they 
came this long, Þ night of their baniſhment fromthe priui- 


ledges of Gods pcople : and God hath green them the ſp1- 


He: JA when a man doth repent, and God be of 
: ' of ' firing and great patience; yet have wee no patent 


rit of ſlumber, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and cares that | 


they ſhould not heare, Rom. 11.6, the darkneſle that was vp- 
on the Gentiles is caſt ypon them; and they are apeople 
that know not whether they g0, Tohn 124.35, This came vp- 
0a them, becauſe they would not know(by way of redemp- 
tion) an their day, thoſe things which belonged wnte their 
peace; and now they are hid from their eyes, Licke 19.42. 
eAtts 17.46. 

The ſeaxen Churches of eAſia were ſeauen golden Can- 
dleflickes, and had goodly lights burning vpon them >bur 
when by careleſſe negligence, they fell away from berter 
to worſe, who ſhould haue proceeded from goodto 
better; not redeeming time , but makiog large =_— 
worths of it for pernicious errours and carnall looſeaeſle, 
by which they fall away more and more, E/ay 1+ 5. their 

ſticks were-xemoucd, and their glorious light put 


out, and they. made a prey to the darkenefle of Mahonet | 
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It is an high point of wiſedome (therefore) to keepe euen 
reckoning with our time, and not to rune behinde hand 
with good houres; for occaſion is bald behinde, and they 
that are wiſe will take hold of her fore-locke ; though the 
Lord be alwayes to be ſought, yet then ſpecially, Whsl> he 
may be found, Eſay 5 5.6. and _— alwayes te 
pon, yer chiefely and molt, when he 1 neare, ibid: 
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was nothing more importantly obieCted to /eruſalem he 6 = 2 


that ſhe remembred not her latter end, Lam.1.9. and God, 
by [eruſalem, reproueth his peoples negligence in taking 
hold of times and ſeaſons for their turning to him, making 
the ſimple creatures of the aire, in their kinde, to giue ſen- 
tence againſt them : for they know their appointed times, 
and keepe the time of their comming, ſaith the Lord, (hee 
ſpeaketh of the Storke, the Turtle, Crane, and Swallow 
that obſerue this order ) bt my people know not (faith hee) 
the indgement of their God, Ter.8.7.Though hee that came , 
at the Grovench houreghad his pennie, War. 20.9. yet truſt 
not to that : for, thou mailt be in hell long before thou ſee 
that houre, and that is ſet down to keepe ys from deſpaire, 
not to harten vs to preſumption. 

As (therefore) wiſe Merchants take the preſent fitteſt 
time for the buying of their commodities : ſo wiſe Chriſti» 
ans, the beſt Merchants of time, ſhould take the preſent 
ſeaſon forthe making of it theirs, by well-doing : and ha- 
uing negleRed (already) many good houres, and yet ha- 
uing more offered (though they cannot call backe one mi- 
nute of time paſt)they ſhould double their paines and dili- 

ence about the gainefull employment of thoſe that are 
orethem, to make (as it were)ſome amends or 
ſatisfaRon for their loſſes before , doing as much good 
now, as they might haue done, both now and then. To 
moue vs tothis ; let vs confider (ficſt ) how nimble and 
fleete time is, and how ſoone it paſſeth away: the time paſt 
is gone,the time to come is not yet: onely the preſent may 
be called time, and what is it? or of what continuance, be- 
ing no ſooner come, then it is gone againe? Then what 
fooles are they that ſo much trouble themſelues with 
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getting away of time that paſſeth ſo quickly , nothing 
more ? But ſuch thoughts wiſe men are caſed of,and fooles 
may ſpare;time will go faſt enough without driving; and 

therefore let our greateſt care bee to gather —_ frag- 

ments and very crummes of time that nothing be loft, lohn 

6. 12. 

Secondly, let vs confider how precious time is, and 
therefore how worthy to be redeemed. Good husbands 
know this, who will looſe no time for their wealth and 
markets : And Philoſophers, who knew not any life here- 
after, how were they ſer for the redeeming of time in mat- 
ters of no worth? How loath were they to vnbend their 
vaine tudies for their very meales and naturall reſt > And 
ſhall we thinke the time long, and the husbandrie ill ſpenc 
that is beſtowed vpon wares of better nature then worldly 
riches, that is, that is laid out ypon heauenly wealth , and 
the true treaſure?Shall the n ſo occupic time for yn- 
certaine markets;and ſhall we ſecing the markets we deale 
in, are of our certaine redemption, tary at home in our 
idleneſſe, and looſe ſo precious haures ? 

Thirdly, let vs conſider how little of our time is in our 
owne power : onely the time preſent is ours, and how 
ſmall a thing that is wee bauc heard; the time paſt is gone 
from vs, aad for hereafter, who hath power of that, that 
may bee ? For, our life is a vapour, and ina moment wee 
may be taken away. ; 

Fourthly, let vs. conſider how ſhort our tame is ; and 
learne of Hoſes, rhe man of God, by ſo poore an Arith- 
meticke of our dayes, to number them wiſely, not by che 
Church-booke; but by the true feare of God. P/al.90.1 2. 
Euery day windes vp ſome part of the thread of our life, 
which is of no gear length inthe longeſt liver. The far- 
ther we paſſe from the firſt day of our birth, the neerex we 
draw to thelaſt houre of our life: and ſo wee goe but to 
death,and nor afoote from it, ; therefore ſaith the Apoſtle 
Saint Paul, while yorut hawe time doe good to all. Gal.6.10. 
As if hee had ſaid, you haue no ſuch great abundance of it, 


that you can ſpare any. 
Fiftly, 
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Fifthly,ler vs confider,thar our aduzrſarie the Dinell as 
Aroaring Lion walketh about ſecking whom he may denonre, 
1. Pet.5.. that is, the Diuell will looſe no time to deſtroy 


vs,and therefore let vs redeeme a'l hourcs of time to faue 
our ſelues and others. I ſpeake ro ſuch as haue the charge 


_— —— 


of others in the miniſtrie, or ( more generally) in the Gol- | 


pell. This Apoſtle of ours did ſo : for writing to Timerhie 
he faith: Theſe things write I wnto thee truſting to come 
ſhortly, 1. 7 im. 3.14. He was vnwilling co looſe any time, 
which be might husband profitably for Gods glorie and 
the Churches ſeruice; elſe he might haue ſaid, becauſe I 


- - VOIDS OL ——_—— e—_— 


meane to come ſhortly I will not write now. But that that | 
may bee done to day , muſt not be put off till the morrow- | 


or the next day; and the Apofile would looſe no time, 
that the diuell might not bee any gainer by him. Which 
ſhould ſtirre vp negligent Miniſters, who giue Satan time 
too much, to ſpoile the Lords inheritance. Burt looke what 
we looſe,the Diuell gets; if we ſcattertime, he will gather 
it; and where we arc idle he works, 

Sixthly, let ys confider that time muſt be reckoned for, 
though (here) wee make no conſcience to looſe whole 
daycs,and weekes, and moneths, yet we ſhall one day pay 
to God the ſhot e,in the ſiri& account of our houres, 
when our poore ſoules ſhall bee committed to torments, 
and bodie and foule ſhall bee caſt into hell. This ſhould 
make ys enter into a trembling conſideration with our 
{clues about our great arrerage of time; as to thinke how 
much is ypon ry nar, for exceſſiue ſleepe , for immode- 
rate gaming , for our carnall fellowſhip, for much idle 
talke, vaine thoughts , and inordinate worldlinefſe : and 
— ſomuch loſt and ſpent already,do as wiſe husbands 
in ſuch a caſe ſhould do; that is, gricue for that which is 
paſt, and bee better husbands hereafter of all ourboures, 
redeeming thetime behind, and beginning prouidently to 
ſaue, before all be gone. 

Seuenthly, let ys confider and call to minde the example 
of Chriſt, whoſe doings, as our light wee ſhould follow, 
and to. whoſe perſon, as our beſt precedent, wee ſhould 
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conforme. hee faith, Tohn 9.4. I muſt worke the workes o 
him that ſent mee, while it 1s 49 : he faith, hee muſt, and ir 
is ſure hedid; for hee ſpent the day in teaching, and the 
night in prayer. Luke 6.12. & 21+37- 

Let vs (eightly ) conſider, that as God hath appointed 
that good ſhould be done; ſo he hath ſer the opertunities 
and icaſons wherein to doe it; and therefore hath made 
euery thing beautifull in the rime thereof. Eccleſe 3. 11. 
Now, if wee negle& chis rime with Ieruſalem, what can 
we looke for,but that the line of Ieruſalem ſhould be ſpred 
ouer vs for ſuch our negligence, and more then brutiſh 
contempt of good houres ? Lake 19.42,43,44- 

And now, to calt vp the reckoning of all that hath beene 
ſpoken, let vs put theſe together ; the nothing of our 
fight time : the price it carieth with the children of wiſe- 
dome : how little of it is in our owne power; how ſhort 
and flicting itis ; how much Sathan (toteach, or ſhame 
ys) ſetterh by it for his owne ends ; that houres, and mj- 
nutes mult be accounted for : that Chriſt (for our imitati- 
on) loft no houre of time for his Fathers ſeruice, and Glo. 
ry : and that goodis to hee done, in that time and ſeaſon, 
that God ( moſt wiſe) hath appointed to it; and hauing 
made this account, ler vs denie ( if wee can ) that time is to 
be redeemed. 

O ( then ) let ys not ſuffer any good occaſion of doing 
good to (lip away from Vs, but Jet vs lay ſure hold of it, ex- 
horting one another, while it is called to day. Heby.3.r3. 
Euery moment of our life, is the opportunitie giuen for a- 
mendment of life, it is that acceptable time, and day of 
faluation, ſpoken of, 2 Cor.6.2. that time of life, wherein | 
God viſiteth vs with his Word and Goſpel, ſpeaking to vs 
by his Word, and knocking at our hearts by his mercies, 
and judgements : Oh, let vs not ſuffer the bleſſing of rheſe 
golden times to bee loſt, or in vaine to bee < 
vpon vs. 

Some good things reach not vnto, nor may bee done at 
ail times, as the hearing and reading of the Word, the rea- 
ding of good bookes, conference, ſolemne,and ſet prayer, 
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admonition, reproofe, almes : For, theſe muſt haue, and 
enjoy their owne. oportunities ; but euery time, is a time 
of turning to God, all times are fit times for the exerciſe of 
our faich, for repentance of ſinnes, for amendment of life, 
and for reconciliation with God : Oh (therefore ) let theſe 
ſeaſons and oportunities of times in Gods mercy, bee euer 
deere vnto vs, let vs deferre no meanes or time, that the 
Lord ſhall offer (fitly) co vs for theſe dueties, but redeeme 
them with our preſenc induftrie, and labour of loue, not 
receiving ſo much grace in vaine. 

Let vs conſider our miſpent time, and by greater dili. | 
gence in well doing, fetch as much of ir (as we can) backe T' 
againe by running the way of Gods Commaundements, 
P/al.119.32, Let Sax/runneto the harpe of his pleaſures, 
and they that are drunken with the delights of life,as wich 
that wine wherein is exceſſe, let them make themſclues 
muſicke with mery fellowſhip, t@ drive away dumpes: 
but let vs, rowhom God hath giuen a better minde, and 
another ſpirit, take heede how we forfcite the oportunitie 
of repentance, for ſuch vaine matters : and let vs remem- 
ber, that time well paſt, is che beſt paſtime in the World, 
Hee that other wayes, paſſes his time, turnes his paſtime 
into ſinne, 

And becauſe as was ſaid,our time goes away faſtenough, 
faſter then a Poſt, and as ſoone as a thought, what neede 
wee (ſo much and ordinarily ) in vaine ſports to fecke re- 
medies againſt it? The yeeres we haue ſcene are gone, the 
few thatare behind, will not tarry Long after ; and one end 
ſhall bee vnto all, This end is death, the common end of 
the liuing, and the happy end of the righteous. Let it bee 
our care (therefore) to redeeme time, nor to caſt jt away, 
and our ſoules with it, vpon the pleaſures of finne,as they, 
who doe more ſeruice to their bellies in oac day,then they . 
doe, in a whole yeere of dayes, ro God. 

. Wary & wel-thriuing husbands,hauing had ſome great . 
lofſe, will watch all Markets, and oportuuities to recover 
it. Now what greater loſſe,can come to a (truely) and wel- 
thriving Chriltian, then his great loſle of the time of the 
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Goſpel, which is the time of repentance: and ſhould not 
this Row him to follow earneſtly, and continually, all the 
Markets and oportunities of Religion that he can heare of, 
thereby to make vp his former great lofle, at ſuch Chriſtian 
aſſemblies ? 

The way-faring man, hauing ſlept too long in bed, or 
fate too late at dinner,will make amends for it by making 
more haſte (afterwards ) in his way : ſo we that trauell to 
our owne Countrey of heauen ; hauing before, either ſlept 
out our good time inan idle life, or face it out in pleaſures, 
ſhould be (by ſo much the more) carefull hereafter, to 
quit the way faſter, by giuing all diligence to make our cal- 
ling and elettion ſure, 2 Pet.1.1o. for it 13 ſuſhcient for ys 
that we haue ſpent the time paſt of otir life after the luſt 
of the Gentiles, walking in wantonneſle, 1 Peter 4. 3. 
Now it is high time, that wee beſtow that well and care- 
fully in Gods ſeruice, thatis to come ; redeeming with 
our bodies, goods, and life (if neede were) that which is 
paſt, We heard how our Saujour Chrift beltowed all his 
houres, to the glory of his Father and good of mankinde : 
at great feaſts hee would looſe notime; and at one feaſt, 
how many things taught he concerning the feaſts of Chri- 
ſians,and bread of heauen? Luk 14.15,16.&c. At lacobs 
Well, when he talked with the woman that was a harlot ; 
how did hee forget his owne neede of the water of-the 
Well, to ſatisfie her neceſſitie with the waters of the Well 
of life ? Iohn 4.7,10,11,12. &c. how afcer did he neg- 
le& his owne meat, to doe that (which was his meat and 
drinke ) the will of his Father ? Tohn 4. 34. What occaſi- 
on did hee omit to doe good ? by vccafions of the har- 
ueſt, how did he prouide and ſpeake for his fathers ſpiri- 
tuall harueſt > CAZar.g. 37. 38. And by occahion of lea- 
uen, how did hee warne his Diſciples of che leauen of 

corrupt doQtrine and corrupt men? Aſat. 16.1 1.And what 

is this but to teach ys to redeeme time by his example that 
lolt none ? 
And if filchy perſons can take all occahions of filthy 


talke and doings ; ſhall wee (that are Saints by calling) 
L 2 ; looke 
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looſe any occaſion of ſpeaking well, and doing good, 
to the edification of our ſelues and others ? ſo much the 
rather (as it followeth in the laſt place) becan/+ 
The dayes are enill.) No day confidered in it ſelfe, is 
euill ; and all dayes, conſidered in their Creator, and firſt 
creation, are good, Gen.r.z1. Here then we muſt confeſſe 
a trope, and that the dayes are not properly, but by a fi. 
gure, exz{{; that is euill, for the euils in them : or, becauſe 
they are infeted with the pitch and canker of the world, 
that lieth wholly in wickedneſle, r Joh 5.19. So the daics 
here are ſaidto be euill, becauſe the men in them were e- 
vill, And this is reaſon enough to perſwade the children 
of God to be good husbands of their houres, and to take 
heede into what places and companies they come, lealt 
they takethe infetion, as a man may comming into a 
plaguy-houſe : for no plaguie aire can ſo ſoone inteR the 
body, as the aire of euill company may the ſoule, This is 
plaine by the examples of Zoe, and 7o/eph, and of Danid 
among the 7hilitims. Lot learned to drinke liberally in 
Sodome, and did ſo out of Sedome,Gen.19.33.35. Ioſeph in 
the Court of Pharazh, courted it with diſſembling, and 
ſwearing by the life of Pharavh, Gen 42. 15. and Danid, 
who ſuffered much, and learned great obedience by the 
things which he ſuffered ; being but a while among the 
vncircumciſed PhilzHims,learnedgo lye and to difſemble, 
I S4m.27.10.I1. * 
Secing (therefore) the dayes are fo eujll, that is,the men 
in them ; how circumſpectly ſhould good men walke and 
wiſely paſſe their time, leaſt they be circumuented ? ſeeing 
ſo many thornes are about them, how wary ſhould they 
be both what chey touch, and how they goe? The world 
will ſay, becauſe the dayes are eni!, let vs be cuill for com- 
pany : but the ſpirit ſaich not ſo; but redeeme the ſeaſon, 
becauſe the dayes are exill:that is,though others be naught, | 
and ſtarke naught, yet be you good and very good : good 
your ſelues, and meanes tro make others good : and ſome 
ſay, the dayes are enill, therefore as the dayes are,fo be yee : 
bur the ſpirit ſaith, che dayes are enil, therefore take heede | 
| 'E 
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ye be not as they are ; that is, naught as they be. Bur were 
the dayes cuill when the Apoſtle wrote ? then what ſhould 
let vs tocall themeuill now? or were they (then) in the 
poſitiue, exi/{? they are (now ) in the ſuparlatiue, workt : 
for that that was full then, runnes ouer now ; iniquitie I 
mean*, that hath gotren the vpper hand, and workes with 
both hands, . 

At the reformation of the Goſpell, by the zeale of bleſ- 
ſed Queene Elizabeth, one diuell was caſt out, but ſeauen 
haue returned fince, Z*k, 11.26.we haue ſcene the growth 
of ſpirituall Eſau among vs, Gen. 25-27. the euill menand 
deceiuers waxe worſe and worſe, deceining and being de- 
ceined, 2 Tim.3.13. but wegrow notas /acob,from good 
to be tr : weare turned from Poperice, but are we turned 
to the liuing God?and not turned rather from him toAthe- 
iſme : that is, from thefalſe God, to no God? the furnace 
of irange luſts,as that of I abuchodonoſor in Babylon,is it 
not come from one heating, to be heated ſeauen times 
more in our dayes, then in any age before vs, Dan.2. 19. 
that is, is not luſt (the furnace ) ſeuen times more luſtfull ? 
Pride ſeauen times more proud? Wantonnefle, ſeauen 
times more wanton? Adulterie, ſeauen times more -adul. 
tercr? Drunkenneſle, ſeauen tim:s more drunkard ? and 
euery finne, is it not ſeauen times more finfull ? and doe 
we grow as /acob ? or rather doe we not grow as £/ax, 
from evill to worſe ? Gen.25.27. What treaſons in Court? 
What poiſonings at Court? What vnawonted prophane- 
nefſe in Court and Countrey ? 

In our S2ujours dayes men fold and bought in the 
Church ; in our times, Churches themſelues are bought 
and (old, [ohz 2.24 In the Apoſtolike and firlt rimes of 
the Goſpell; che Heathen onely perſecuted Chriſtians : in 
our ave of it, Manaſſeh Ephraim, Ephraim Manaſſeh,and 
both again(t Iudab, Eſay 9.21. Ieluites and Prieſts one 2» 


| gainft anocker ; and both againſtrhe wes "© : nay (which 


is a warre more vnnaturall) /«dab againlt it ſelfe : and the 
diuifions of R«b+z have bred great thoughts of heart, /xd. | 


| 5-2 5- I cannot conraine, toremember what miſchiefes this 
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bitter warre of brethren hath already, and is like furcher 
to bring forth : and what Chriſtian heart can abſtaine from 
fighes and lamentations, to ſee ſo many graue, wiſe, and 
learned Chriſtians to moleſt one another? The Shepheards 
to be arvariance ? the poore Sheepe (tor whom the Lord 
Ieſus ſhed his moſt precious bloud) to be ſo turned out to 
Wolues & ſpoile? the common people to be ſo diſtrafted? 
errours and Atheiſme ſo to abound, and get head? the 
cauſe and glory of the Goſpell ſo to be weakned ; and men 
alſo diſcouraged by them, by whom they ſhould be 
lured and begotten to the truth ; that it may truely be ſaid 


in our dayes, which was ſpoken long fince ; ®ue mods 


mater erat, formam capit illa Nonerce ; & quos latte alint, 
conficit illa flagrs : that is, She that was a muther becomes 
ſtepmother,and whom once ſhe ſuckled wich milke, ſhee 
corments with ſtripes ? 

Our conten: ion is hotter and hotter, our enemies in- 
creaſe that trouble ys; they that hate vs laugh, but the 
Church weeps that ſhould be comforted by vs;and though 
ſhe bleede in a veine of — through our common 
diſtraftion ; yet no man ſaith to his brethren at variance ; 
Why ſtrize yee ? why m_ wrong one to another ? « Atts 7. 
26.0 ! that it were conſidered what great loſſe the Church 
(daily ) ſuffereth by this plague of diſſention ? O ! that we 
had berimes, or would yet in time remember, How good 
a thing it ts for brethren to dwell together invnitie ? If wee 
did, or had done ſo, the fiorme that waxeth thicker and 
thicker had bin ſcattered, 2nd we ſhould haue ſeene a faire 
calme of peace in the Churches of Eng/and, at this day : 
burour breach is as the Sea, and theſs euill dayes know 
nothing of the wayes of peace. 

But to goe on : in the Apoſtles dayes, and neare them 
what rurning to the Goſpell? now, what running from 
it? chen, what plainenefſe in teachers ? now, what equi- 
uocation? then, what obedience to heathen Ceſar ? now, 
what practiſing againſt Chriftian Ceſars? then, whar 
ſtrengthning of the Goſpell? now, what vader-mining it 
by the builders themſclues? It were infinite co ſpeake euen 
6 of 
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of penerall euils,that are infinite ;and therefore I will come 
to an ifſue wich you, and draw to an end. 

Sceing the dayes are (thus ) exill; the greater wiſedome 
is required of vs, and muſt be v{edby vs,for our auoiding 
of the infeion of that corrupe fellowſhip and miſgouern. 
ment that (like yenome) ſheds it ſelfe ypon all that come 
neere it. So farre off we muſt be, becauſe ihe dayes are ee 
will; from being euill as they ace, that wee mult take the 
more pines, and heede ro be good. And here, we ſhould 
rather goe alone in the narrow way,then follow 4 multitude 
to doe enill, Exod.23.2. It it be of the faſhion to be euill ; 
we muſt be like vato Chriſt,and reſemble good Chriſtians, 
who doe not faſhion themſelus like vato this world, Rom. 
I 2.23.2ut are in theirMaſters faſhion,and conforme to him. 
But ſome will doe as the world doth, and goe whither the 
moſt lead them ; and whitker is that ? euen to the houſe 
where the dead are, Pro.9."$.and what todoe? to be mad 
with the company, to be baited with their allurements, 
and to cate of ſuch things as pleaſe them: but no example 
ſhould preuaile ſo farre (though of thouſands that ſo doe) 
as to draw vs into wayes of wickednefle with follies chil- 
dren : and if we would not be damned with ſuch mates, we 
muſt nor follow their damnable wayes , cheir pipes of 
ſmoake,and pots of exceſſe. 

Againe, ſome feare not the contagious aire of any com- 
panie : why, what is their confidence? No company (lay 
they ) can doe vs hurt. Canit not? and why can it not 
hurt them? Is ir becauſe they are {already )ſo bad,that no 
company can make them worſe? or haue they forgorten, 
what company was able to doe againſt Peter himfelle (a 
farre holier man then themſelues) in ( azaphas hall ? CMat, 
26.70,72,74. Likewile, how it prevailed againſt righte. 
ous Lot, vertuous Toſeph,and Dawid, Gods owne King ? 
If theie were intangled, ſhall they goe free ? if chele carri- 
ed with them a ſmarch of the company, that yet they lik- 
ed not; (hall they that runne deſperately vpon the ſharpe 
of this worldly fcllowlhip, and cake pleaſure in it, keepe 
their tare ill? 1g, cannot be ; aud therefore (ro make = 
en 
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©nd here) I beſeech yon remember your great danger, and 
forget not your holy calling in theſe cuill dayes; ſocuill, 
that you may not bee' moued from your hope : for this 
cauſe, take vnto you the whole armonr of God, that yee may 
be able toreſiſt inthe enill day:and, haning finiſhed all things 
ſtand faſt. Eph.6.13. The God of power gine you to bee ſo 
minded : and to this, God the Father, with his holy Sonne 
Chriſt Ieſus, and che Spiric of both ; three perſons in Tri- 
nitie, one God in ynitie, be rendred all glory, dominion, 
and honour, now and cuer. e Amen. 
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SHORT PROSPERITY 
of the Wicked : 
AND THE 


HAPPIE ESTATE 
of the I'vsr, .. 


P$AL. 37. Ver.35,36,37- 


I haxe ſeene the wicked in great power : and ſpreading hins- 
ſelfe like a greene Bay-tree, 

Yet he paſſed away, and loe hee was not : yea, I ſought him, 
but he ceuld not A's found. 

CHMarke the perfett man, and behold the vpright : for the end 


of that man u peace, 


d Haxe ſcene the wicked ſtrong, cc. There 
SAR acc two things obſcruable in this Scr 

£9 ture : the ynſtable proſperity of the __ 
| d cd , verſc35,36. and the certaine and con- 
ane felicitie of the righteous, verſ. 37. 

SS Albcit that the wicked man be neuer fo 

ge and in the pride of his heart, ſpread abroad, like a 
greene Bay-tree, neuer ſo faire ; yer hee ſuddenly paſſeth, 
and is lirtle marked, he vaniſhed ſpeedily, and Layers 
remembred : whereas our vpright man,though his 1 
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life be a kinde of warfare on earth, findes peace atthe laft ; 
and after his red cueniog a faire day followeth, Afar. 
16. 2. This is the ſum and {cope of theſe three verſes, A 
point (if cuer)neceſſary, now moſt needfull for our preſent 
tices and ſtare; and ſuch as can neuer be roo much vrged, 
or enough conſidered, ſpecially ſince it is athing incident 
to the beſt, to looke but on the outfide of things, and to 
meaſure the ſecrer iudgementsof God with the ſcant yard 
of his outward bleſſings : whereas indeede his very chatte- 
nings arc bleflings; and chac (which we account blefling) 
but a fatning to the ſlaughter :for, not to {ay any thing of 
meere fleſh and bloud, who ſay in their hearts there us no 
Ged, Pſal.14-1. or at the beſt no Prouidence of God, Yu0d 
malt bene eſt, & bonts matt : —_ it goeth well with 
thoſe that are caill, and ill with thoſe that are good, ic is a 
temptation greater then the very children of God can 0. 
uercorne or refiſt, as Jong as they are cloathed with this 
earthly and mortall tabernacle, to ſce the wicked ſo great= 
ly and bightoriſe abouethe head of the righteous ; and to 
haue, not a large meaſure, bur ſuch an oucr-meaſure of 
theſe commodities and bleſſings that they ſo much want ; 
whole godlineſle (notwithſtanding bach the promiſe of the 
life preſent , and not. onely , of the life tg-come, 1 Tem. 
4-8. for albcit god/meſſe be great, of iriclfe {1 dor not ſay) 
riches, but gaze, and haue enoughinir felfe, tro commend 
it for it ſelfe, roall that arc godly-wik ; yer 1 know not 
how it commeth to paſſe, that we praiſethe thing, bur la- 
bour for the reward, and ſtand more vpon the fruit, then 
the conſcience of a good worke. 

We can be content withthe okd people andchildren of 
Iſrael, to giue ancare to the Commandement of loving 


| the Lord, and of fearing him, and twearing by his name, 


as wefindeit of record, in Dewreronomac chapter 605-8. 
burourchieferefpeRt and ipeciall eye iis ro the -promiſes 


| there ſpoken of;-as the protongunp of aver dayorin the Land, 
| our increaſe thercin, and protperiticinrhe bleflings rhere- 
| of; our hauing of Cines which we builded nothoules full 


of goodswhich wecfilled not ; Weis whichwee -digged 


not; 
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not; Vineyards and Oliue-trees which wee planted not» 
Dent.6,2,3,10,11. We can be content to ſeeks the King- 
dome of God and his righteouſneſſe, Mat. 6.33. but not in 
the firlt place, and with our firſt care, and our zcale will 
ſoone waxe cold if all other things be not added tows. In a 
word, we can be contegt tothinke that godlineſſe 1s great 
riches ; but if the promiſe#Which it hath of this life, be not 
preſently performed-t&efwethinke wee hae clen/ed owr 
hearts in vaine,and waſhed owr hands in innocencie, P/alme 
13. 
ts the want of theſe outward things in the god. 
ly, though it be a tencation very grieuous, doth not fo 
much trouble them, as that they are poured out in ſo great 
plenty and fulneſle vpon the wicked : for howſoeuer there 
are to be found, thar haue ſo farre profited in the Schoole 
of the croſle, that they can ſuffer many things for Chriſt, 
and for his name and teſtimony, with great patience and 
ſound joy: yet who is hee that is not moued beyond his 
patience, and afflited cuen aboue the meaſure of his affi- 
Ction, to ſee the wicked, not onely free from troubles, in 
the day of his trouble, but a worker of his woe, and of 
the fraits that he is in; and not onely armed with power 
againſt him,bur inſulting wich pride ouer him ? Nay,what 
greater indignitie and heauier crofſecaathere come to the 
godly, then co haue the foot of pride to come againſt him, 
and the hand of wickednesto be vpon him?P/.36.11.Who 
more exerciſed then Daxid,and therefore more like toen- 
dure troubles then he ? yet in this caſe, his feet were al- 
moſt gone hu ſteps had well neere ſuipt,P[al.73.2. Who more 
patient then Job, that mirrour or rather miracle of pati- 
ence? yet in this very cafe, hee was ſofarre from filence 
(one of the trueſt ſignes of patience) that hee queſtionerh 
why the wicked ſhould line, waxe old, and grow 1m wealth ? 
Tob 21.7, Who apter to melr into teares, for the daughter 
| of Sionin afflition, then weeping 7ereanwe ? -yet in this | 
point alſo he growethtoa degree of choller, and reafonerh | 
with God himſelfe about the rnateer, acking why the way | 
abeatn Pr —y be in wealth that re- 
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belliouſly tranſgreſſe ? ley.12.1. Becauſe God # of pure eyes» 
and cannot behold exuill; therefore, as if he were whe ro 
giue an account of his matters to man, Habarxcke cals him 
torth, as if it were before the barre to anſwer him, Why he 
lookes von the tranſgreſſion, and holds his tongue, when the 
wicked denonures the man that 14, more righteous then hee ? 
Hab. 1.13. rl, ww; 

So great aneye-ſof&isthe eſſe of the wicked to 
the conſciences of the aoxehich infirmitie in them { to 
call it as it is)as it grrowethifrom no other cauſe,& as it were 
root, but that we meaſure them by their preſcar eſtates: ſo 
hathit no other remedy, but to examine them by their 
ends ; in the which we ſhall finde as great cauſe of comfort 
for the one, as we take of griefe at the other, 

And therefore againſt all ſuch diſcomforts and yaſet- 
lings, cauſed by a wrie conſideration of Gods ſtraight and 
iult wayesin all that hee doth (who can doe nothing but 
that which is equall and good) let vs take Daxids experi- 
ence, and Daxids word here, / hawe ſcene : as if hee had 
faid ; bur I ſee itnot now: or the wicked man was ſtrong, 
bur is not: and was great, but is nothing now & no where, 
fave in ſome ſtrong priſon, or iudged to ſome baſe death : 
for, therefore hath Damid the Kingiſer downe thus much 
for our earning, drawne (as it were) out of the boſome of 
his owne experience, that we ſhould not be offended roo 
much at the proſperitie of the vngodly, as hee himſelfe 
once was: becauſe, howſoeuer{for theſe outward matters ) 
he be ſtrong and in power, and (which is the effect of 
worldly power ) ſpread, and vaunt himſelfe like a greene 
Bay, which can hardly wither : yet he paſſed away and ws 
gone : neither could he be found with ſeeking : where yet 
the vpreght and inft may, though his preſent caſe ſeeme 
miſerable, his cuerlaſting eſtate is not ſo, and bu end 
5s peace, 

And this kinde of arguing from the experience of Gods 
Sainrs, jn the Scriptures, muſt needes be of force (if any ) 
ro ſercle &quier vs in the ſtrongeſt aſſaults of the wickeds 
proſperitic, which is ſo ſhort and miſerable at laſt :'for, 
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though the wi/edome of the wor/d make experience bur ac 


AMafter of fooles, and reaſon the wiſeſt teacher : yer in the 


right ſearch of Gods judgments, it is of force to ſer Reaſon | 


it ſelfe ro Schcole, and to conuince the beſt wiſedome in 
Schooles, of folly : for it is not to be doubred , but that as 
whatſoener things are writte, are written for our learning:(0 
the experience of Daxid in this place,and of others in other 
Scriptures, is ſet downe and regiſtred for a direftion and 
rule to our judgements ypon, like occafions as this was : 
not that the  encyen of God, in theſe our dayes, are 
not legible by a weake eye, as written in capitall letters, 
that all may read : but that they may be leſſe doubted of, 
hauing the conſeat and witneſle of other times. And if it 
be true which one ſpeaketh of other ſtories ; that, neſcire 
quid, antequam nat fir,geftum fuerit,quid eft alind quam 
ſemper eſſe puerum ? not to know what was done before 
thou walt borne, what is it, but (till tobe a childe > How 
can they, who are not acquainted with the experiences of 
Gods children, in che Bibles ſtorie {matters that were 
done long before their cradle ) bur be very babes in know- 
ledge ? 

Fr is but a ſmall thing thar any one can obſerue and ſee in 
fo ſhort a life as we now haue, whereof the one part is gone 
before we thinke, and { while wee thinke ) che orher: and 
(therefore ) to enrich our obſeruation, it is neceffary that 
we ſhould be acquainted with Gods marueilous workes, 
done before our time,and written for our learning, It plea- 
ſeth God (ſometimes ) to ſet ſome vpon Stages, in whoſe 
perſons he {lively | aterh his iudgements for the infiruci- 
on of an age (our memory and age hath ſeene ſome, and 
ſome (yer) it may behold at this day : ) yer doth he it nor 
to the end wee ſhould content our ſelues with our owne 
experience, but that wee ſhould compare wiſely together 
what hath bin done in our owne daies,and in the times be- 
fore vs. But now to the matcer.. ls! 


Danid ſaith, Hee ſaw, &c. Hee had not onely experi- 


| enceby reading what God had firangely done before his 


time, but was an eye-witneſle of. many grear' alterations 
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"which bapned evenia hid owne time, as in che ſtorie of bis 


owne life, and in thedookes of Semwel and the Chronicles 
may be ſcene : Hee himfelfe faw the power and weake- 
nefle both of Saul and eA®/olom ; Hee ſaw them greene as 
a Bay-tree, and liued to lee them as the greene grafſe, thar 
being cur downe withereth, In the 73. P/a/me, hee ſaw 

which much offended him, to wit, the wicked farre 
exalted abouec the godly : far their bodies he ſaw them lu- 
fie and ftrong, and mm mo perill of death: free from thoſe 
troubles intheir minde that. othEFT feele; the plague nor 
once touching them that conſumeth others. He ſaw how 


they drunke large bleſſings of a full cup : how their epes | 


were ſwolne, aud ſtood ont with fatneſſe, which made many 
weake and ſimple ones to follow them : and how (not- 
withſtanding that their deſires were enlarged as hell) yet 
they had more then heart could wiſh: and as he ſaw their 
prolperitie, ſo hee beheld their deftrmttion which came ſud- 
denly : who (therefore )might more fitly be compared to 
cene grafſſe then to a greene Bay. 
Teb (aw the like, for ſpeaking of the wicked, hee ſaith ; 
T heir ſeede 15 eftabliſhed im their ſight, and their generation 
before their eyes : their houſes are peaceable without feare, 
and the rod of God uu not upon them : they ſend forth their 
children as ſycepe, and their ſonnes daunce : their Bull gen-, 
dreth and faileth not, their Cowe calueth, and cafteth wot 
ber calfe; Iob 21.8,9,10,11. Thele were great bleſſings, and 
here was a goodly Bay-rree: but how ſoone they vaniſhed, 
and ic was gone, they ſaw : and therefore hee addeth that, 
Suddenly they went e ro the graze, verſe 13. their bo- 
dies tothe earth,and their ſoules to hell. 
| And (therefore ) though their proſperitic were as great 
as thatof tharfamons Po!ycrates among the Grecians, of 
whom it is written, that all things weat ſo well wich him, 
that when, in deſpight of thac which they called Fortwne, 
he caſt a Ring of no ſmall. account/ into-the Sea, -it was | 
brought'againevaco'him inthe belly of afiſn, which was 
preſened to him by a. fiſher-man : yet the curſe of 
God is inthe meane while digging ac their root ; and their 


houſe, | 
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' houſe, with all that they hald precious, ſhall ſuddenly fall 
vpon themſclues : and of that houſe it ſhall be ſaid; the fat 
thereof was great, CMa4,7,27, For further proofe in this 
poine we ſhall not neede to goe farre : Let vs but conſider 
what hach bin done at home lately, and it cannot but be 
freſh in our memories, how that ſome great in fauour ac 
Court, and greatly feared for their Princes fauour in the 
Countrie ; though they were neſtled among the Eagles, 
_ gat vp into the _ rth with that Sonne of 
the morning ; though they ioyned land to Tand, as 1 
would +l _ builded houſes as if they would live 
eucr, making no conſcience, by the commodious lying of 
X aboths Vineyard to their owne faire demaines,totake it 
from bim, 1 K#2g.21-1. yet came downe ſuddenly, and 
their neſts with thear in one day : one day in — Court of 
proſperitie, and the next day in che priton of locrow, or 
hand of death, 

In the worlds opinion very ſtrong, and ſpreading very 
farre ; when/in Gods doome they had their CHE IE 
written ypen the wall, and their TEK EL told them in 
their care, Dante! 5.5,25-. And how ſuddenly came they 
downe, like /onahs Gourd, which grew in one nighe, and | 

| withered: iu another, ſoy. 4,6, 7, when their flatterers | 
thoughc them arernall? And no maruell, for what was 
their'firengtb,and in whom were ahey/Rrong, & in whole | 
account? With-what armes ſpred they, and from what | 
root? their irengeh jt was nor the ſtrengeb of Rones, [ob , 
6.12. andihey trutted infleſ;; and fooles(ongly )thqught 
them happy: theis 3raes were (bur ) acres. of warldly | 
largeneſle, and vhcir .zaoc xpuennedle; their hagges were 
ute with Rolac wares; theirhoules buil.ypon a rwnous 
foundation of violence,and they enlarged their lanus with 
ſpoile :they flew ro-honour > ky wings .of a proud .and 
ambitious beart, and xode palic, as ypon ſoine Pega/5,07 
winged horſe, to-prometion: and in.them the Prouerbe 
prouedtrue ; /oone ripe, ſoave,rothes : for the popre, they 
uded rhewrfaces; thatis they vicdthem as cruelly as if 
they had-raken a pogre mans face, and. groynd i ypon a | 
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The ſbort-profperitie of the wicked. | 
grindle-ſtone:and for the rich, they fed vpon him, as beaſts 
ma fat paſtare, till all was bitten bare alſo; as if they had 
learned of Nexiſſan a better Lawyer then honeſt man, that 
he that will not venture his body, ſhall never be valianc ; 
nor he that will not venture his ſoule, be rich : they made 
ſpare of neither, for wicked greatneſſe and execrable 
wealth. They ſought outward things, but ſought northe 
Lord in them,which made them to thinke no way ſo neare 

.| and ready, as by the ſteps of wickednefſe to aſcend ynto 

them : and ſo,as by euill they grew to be great, ſoby great- 

nefſe (the childe of cuill) they grew to be worſe, | 
Not content to be trong, they muſt ſpread /ike a greene | 
Bay : or (as ſome render it ) like a tree that groweth of it 
ſelte, hauing forgotten thar root of princely grace out of 
which they ficſt came. How can ſuch looke for any other 
end, then ſome ſudden cutting off? though they be as 
ſtrong as the firong Oakes of Baſher, and as tall and 
ſpreading as the Cedars of Zihanu ; bow canit be but the 

Lord muſt needes deſtroy their fruit from aboue, and their 

root from beneath , and leauc them worth nothing , as 

_ tooke them wich nothing when hee firſt aduanced 

them? 


Among theſe, there are ſome ambitious Church- 

who continually and altogether ſtudic a rifing by Fell - 

aſticall dignities,cither ſhamefully begged,or Simoniacal- 

ly : bur when they are with Sethan ypon the pina» 
cle of the Temple, they tarri there long, but downe 

ee Ree but ſuddenly ſome 
other way, CMat.q.5,6. And fo in their bigheſt pitch of 
worldly increaſe ; Tolluntar in altum, vt lapſy graniore 
rxant : they arc lifted yp for a while, but totheir greater 
fall : while that ſweet morſell of greatneſſe is in their 
mouthes, the wrath of the Lord # kindled againſt them, 
Pſal.78,30,31+ as it is againſt all, who by ſuch ſtaires of 
pride, will needes climbe to promotion. 

. Into the heart of this confideration if wee would 
(indeede ) enter, and (imparrially ) compare the yanitic of 
theſe things wich he which chey fo well with the ſudden 

and 
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The fbort proſperitie of the wicked. 
and volocked for leſſe and departure of them, when they 
take them to their wings, we would be fo farre from enuy- 
ing, that we would rather pitie their proſperitie; ſeeing 
that for the ſame abuſes, God will runne vpon them as 
with more furie, becauſe they.haue couered their face with 
farneſle, and haue collops in their flankes, 7ob 1 5. 26, 27. 
That which we read in the Booke of #1i/edewe, that the 
mightie ſhall be mightily tormented Wiſ4.6.6.can giuethem 
bur peore and ſmall comfort ; if they dye without confeſ- 
lion in their mouth,and repentance in their hearts, though 
they dye neuer logreat and mightie. And that we may not 
doubt ot their fickle eſtate in theſe outward vncertaine 
things, the Prophet (cheretore) addeth. 


 "_ 


VERS. 36, 


Yet he paſſed away, and loe, hee was gone, 1 ſought him but 
he conld not be ſound. 


VV Here he ſheweth both whart his eyes ſaw,and his 
experience got: namely, how hee found that the 
man, who truftedgo,the weake fiaffe of worldly Pompe 
and greatneſſe, w#$ ſuddenly gone, and before hee could 
be knowne ; and vrterly, 1o as he ſhould nener (after) bee 
remembred. For, howſoeuer that little time, which was 
lenc vito him tofloriſh and ſpread in, ſeemed ſo long in 
the judgement of worldly men, that they counted it an- 
ſwerable to the-greenenefie of the Bay ; yer-was it ſo ſhorr 
indeede, and in the-iudgement- of wiſe men ſo quickly 
gone, that it was liker (1 faid it before, and I ſay it againe) 
liker to the greene grafle, and the greene herbe thar is 
mowen, and ſuddenly withererh, or as the corne that is 
blaſted before it be growne, 3 King-19. 26. For this cauſe, 
the wicked are compared, in the Scriptures, with things | 
of ſmalleſt continuance, as to the ſat of Lambes, which j 
(deane).conſumed, and (ſuddenly) as | 
to waxe before the fire, T/Shz to4 
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—_ The Tort proſperitie of the wicked, 


waketh, Pſal.73-20. and in £/4.41.11. t2 nothing. The re- 


toycing of the wicked (faith [ob ) i ſprt, and the toy of hyps- 
x25 fs for a moment. Tob 20. Hee faith it is f hear 
(after) telles how ſhort : and further, hee faith; rhowgh by 
excellency monnt vp to Heagen , and hu head a the 
Clouds, yet ſoall hee periſh like his dung, verſe 7. which is 
lett for euer, as a loathſome thing ; yea, he ſhall ſo bee for- 

otten, that they, who haxe ſcene him, ſhall ſay, where us 
A ? verſe $8. that is, what is become of him now ? whither 
is the tate he held, the cappes and knees he had, gone ? his 
honours in Court, 44 dſt before the winde, how are the 
ſcattered? Pſal.1.4.and the ſtubble or chaffe of his volleſs 
fions, how and whither is it carried, and how hath the 
ſtorm of God taken it? [vb 21,18. And what maruel,ſecing 
hee pur all his truſt in that which was nothing worth, and 
wouethoſe webbes which will make no garment, and be- 
ſtowed his labour, vpon that which will cot couer him ? 
E/a.y9.5 6. 

All this may teach ys,that the wicked (which are great) 
can leaue neither floriſhing rootes, nor laſting name be- 
hinde them.For beſides that their ſtrokes ſhall bee at once, 
P/al.64.7. and God will fuddenly viſit thern, as in a raine 
of ſnares, fire and brimſtone , and Rormy tempeR, thar 
will make a quicke hand and riddance where it falls, 7 /al. 
11.6.Their very name after their death ſhall feele a greater 
ſtroke of God ypon it , in that wound of reproch thar it 
ſhall beare, and diſhonour that ſhall nor bee done away : 
then they that ſce it ſhall ſay ; How are the _—_ of Eſau 
ſought out, how are his hidden things ( or as ſome reade) 
treaſares fearched ? Obad.6, Their name (ball be put ont, 


faith one, Pfal. g.5. /t ſhall be written in the duft, ſaith ano- 
ther, ler. 17. 13. My text ſaith,chey paſſe away and cannot 
be fonnd: or there are butcertaine rootes of houſes, where 
goodly houſes food : What was the memoriall of e,Alar«- 
leck? Exod. 17. 14. Wh:t but a fearefull overthrow and 
thidg forgotten? ſuch a reward from God ſhall the memo- 
riall of the wicked have, where the remembrance of Tefiah 
(a.ycrtuous Ruler) foul! bee ſweete as hony in all monthes, 
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The ſhort proſperitie of the wicked. 


and as muſiche at a banket of wine; Ecclel. 49. 1+ The name 
of the wicked ſhall rot, Prou. 10.7. And where the Lord faid 
toCAMoſes, [ know thee by name, Exod,;:.12. Daxid ſaith 
of the wicked, [w:/! make no mention of their name with 
my lips, Pſal.16.4. 

And thus their glory is turned totheir ſhame, and their 
name aboue ground hath no better ſmell, then their car- 
keſſe in graue : and what maruell,ſeeing they are jn no cre- 
dit with God, the onely thing that purchaſeth true credit 
with mea? for God will diſhonour them that would not 
honour him; and they that deſpiſe hrm, fnll be deſpiſed, 
1 Sa.1.30, Beſides, it is iuſt that men thoald hane their 
eſtimation _—_— to their deeds: for, ſpeake well and 
heare well, doe well and haue well,and earnea good name 
and take it : but hee that ſinneth muſt needestake ſhame, 
he ſhall not continue in honour; and when hee dieth, his 
name ſhall periſh with bim : or, hee ſhall goe hence, as a 
candle ill pur our, that leauerh a flinke bebinde it: for ſs 
fall his beautie conſume, when he ſhall goe ſrom bia houſe to 

grane,Pſal.q9.14. 

Let great men conſider this,andye that call your Lands 
after your owne name, forget itnot. _ that would haue 
a good name when they are gone, muſt deſerve ithere: for 
ſuch ſhall be well ſpoken of, or they haue wrong if they 
benot : but what wrong hath a godlefſe Atheiſt, a coue- 
rous varler, and impious finner tobe buried in the duſt of 
his own ſhame? And what lye is it,not to ſpeak well of him 
ot her that never did well? wee haue an ill prouerbe a- 
movng vs, ſpoken in jeſt, but praiſed inearneſt ; which is, 
that Plamne dealing t5 a [ewell, but he fhall dye abeg gar and 
poore that v/#th it. And (therefore) as we-read of Diony- 

ſous, that becauſe he never ſailed more proſperouſly then 
when he had robbed the Church of Dzaxa, he concluded, 
that the way to haue the fauor of the gods,was to rob thesr 
Churches : fo by a falle interpretation of Gods ſecret 
waies, ſome per{wade thetmſelues,that becauſe the wicked 
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here floriſh for a while, wickednefle is the way to floriſh 
with them ; and therefore putting their Maſters comming | 
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7 The ſhort proſperitie of the wicked, 


farre off,they ſmite, ror, with the fiſt of wickedneſſe, and 
of many wrongs, their innocent fellow ſeruants. Afar. 24- 
48,49. Some (againe) thinke to geta name,and to be fa- 
mous, if it be but for milchiefe, that is, ſuch a name, and 
ſuch glory as Eroftratus gate by burning Diana's Temple. 
Burt neither that Tyrant, nor this Lacendiarie, liue in any 
other name now then ſuch as the Diuell himſclfe may be 
aſhamed of, 

' Andfor thoſe who were much applauded in their times 
for wiſe;and vyaliant,and ouer-topping men(being (other- 
Fo )vicious and finfull ) what did after times, and what 

o ours {ay of them? 'We read what the time once thought 
of Haman,and how freſh his root was before his Soueraign, 
Heſter 3.1,2. But becauſe it was fer in euill Workes, how 
ſhort a time had it? And who doeth not (now ) honour 
godly Mordecasi, who was once ſo poore and baſe, not 
regarding , but (greatly ) contemying that other proud 
Courtier, whoſe name ſo ſhon, for a while, couered with 
the robes of the Kings fauour> Who had ſuch an opinion 
for goodneſſe and holineſſe, as the Phariſes once had? And 
now, who can patiently endure the name of Phariſe, that 
knowes what a Phariſe was? And did not wicked Herod, 
who { aliue ) was reputed a God ; dying giue vp bis name 
with his life to the wormes ? es 1 2,23. So Achitophels 
politicke head after it had bin in a halter, what name did ir 


leaue ? 2 Saxe.17.23. how glorious was Wolſey and Gar- 
diner once ? and how did- Boney, the Popes flaughterman, 
once ruffle, when-he ſent ſo many Innocents (ſo cruelly )by 
fire, to martyrdome ? and (yet ) what are their execrable 
names now, tO the blefled names of thofe whoſe /ife they 
thonght to be madneſſe, and their end without honour, Wiſd. 
5-4- and who (now) had not rather be a Hogper, a (an- 
mer, 2 Latimer, Bradford, and Ridley, then the greateſt of 
theſe ? alſo, N\ «#oths name, is it not now farre better then 
Ahabs that was ſold to ſinne, and lezebels that was ginen to 
Dogges ? and they that ſtoned him,doe (I doubt not) now 
with that they had bin ſtaned for him. 
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May it not be ſaid of alltheſe, and of alllike theſe, that 
they 
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The beppie eſtate of the Luſt, | 
they are paſt and gone; their houſes, their Empires, their | =— 
| 
| 


names and a!l, leauing their poſteritie, the heires-of their 
di-honour ? haue thcy nor all in their names of diſcredit, 
made their ju} account for all the pleaſures and vniuft | 
peace of cheirlife paſt? and what is [ef vnto them of all | 

their former glory and vnruly greatnefſe , but that which 
they are the righteft owners ot ; reproach and infamic 
throughout all ages? Bur ler vs paſſe to tfat other part of 
this Scripture,the moſt certaine and conſtant happineſſe of 
the righteous, leauing the wicked in their ſhame, and eter- 
nall blacke night, 
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VERS. 37» 
IMarke the upright man,and behold the inft : for the end of 


that man 1s peace. 


þ ms are worthy the marking and ſeeing, and the end 
they come vnto, is worth the hauing : for they are vp- 
right andinuſt men, and their exd # peace. By the vpright 
and iuſt man, wee may vnderſtand the man that is godly, 
both in habit of minde and behauiour or good, both in 
heart and conuerſation: and by peace,the Prophet meaneth 
tranquilitie here,and eternall reſt from our labours in hea- 
uen; this tranqullitie is of minde,and in Ciriſt : for in the 
world we ſhall haue affliction, /ohx 16.3 3. The cfteR of all 
is : the proſperitic of the wicked doth quickly come, and 
ſuddenly paiſe : but the peace of the rigtiteous comes in 
their latter end,and continues world without end, Where | 
the Prophets meaning is, that the godly muſt firlt meete | 
with troubles, and chen haue peace : (firit) ſowe #7 teares, | 
and then reape intoy, Pſal. 126.5. and (firſt) beracked;and | 


——— 


then delivered, Heb. 1.35. ſo much he gives vs to learne in. 
this verſe : forthe tenure that Chriſtians hold by, is the 
Croſle; and this Crofle of Chriſtians trriumpheth nor here : wy | 
here, all that will line godly, muſt ſuffer perſecinion,z Tim . 
3-12.and from afflictions, nor from our beds of caſe, we | 


aretaken to heauen : for through many afflitions,, as 
N 3 "through, 
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through the ſtraight gate, we mult paſſe thither, « LF#s 14. 
22- and great reaſon, we ſhould climbe with ſome difficul- 
tie this mountaine of bliſſe, P/a/. 15.1. for why ſhould nor 
we (the members,of Chriſt )be like our head as well in his 
crowne of thornes as in his crowne of glory, and as wil- 


lingly in bis cup, as in his precious ſaluarion ? or, how can | 
we thinke that God ſhould wipe away our teares in ano- | 
ther life, when wee haue ſhed none in this? eApoc.2 144+ | 


and how can we be taken our of miſerie,when ( here ) wee 
know no woe ? Afﬀiction (then) being beth our begin= 
ning and middle, as peace is ourend, if wee be right Chri- 
ſtians; our way to heauen is marked out vnto vs, and the 
markes of our dire way thither, are perſecutions in this 
world, before wee can obtaine erernall life in the world to 
come, HMar.10.;0, But doe wee ſwimmein delights, that 
ſhould ſwim through a Sea of burning glaſſe? Exod.15.2. 
Is our beginning peace? are our mid-dayes all in peace? 
that is, haue we perpetuall peace and quietnefſe in our bo- 
dies and ſoules,goods and good name: when peace in all 
theſe is promiſed at our end, not before and after our war- 
fare accompliſhed,not while we are in the field ? then wee 
goe not as we are direed by our markes,to faluation. It is 
a narrow way of little eaſe,and wee arein a broad way of 
pleaſures, IMar.7.13. 14. it is vp-hill thither, and wee goe 
downe-hill, that is,not toward it, butTrom it : and it is a 
way of many troubles, bur we liue at eaſe in Sion. 

By all this we may well know that we are out of that one 
right & plaine way to life. Where on the other fide, if in our 
names we ſuffer,for our zeale in the Law : if wemourne(in 
our ſoules) for the finnes we behold in the world,and can- 
not maſter in our ſelues : if we will looſe our goods, rather 
then a good conſcience in any commandement -: and put 
not vp the {word of the ſpirituall battaile ti!l corruption be 
done away, which will neuer be whiles we be here, Rom, 
8. 7.Gal.5.17. wee know by this our wayto happinefle ſo 
painfull and troubleſome, that we are not fur fromthe king- 
dome of God. And ſo we may conclude thar they are fooles, 
and not wiſe, who thinke thoſe beſt that are at beſt _ 
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here, & thoſe freeſt from milery,chat are furtheſt from troy- 
bles. But what Oxe is likeft ro come, firſt to the Butchers 
axe?. That which is fed in the belt paſtures, or which is 
kept in the bareft grounds ? Surely the fat Oxe js neerer 
the l2ughter, chen that which is kept low ſor tore, or ſer. 
uice. So Chriſtians, facted with cafe, and pampered with 
the pleaſures of life, are in greater danger of the Butcher 
of Hell, then they chat are kept low with troubles, and 
haue the World for their enemie, and not at their will, as 
Satans ſtalled men have, And here ler all chat are opprc(- 
ſed of thoſe fat kine of Baſhan, that feede in the Moun- 
taines of Samaria : An.4-1. all that are thruſt at by the (ar 
and firong ſheepe of theſe Worldly paſtures, Ezech.34.21. 
All that are troden downe by the mighty and proud, that 
ſo ſpreade among vs, never faint in their troubles; or, 
whea they ſuffer for righccouſnes,in ſo direR away to Hea- 
uen, goe backe with feare and diſcouragement, becauſe 
of theſe beginnings : For, peace will come, at leaſt when 
their end comes; for, their end is peace. Hetherto ſerues 
that comfortable, and moſt ſweet exhortation of our Saui- 
our Chriſt ro the Chriftians of his time, and (inthem) to 
vs at this day : Feare yee not them which kill the body, and are 
wot able to kit the ſonle, but feare him who us able to deſtroy 
both ſoule aud body in Hell. Math.10.28. Becauſe the bearc 
of man will euer feare ſome thing, Chriſt celleth ys whom 
wee ſhould feare, and what, that wee may nocfeare, where 


there is no cauſe, nor, where there is cauſe, hec ſenſclefle. 


At any hand, bee will not haue ys to feare man too much; 
for, that is a note of them that feare him too little, Andif 
we neede not tofeare mortall man, living in the trye feare 
of the immortall God, what cauſe is there that wee ſhould 
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OR 


bee ſhaken with their wrongs, as leaues ſhaken with the 
winJe, when they are ſo mooued agaiaſt vs? For, when 
they have done their worſt, peace ſhall come, the more. 
they force vs, the ſooner they ſend vs, our, of our houſes of— 
clay, toour houſe aboue ; and what harme is it to die once; 
that wee may liue cuer ? _— 
to harme vs, haue but a borrowed power ouer ys, aud wee 
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no more Maſters of our liues, then the leaſt Spider js of 
theirs, which by permiſſon can Kill them, afloone, and 
deadly, as by power giuen chem, they can kill ys, Which 
being well and rightly conſidered, how weake is our faith, 
and how little worth, that will bee ſo much diſmaide with 
the filly blaſts of imple men, whoſe power is morrall, and 
bounded by a higher power ? Some,in a little thunder from 
the Court, turne as drinke in a veſſel], not keeping their 
righteouſneſſe, longer then they can quietly hold ir with 
the good liking of greatneſſe 2 and ſome, if they bee bur 
threatned by theſe men of might, fall downe, as if they 
were killed by them. Bur hee that lookes for peace from | 
him thac can give it,and yp to him from whoin onely com- 
meth his helpe, will not be amazed for apy thing that man 
can doe, For hee knowes thar, if hee keepe in with God, 
mans euill will ſhall either be reconciled, or ſhall doe him 
no hurt, And hee that knowes ſo much, will neuer turne 
from man a ſmoake, ro turne vpon God a conſuming fire, 
or make man his friend with Gods enmitie. /o/eph, Daniel, 
and Damels three fellowes, had great knowledge this way: 
therefore Joſeph, when hee was terpted co wickednefle, 
would (inno caſe )yeeld; Gen. 39. 10. God was his de- 
light, and h&e could not take pleaſure in that which God 
abhorreth ; neither would he ſer God againſt him,to make 
his Miftris his friend.  Danve/ feared the King (as was fit ) 
but feared the Lord more then all Kings; and therefore 
when the King commanded that which was diſhonourable 
to God, the higheſt King , hee rather yeclded his body to 
the Lions,then his obedience in ſuch a matter, Dax.6.10.16 
Alſo Dewels three fellowes muſt either bow to an Idvle, 
or burne in afierie furnace, ſeuen times heated : Dar. 3. 
T5. 19, but what of that ? Not doubting but the God 
whom they ſerued wold deliver them, as they kuew he was 
able; they denied ro-ſerue any but him, that is Lord of all ; 
and yer (if hee ſhould nor deliver them) they would newer 
bee drawne to doe the Kings commandement again his, 
Dan.6,17.18, Thus they refolued, and no threatnings of 
Tyrants, nor iniuries of men-could alcer them. The xeafon 


was, 


IX. FS. 


”—— — OO Om_ 


* FI. _——_— a At —_— — P _ "on 
__ —_ 


ds 4 
* 8 -— * 


_ ——_— k 


| The happie effate of the Tuft 97 


was, they tooke his word for their peace, who promiſeth 
to deliver his; and therefore they fainted not, in any af- 
Aition, They knew that it cannot but bee well with them 
that feare the Lord, and doe reuecrence before him; that is, 
well at the laſt : Eccleſ.8.1 2. Though not ſo with the ſinner 
whom God ſpareth long, though hee doe cuill an hundred | 
times; that is, finne without end or meaſure, for it ſhall not 
be well ro him, neither ſhall he prolong his dayes. ver. x 3, +3fo ble 
But to proceede further with you, in ſome further benefirof] ,- a« 
: this Scripture:here it is apparent what an intereſt they have | ,"_{#+—" 
in God, andto his gracious prouidence, that are vpright | ._45y#7—] + 
STi. Ther end is peace,that is;they cannor miſca- | ' 
ry, andthey ſhall bee ſure to ſpeede well ac thelaſt, thar| © et 
make him their confidence. And that Gods children (iut| | wy 
and vpright men) in whoſe heart his Word is, ſhall nor} 77" 
want ſafety and comfort long, Dawid in another Palme lone e/ 
reacheth vs, for ſpeaking of ſuch, P/a/.34- 9. hee faith that 3 
nothing ſhall be wanting to them, that is, mo that for 
them ſhall appeare to be (abſolutely andnecefſarily) good. 
For the Angel of the Lord ſhall keepe them, wer/e 7. and | J# —_— 
-| HeJamn hT us lane; and the Lord Kimi will deliver 
them, ver.18.19. and howcan they periſh, ver. 22. his eyes 
are ypon them, verſe 15. hee ſeeth their troubles, and cares 
opento them, he heareth when they crie. Doth he ſee and | 
heare, and will hee not regard? Nay, but he redecmeth the 
8 2 ſoules of his ſeruants, and they ſhall not bee deſolate, but 
= that hate them, ſhall, ver.21. And though David him- 
ſelfe was in many perils, at home by Saw/, abroad by other 
enemies; yet neither Sax/ nor they could take his pillow 
from him ar night,bur he did lie downe in peace, and ſleep, | 
having his dwelling in ſafety. Pſal.4.8. And this, becauſe 
hee had the promiſe of God for a wall about him. Danie/ 
among the hungry Lyons, came our ſafely : Dev.6,2 3. and 
Daniels three tellowes in a very hote furnace walked ſe- 
curely, and without hurt, Da», 3-25. So Paxls deliverances 
were as many as his troubles, afflied on euery fide, yer not 
in difirefſe; in pouertie,bur not overcome of pouerty, per- 
ſecured, buc nor forſaken, ”— bur he periſhed nor. | 
2 Cor. 
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2 Cer.4.8,9. Forbee ſhooke off theſe vipers with ſafety, 
A.28.5. and they had nv power againſt him, to hurt him. 
Thus the iuſt haue beene, are, and ſhall be dehuered, and it 
cannot bee other wiſe; for the Lord being their ſhield, 
they that frike at them, muſt firike through him, before 
they can be touched ; they are thoſe faichfull ſeruants, and 
loyall ſubieAs,whom a good Maſter, and gracious Prince 


will countenance. And where they that are obedient ſer- |: 


uants to a good Maſter, are in fauour,and grow in wealth: 
ſhall wee thinke that vpright, and juſt men ( the good ſer- 
vants of God ) canlong liue in miſery, and die varewar- 


| ded? Hath godlineſle, the promiſe of this life, and of that 


to come? 1 7 59.4.8. And ſhal the godly mifle of their peace, 
here aud hereafcer, now and continually? Surely, if the 
Coucoant that God hath made berweene the day and night 

can be broken, /er.3 3.20, this may be: or, if it canfaile to 
bee day and night in their ſeaſon, the vpright mans pcace 
may faile, when his end is come. Dawid knew this, and 
therefore in another Palme, ſtood ypon ir, with « verely, 
there is fruit for the righteous, as ſurely, as there is a God 

that iudgeth jn the earth. Pſa/.58.11. Hereis a plaiſier of 
much vertue, and of as much good vſe, for the ſorcs of 
thoſe broken conſciences, which Sathan hath wounded for 
well-doing, With the ftorme in their faces they cannot ſee 
how it ſhould bee peace, whete there are ſo many skirmi- 

ſhes in the houſe, and without doores; ſo many alerati- 

ons and breakings, and ſo much a doc, ro obtaine a dayes 
truce with the enemie of their peace, - But marke the vp- 

right man, and behold the iuſt ; that is, looke vpon them 


| witha Spirituall eye, and as when men marke a thing that 


they fill keepe their eye vpon;; and yee (hall finde nothing 
but peace in all their wayes, Their falles'make them wary 
and circumſpeR, how, and where they walke : their buffe- 
tings humble them, that they may bee raiſed; their bicter 
draughts, are compounds of 'the Lords owne making to 
ge them+ their complaints of the want of taith, are the 

& kinde ef faith ; andleſt they ſhoulddecay in zeale, af- 
fligions axe the bellowes to blow the fire. Alſo we know 
that 
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that a'l things worke together for the beſt, ynco them that loue 
God, and are called of his purpoſe, Rem. 8.28, And if all things, 
then aflitions,then Satans rage, and the Worlds vaiuft malice 
for good deedes, For what are theſe,other then certaine biccer 
remedies to correQour corruptions,or exerciſes of Gods graces 
in vs,to erie how much we wil ſuffer for his ſake? And who can 
denie the name and worke of peace, to theſe temptations that 
are ſent not ro conſume vs l.ke drofle, but rorefine vs like gold? 
Oc, is this end ofchem, any other then peace ? Bur (ſpecially ) 
this concerneth the troubles that are inflied vpon the righte- 
ous, by the Worlds ſpite, and by Tyrants that feeke their life, 
And it sſſureth them, whatſocuer their troubles are,and of what 
malice or grearneſſe ſo ever they be chat trouble them,their de- 
liverance (which is their peace) ſhall come. Many are the af- 
flicions of the righteous, yea, great, and many; yetthe Lord 
deliuereth him out of them all, P/a/.34.19, And the Apoflle $. 
Paul, ſpeaking of the affli ions which came vnto him at Anti- 
ochia,at Iconium,and at Liftri,faith, bur from them al the Lord 
delivered me, 2 75m. 3.11. The Church ſtories afford ys a large 
r:ading in this argument, and the booke of God is plenrifull 
in this matter; alſo,l haue ſpoken ſufficiently hereof (already) 
for comfort, But now, if wee will hane our parts with iuſt and 
vpright men in theſe deliverances, and in their peace ; we muſt 
walke vprightly, and by fleps of righteouſnefſe come to receiue 
our parts in them, with the people whom God will ſave. The 
2 Lord that promiſed his Angels to vs in our wayes, P/al.g1.11. 
hath made vs no promiſe of (afetie by them in other wayes. In | 
the good way of a Chriſtian life, we are ſure to be kept: bur it | 
is the Duuell that tels vs, wee ſhall be ſoin any way. Afath.4.6. 
The vpright and juſt men ſhall have peace, ſhall it therefore be 
well tothe wicked ? Wee haue heard God, by Salomon, to ſay 
no: and Eſay faith there is no peace tothe wicked, E/a.57.21. 
that is, none either with, or for them, Had Zimrs peace who 
New bis Mafter ? 2 King.9.31. /ezeb:{ (that painted dogges- 
meate) could tell he had nor, And indeed, what peace (3s /ehu 
ſaid to [eboram) where [ezebel and her fornications,the wicked, 
and their wicked detdes are? 2 Kmg.9.22. Doe men gather 


| |} graperof thernes ? Math.7.16. Thatis, will the grape of peace, 
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grow ypon the thorne of wickedneſſe, Let there be no roote 
among you ( faith Moſes) rbat bringeth foorth gall and worm: - 
wood. Dent.29.18. And why no ſuch roote of bitternes among 
them ? He (after) giues the reaſon, becauſe there is no bleſſiag 
in it : it is that roote of finne, whoſe doome is the curſe, and 
whoſe end is to be burned. He6.6.8. For he (faith Moſes) when 
he heares the words of the curſe, blefſeth himſelfe in his heart, 
ſaying,I ſhall haue peace,though he walke in the ftubbornes of 
his heart, and adde drunkennefle to thirſt, But ſhall it bee ſo? 
Shall he haue peace that walkerth in his finnes ſtubbornely? No 
{ajith that man of God; the Lord will not be mercifull ro him ; 
but the wrath of the Lord, and his iclouſie ſhall ſmoake again(} | 
him,and cuery curſe thatis written in the booke of the law ſhall 
light bim,cill it have put out his name from vnder heauen. Dew. 
29.19.20. Therefore itis butthe poiſon of flattery ( a poiſon 
which ſtriketh ro the heart, that perſwadeth the ſinner that he 
may liue in fio,2nd die in peace. For God, by Ezechieltelles vs, 
that, ſeeing he hath ſo done, he ſhall die the death, and his blood 
ſhall bee wpon him. Ezech.18.13. And how can wee thinke, that 
haviog had (all our lite time) warre with God in our finnes,we 
ſhould eafily bee reconciled to him on our death bead ? Yet 
fooles and vnwiſe ſo thinke z or,what is their hope when they 
lie a dying ? Surely, their hope is as the dead hope of a Male- 
faQorin priſon, who puts of the getting of his pardon, cill the 
ludge be come to condemne him. But we are called to a better 
or ah ler vs therefore walke as the vpright man, and not put 
, & ſinners : ſo ſhall our end be peace, when theirs ſhall bee 
indefiruRion. In this mind and courſe,though the world Nall 
count vs vnhappie, yet we muſt thinke our ſelues, and the wiſe 
will judge vs the molt happie men. And I pray you, who was 
more happie,Lazar«« going from his ſores, and pouerty to hea- 
uen:or the rich man,that went fr6 his purple,and delicate fare to 
Hell? Lzk,16.22,23. We fay thatthe end males all ; & Philo- 
| ſophy faith, that no man is either happie, or miſccablc, thar is, 
| truely ſo,before his end. If we cannot bee ſowiſe as Chriftians 
ſhould,yer it is ſhame,to be more fooliſh the the heathen were 
And what reaſon (then)to iudge of men by their preſent ſtares 
when it is not the preſent, bur future, nor this remporal,butThat [ 
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other eternall condition of bliſſe, or ynhappines chat muſt giue 
vs our juſt Nandard,or meaſure in theſe matters ? And theretore 
it is ſaid to good purpoſe, by the Propher further in this verſe. 
CMarke and behold, Fc, Theſe two words are added as a 
bridle, to keepe vs in, that we runnenot into raſh judgement, 
when wee heare of the many troubles of thegedly, and of the 
few of thoſe that offend, euen with purpoſe of heart to doe 
wickedly. For great fooliſhneſle is bound yp to our iudge- 
ments, ſo farre foorth as wee confift of fleſh, and ſee as natur all 
men : our reaſon is exceeding weake: and for our naturall light, 
what is it but darkenefie and errour ? And therefore great need 
we have of this bridle or bir, from haftie opinion, Great need 
I ſay, let wee binde a falſe note (not onely ) ro mans courſes 
which we vnderſtand not, (but euen) ro Gods moſt wiſe coun- 
ſels, which no man can know, For this cauſe, the Prophet bids 
vs to marke and behold, as it were, to looke with both eyes, 
diligently co conſider, and taithfully to lay vp the experience 
that we gather in ſuch high matters : not co take things as they 
appeare preſently, but as the end leaues them. When a man 
runnes very faſt and ſwiftly,his eyes will dazleat things ; ſo will 
they not when hee goes faire and ſoftly, or with a deliberate 
pace. In like manner, let vs goe deliberately, and wiſely for- 
ward in our iudgements, and they will not dazell at the pro» 
ſperitie of the wicked thatare ſuddenly ſer vp; and where 0- 
thers make more haſte then good ſpeede to ſalute them, as 
happie, wee will cake leaſure and time to our opinion of them, 
and ſay, their end is not yet, From hence wee learne not to 
iudge any man, by his preſent outward eſtate, to be happie, or 
miſerable. For whatſocuer we (ce in men to day, may be much 
altered to morrow, and the laſt may be firſt. Matth.20.16. 
And this tree judgement in things and of perſons, ifit were 
rightly conſidered, and if wee would wiſely iudge of them by 
their ends,and not as they ſeeme ; would Ray vs from being of- 
fended to a fretting at the wicked for their ſudden proſperntie : 
or to a condemning of the juſt for their preſent difireſle. The 
contrary muſt needes make vs ſtumble in judgement, and to be 


offended with our troubles when they continue long, I ſay 
GmbRmn iudgement ; for what man, if hee ſhould iudge of 
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Jobs election by that which he ſometimes ſpake,and of Davids 
by chat which he once did; the one when hee ſpake ſo vnadui- 
ſedly againſt God, Job 3.6.10.13. chapters : the other when he 
lay in io foule ſheetes hauing debiled his bed with adultery,and 
the murther of his deare(i ſeruant Vriah 2 Sam. rg 5.15.17. 
or if he ſhould weigh /ereme at the rate of that which he ſpake 
in his diſtemper : and Chriſt himlelfe at that, which (as man) 
in the hotelt tornace of his paſſion he complained of his to his 
father, namely that he had forſaken him, /er.12.1.05 20.14.15, 
16,17,18, Mat.27.40. What man (I fay) if hee ſhould thus 
iudge, ſhould not condemne (cucn) the generation of Gods 
children,and the ſonne himſelte ? who would thinke that o- 
ſes and Aaron, two old mea {the one foureſcore, the other a- 
boue) £x04.7.7.could, goingto Pharaoh with a lictle rod in 
cheir hand,bring the children ot Iſrael out of Egypt.in deſpight 
of Pharaoh, the King thercof? Exo4.6.26, yet they refuſed not 
the ſcruice at Gods commandement, being old men, and fur- 
niſhed with fimple meanes : where if they had reſted on no 
more then that which they ſaw or was preſent,they would ne- 
uer haue belceved they conld haue forced a great King in his 
owne Kingdome to let his pritoners goe ; but they ſaw him, 
and in him (that was inuifible) great ſaluation, and greater 
power then cither Pharaoh, or all the Pharaohs of the earth 
could refit; and therefore ſuſpended all judgement of fleſhto 
the contrary. Whoſe hart would not faile him(if he ſhouldrruſt 
his eyes) to ſee the ſucceſle of a battaile to hang vpon a youth, 
fighting (hand to hand)with a great armed Gyant, and man of 
war;& not with ſpeare or ſhield, but with a ſling #n his band,and 
fine ſmooth ſtones? 1 Sam. 17. 33-49. Saul doubted how it 
could be, but David doubted not,ver. 33. Sax! could beleeue 
no more then he ſaw ; Daxid bclecued God, and had ſcene his 
power before, ver. 35.36. which bee alſo (then) ſaw in a ſort, 
waiting forthe end : and this end was it, that his eyes were 
ypon by faith, by which he recciued it defore it came, Gideons 
men that were left, were but 3< o. but his enemies lay in the 
valley-like Graſhoppers, /#dg. 7.6. 12. and what mult theſe 
three hundred hauc in chejr hands ? nothing but Trumpets in 
one hand,andemprie pitchers with lamps in another; gad-whas 
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muſt rhey doe ? blow their Trumpets and breake their pirch- 
ers : and what ſhall enſue when this is done ? The Lord will [et 
variance in the hofte, and ſetting enery mans ſword vpon hu 
neighbor,cauſe them to flie,ver.16,20,22. And now, who mea- 
ſuring theſe things with the eye, can thinke that ſo few ſhould 
be able to driue jA many with ſo weake purſuers? But Gideon 
looked to the end, and ftaied nor in the meanes,and ſo marked 
and beheld till the end came. So /ofona before him,mult breaks 
dawne the wals of Terico: but with what warlike engine, wich 
whart rain of iron muſt he doe it? with blowing ſenen Trumpets 
of rams hornes ( ſexen times) with a ſhout, and with no other 
power, /oſh 6.1 7,15,16, God ſpake it, /o/ana belecued it; and 
the wals of the Citte, at the appointed time, fell downe,ver.: 0. 
To heape vp more examples would be too long and ncedeleſle 
in ſo plaine a matter. 

The conſideration of this that hath bin ſpoken, as it is are- 
proofe of all hafly and raſh iudgiog of matters and perſons be- 
fore the time : ſoit cannot but miniſter grear conſolation to the 
godly, where there is little in the meanes and time to giue them 
hope; for though preſently they can ſee nothing thar is for their 
helpe, and though in troubleſome difficulties, all things (ſce- 
mingly) make againſt them; yet comfort and deluerance will 
come from one place or another, Heſt. 4. 14+ And ſo wee haue 
heard how we may faile in iudgemens, if wee tudge things or 
perſons raſhly, or before the time. Now as wee may erre 11 
iudgement, {o we may be offended ax the things that come, if 
we wait not for the end ; that is,offer not our obedience in wai- 
ting for it : which would be confidered of thoſe, who if the | 
Lord ſuſpend his an{wer and helping of them after ſome time 
that they haue praied for a hearing, doe through an impatient 
ſpiri:,forſake all, both attendance,and hopes. And{ here )tome, 
who can bee violent at firſt and for ſome time, are cuen cut to 
the heart when they are put to a longer day : bur to be yehc- 
ment 2 while, and not importunate long for the good things 
t'iat we aske accordiog to the good minde of God 1n his word, 
is { beſides the loſle of our labour) a deſerued falling frem the 
fruit of our requeſts, which (by the meanes of ſuch faintings) 
mult needes faile vs. To remedie all this, we muſt wait (coati- 
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© _ | nually ) by the word for our enlargement in troubles when} © 
GT > * aL Aw beſides this ſinne of impatience in matters 
thatconcerne our ſelues : wee may finne againſt God by frer- 
ting againſt others, n2mely, the wicked that are lift vp, if wee 
fondly meaſure them by their preſent eſtate, and not wiſely by 
their end. Daxid, becauſe hee (once) meaſured them with che 
wrong meaſure of that that was preſent, confeſſeth that hee 
was fooliſh and ignorantthis way, P/a/.73.22. And how ma- 
ny beſides him (otherwaies ns ill men) hath this falſe interpre- 
tationof happineſle, in her ſhort and quicke blaze (ſuch as ſhe 
maketh in wicked men) pur into intollerable fits of choller a- 
ainſtGod ? How much haue they bin offended, and how ill 
aue they taken it that the wicked ſhould fare ſo wellgand the 
godly no better ? It appeareth by the firſt yerſe of this P/al/me, 
that in Dawids time, many were ouercome of this tempration, 
who in other things could ftand ſure: and (all ) becauſe they 
forgat the wicked mans miſerable end, and the happy end of 
the righteous, Bur this I couched ſufficiently in the beginning, 
becauſc;itis the maine ſcope of this whole P/a/me, von there. 
-_ T leaue it (andall that hath bin ſpoken beſides) to God, 
d to the works of hu grace,who u able tobuild you further and 
to gine you aninheritance among all them that are ſanttified, 
ets 20.32. The God of peace, thai brought againe from the 
dead owr Lord leſus the great ſhepheard of the ſheepe through 

the blond of the ener laiting conenant make you perfett wal 

goed workes to doe his will; working in you thas 
which u pleaſant in his fight through leſia 
ft ; to whom be praiſe 
for ener and exer, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


